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To be central to the life of Onchan,  

Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 
 
 



Dear Friends, 
 
We are all guilty of being complacent and taking things for granted and it 
takes a jolt in life to waken us up to the fact. 
 
Anyone close to the London and Egyptian bombings who escaped with 
their lives will probably see things differently from now on. 
 
Their priorities may have changed.    Such tragedies bring home to us the 
frailty of human life, it hangs by a fine thread and also the need to take 
hold of life and not simply sit back and wait for things to fall into our lap. 
 
The same is true about the Christian faith.    It is one thing to believe but it 
is another to act upon that belief.    Many people profess to be Christians 
but do not partake in the life of the Body of the Christ, the Church. 
 
Jesus calls us to believe, but more than this: he says, 'Follow me', Take up, 
your cross', 'Go and make disciples'. 
 
He demands a response. 
 
Sitting on the fence is not an option.    Once we have made our mind up 
that the Christian faith makes sense and that Christ is whom he claims to 
be then we should do something about it.    One important thing we can do 
is join with fellow Christians and grow in our faith.    This is what the 
Lord calls us to do, not to stand on the sidelines as spectators, but to join 
in the action. 
 
The world is calling out for people to demonstrate the love of God in 
everyday life.    How different life is when lived within the sphere of love 
rather than violence and hatred. 
 
 Love will overcome hatred. 
 Goodness will defeat evil but not without a fight. 
 
We are reminded of this in that well known hymn 'Fight the good fight 
with all thy might' and recent events remind us that it is a fight. 
 
The hymn continues: 
 
'lay hold on life, and it shall be thy joy and crown eternally'. 
 
The life mentioned here is the life that Jesus offers us.   He said: "I have 

 
DIARY for August 
 
1st Mon   7.30 pm Marriage Preparation Course – Parish Office 
2nd Tue   
3rd Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
4th Thurs   
5th Fri   
6th Sat   
7th  Sun 12.30 pm Pimms & Ploughman's Lunch  - Vicarage 
8th Mon   7.30 pm Marriage Preparation Course – Parish Office 
9th Tue   
10th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
11th Thurs   
12th  Fri   
13th Sat   1.00 pm Wedding – Jason Coole & Amy Scott 
14th Sun 11.00 am Baptisms- James Bucknall & Keira Gray 
    3.30 pm CMS Tea Party – Southwinds, Union Mills 
15th Mon   
16th Tue   
17th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
18th Thurs   
19th Fri   
20th Sat   
21st Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms – Emma Duggan, Kirree Moore, 

Shannon Moore & Hannah Palmer 
22nd Mon   
23rd Tue   
24th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
25th Thurs   7.30 pm Wholeness & Healing Service 
26th Fri   
27th  Sat   
28th Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms – Lauren Callie Allwright &  

Daniel Patrick McGuinness 
29th Mon   
30th Tue   
31st Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 
THE PARISH OFFICE 

will be closed 26th August to 4th September incl. 
Urgent enquiries to The Vicarage 
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come that you may have life, life in all its fullness'. 
 
Living the life of Christ is not easy – He himself made it clear that it is 
not. 
 
But it is a life worth living and a life in which He is our constant 
companion and whether that life ends suddenly or not we are secure for 
eternity. 
 
We cannot sit back thinking because we have been baptised and perhaps 
confirmed and think that's it. 
 
We need to take hold of Christ and live the Christian life to the full. 
 
There were no half measures in Jesus' life and there shouldn't be in ours if 
we are serious about our faith. 
 
Let's take up our cross and follow Him. 
 
Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name, 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
to Kirsty McManus on being named as Young Citizen of Mann. 
 
Kirsty has been a member of St. Peter's Sunday School and also a helper. 
 
She is also very much involved in St. John's Ambulance and she fully 
deserves this recognition. 
 
Well done Kirsty! 
 
 

THE LORD BISHOP 
will be joining us to Celebrate and Preach 

on Sunday 21st August at 11 am 
 

 



MOTHERS' UNION                    
  
The Mothers Union during the flower festival had their Summer outing. 
Joined by friends almost 50 ladies and the Vicar took in the church's in the 
South taking part in this years festival.    We had tea at the Abbey Church, 
Ballasalla and what a wonderful tea it was. 
 
The Strawberry tea held at Woodlands made over £100 and this was given 
to Mums & Tots to help with their day out. 
 
The Evening Mothers' Union met to draft a programme for their meetings 
and have held a Bring and Share Supper this month. 

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader 
 

PARISH HALL APPEAL – Tynwald Day Stall 
 
Wet would be an understatement – drowned would be more accurate – but 
with Mildred Cooper's help who sadly ended up quite ill after such a 
soaking (but is now fully recovered) and the Edinburgh Boys Brigade who 
were camped nearby and helped us put up a gazeboe which gave us some 
shelter we made £300.    If the sun had shone as usual and the crowds had 
stayed to enjoy the Fair we probably would have made much more – but it 
was an experience! 
 
Thanks must go to Elsa Bridson (what an artist) who provided yet more 
prints and cards, Harvey Briggs who  donated copies of his book 'A 
Harvest of Memories – a lifetime in Manx Farming' and to Norman Sayle 
for his prints and to all those who did brave the rain and made the day so 
worthwhile. 
 
P.S. Thank you to everyone who sent cards and presents – it was certainly 
a Silver Wedding Anniversary with a difference. 

Nigel & Jane Cretney 
 
 
COMMEMORATIVE CERTIFICATES 
 
The General Registry have a range of certificates available for special 
occasions i.e. Silver, Ruby, Golden Wedding Anniversaries and 18th, 21st, 
80th, 90th and 100th Birthdays.    If you would be interested in purchasing 
(current fee £16.00) any of these certificates please contact Jane who has a 
supply of application forms in the Parish Office.  
 
 

PARISH HALL APPEAL – Tynwald Eve Concert 
 
A very big thank you to Wendy McDowell for organising the Tynwald 
Eve Concert in Church during the Flower Festival in aid of the Parish Hall 
Appeal – a real feast of music and song! 
 
The Church Choir (fresh from recording their CD) were simply fantastic – 
what talent and what beautiful soloists and duets.    The 'nightingales' 
certainly sang that night.    The audience enjoyed a real treat not forgetting 
the extremely talented Jim Caine on the ivory keys, Laura Cretney with a 
flute solo and of course Arthur Dyson with his marvellous monologue. 
Another big thank you must go to Jennifer Bird who stepped in to help 
with accompanying the Choir and to Rev Canon Hinton Bird who added 
his soft Welsh tones to those of the Choir. 
 
Not forgetting all the ladies who again provided a wonderful selection of 
food, and to our donor of the wine who wishes to remain anonymous and 
Elsa Bridson who provided such beautiful prints and cards – all hand 
made in aid the Appeal and which continued to sell well throughout the 
Festival.    The concert raised nearly £500 towards the Appeal. 
 
Finally a big thank you to everyone who brought tickets for the concert – 
your continuing support for the Hall Appeal never ceases to amaze.   
Thank you. 

 
LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
 
A very pleasant afternoon was spent at the Ladies Fellowship's garden 
party which was held last Saturday (23rd) on the Church Green.   The sun 
could have come out earlier but the lack of it did not stop the eating of 
cream scones, the tasting of home made wine and spending money at the 
stalls.    The afternoon raised over £340 which will be donated to various 
causes over the next year.   Thanks to all who came, both to Patrons and 
Workers. 

Hazel Johnson 
 

MORE NEWS FROM THE PARISH HALL 
 
Congratulations to the ever youthful looking Alan Moore who celebrated 
his 80th birthday recently with amongst other things a trip to the top of 
Snaefell where the 'bubbly' flowed.    Donations in lieu of presents 
amounted to £250.    Many thanks Alan. 

����



Looking for God 
 

I have looked for God everywhere 
Searched the seas, not found Him there. 
Looked to the skies, and the earth below. 

If you see him please let me know. 
I want to ask him many things. 

Like why has Saturn seven rings? 
Why the rainbows seven colours came, 

It is to brighten the sky after rain? 
The reason the ocean comes in and out? 

Why, the sun and moon use earth,  
as a round-a-bout? 

Why have rabbits got little tails? 
What makes the slime for slugs and snails? 

Who tells the wind which way to blow? 
How does it become cold enough for snow? 

Why is my friends skin black,  
and mine so white? 

what makes countries want too fight? 
If you see God, please tell me so 

I can ask him the things  
I need to know. 

~~~~~~~ 
 
 

                       
THREE RUBIES 
 
The "Three Rubies" wish to thank everybody who came to the Ceilidh, for 
making it a memorable night and would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who donated to the Parish Hall Appeal.    We've tried to 
personally thank as many people as possible but if your donation was 
slipped quietly in the box without a name we can't thank you individually.    
We raised the wonderful total of £1,360 and are very grateful to you all 
for your generosity. 

Hazel, Brian, Mariel, Ewan, Margaret & Howard 
 
 
 
 

 
THANK YOU 
seems too small a word to express our gratitude for your 
wonderful contribution to this year's 
MANX HERITAGE FLOWER FESTIVAL! 
We hope you had a very special week and that you will be 
able to pass on to all those who worked in your Church our 
heartfelt thanks for all the pleasure you gave to the 

thousands (yes- thousands!!) who visited the Festival Churches. 
 

With sincere good wishes from 
Cindy, June, Jean, Mary, Barbara, Pat, Judith and Richard 

MHFF Task Force 2005 
���� 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM 
THE PARISH OFFICE (675797)����
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EWAN & MARIEL are continuing their Ruby Wedding celebrations by 
holding "open house" at 32, Ballachrink Drive on Saturday, 6th August 
from 3 o'clock onwards and would love to see as many of you as possible, 
(preferably not all at once!!!) especially those who didn't make it to the 
Ceilidh, but everyone is welcome - strictly no presents please but we will 
have boxes for donations to the Parish Hall Appeal or Robert Owen House 
for anyone who hasn't already donated at the earlier joint gathering.  
 
FLOWER FESTIVAL   
 
1871 people visited St. Peter's during the Flower Festival and many were 
very complementary on both the flower displays and on the Church.    
Many thanks to the various groups who decorated a window or a table or 
the balcony – it was amazing to see the different interpretations on the 
theme – A Time to Remember.    Thank you to all those people who acted 
as stewards and donated cakes, etc. for the festival.    Well done everyone. 
 

This poem was sent in by Lisa Cheetham 
 

Don't Count Your Sheep 
 

When nights are long and sleep won't come, 
And you toss and turn in bed, 

Don't waste your time counting sheep, 
Talk to the Shepherd instead. 

This time when all around is still 
No one who will disturb, 

As in the silence to the Lord you come, 
You know you will be heard. 

Those things that have been on your mind, 
The worry and the care, 

Now in the stillness of the night 
Bring them to God in prayer. 

So do not fret when you cannot sleep, 
Or worry about next day, 

Draw near to God and peace will come, 
When you use this time to pray. 
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 Aimee Nicole Christian, William Christopher Roy Higgins,  

Stephen Daniel Thomas Higgins, Olivia Amber Rose Callister,  
Rebecca Jane Kaye and Charley Nicole Bell 

 

 
 Kevin Patrick and Sarah Jane Riley (Blessing) 
Ian Douglas Rowley and Sarah Louise Curphey 
Andrew David Corran and Cheryl Anne Davies 

Peter Alexander Van Toor and Jacqueline Clare Danaher 
  

��������	

 
Neil Williams and Harold Jones 

  

    
The offertory for June totalled £4,007.81 and was made up of £3,246.88   

pledged giving and £760.93 of loose plate giving. 
 

Flower Festival donations amounted to £1,177.16 less expenditure of 
£415.75 leaving a balance of £761.41. 

Thank you. 
 
AND YET MORE NEWS FROM THE PARISH HALL 
 
With Christmas (yes Christmas) just round the corner the Parish Hall is 
making Christmas much easier this year.    No need to spend hours in 
shops or looking through catalogues for presents for family and friends 
just watch out for the Recipe Book and the Church Choir CD in aid of the 
appeal – and why not get someone to put them in your stocking as well!    
Watch this space for the launch of the book and the CD. 


