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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 
 
 



Dear Friends, 
 
The challenge of connecting with those beyond the church has occupied 
my thoughts and the recent visit of the CMS team has been helpful in 
considering this matter. 
 
One fact seems to have stood out and that is how important our story is in 
making connections. 
 
Recently I was reading an article about mission and evangelism in 
Denmark and how traditional methods of reaching out such as street 
drama, sketch board presentations and handing out tracts had not been 
very effective. 
 
One member of the team was a film maker and he decided to 'hang out' 
where young people met and to share his story with them.    He knew the 
power of story.    He knew that when sat in front of a screen, watching a 
film, people open themselves up.    And he knew that story – his own and 
theirs – is the key to real relationships.    Stories illustrate that we worship 
and serve a living and active God. 
 
At the last All-Age Service four people shared their story and many found 
it helpful. 
 
There are some remarkable stories of God working in the lives of ordinary 
people.    I have just read about Karamjeet, who was a devout Sikh who 
came from India to live in Britain.    After she had given birth to a 
severely handicapped child she was rejected by the people with whom she 
worshipped.    The birth of a handicapped child was seen as a sign that she 
had committed a serious sin in a previous life.    She was led to read a 
book on Healing by Trevor Deering (an Anglican Minister) and she felt 
strongly that she needed to meet this man, however he lived in Seattle. 
 
Shortly afterwards a cousin of her husband died in America – she only 
lived 1 hour from Seattle.    So off she went to the USA only to discover 
that Trevor was on a visit to Britain.    She visited his church and was 
strongly moved to be baptised there and then, which she was.    Her life 
changed from that point on.    Some time later her son became seriously ill 
and she was asked if they could switch the life support machine off.    She 
refused and prayed.    Her son recovered.    At some point she heard Jesus 
speak.    He said: "You will make a film about me in Bollywood".    At the 
time this seemed impossible.     But one thing led to another.    She found 
herself in India making a short educational film about AIDS and this  

DIARY for July 
1st Sat   
2nd Sun   
3rd Mon   7.45 pm Key Group – 2 Wentworth Close 
    7.30 pm Vicar & Wardens Meeting – Parish Office 
4th Tue   1.30 pm Flower Festival Coach Trip 
    7.30 pm Alpha Course – Archibald Knox 
    7.30 pm Key Group 2  
5th Wed  NO HOLY COMMUNION – TYNWALD DAY 
6th Thurs   7.15 pm Wedding Preparation – Parish Office 
7th  Fri   1.30 pm Mums & Tots – Parish Hall 
8th Sat   
9th Sun   4.00 pm All Age Worship – Parish Hall 
10th Mon   7.45 pm Key Group – 2 Wentworth Close 
11th Tue   7.30 pm Key Group 2 
12th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
    7.30 pm Key Group – 76 King Edward Road 
13th Thurs   7.30 pm Wedding Preparation – Parish Office 
    8.00 pm Prayer Group – 4 Sea View Road 
14th Fri   1.30 pm Mums & Tots – Parish Hall 
    7.30 pm Key Group Leaders - Vicarage 
15th Sat   2.00 pm Wedding – Peter Kitchen & Jessica Edwards 
    2.00 pm Ladies Fellowship Garden Party 

11 Majestic Drive, Onchan 
16th Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Joseph Brian Thornley & 

                 Charles James Cowin 
17th Mon   7.30 pm Sunday School Teachers Meeting 
18th Tue   7.30 pm PCC Meeting – Parish Office 
19th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
    7.30 pm Midweek Service of Wholeness & Healing 

Speaker: Sir Lawrence New 
20th Thurs   7.30 pm Wedding Preparation – Parish Office 
21st Fri   1.30 pm Mums & Tots – Parish Hall 
22nd Sat   2.00 pm Village Fayre – Village Green, 'The Butt' 
23rd Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Ryan Philip Blayden & 

                 Caitlin Nicole Courtie 
24th  Mon   7.45 pm Key Group – 2 Wentworth Close 
25th Tue   7.30 pm Key Group 2 
26th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
    7.30 pm Key Group – 76 King Edward Road 
27th  Thurs   
28th Fri   1.30 pm Mums & Tots – Parish Hall 
29th Sat   2.00 pm Wedding: Mark Whalley & Victoria Cartwright 
30th Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Alexander Robert Webb & 

                 Daniel James Martin 
31st Mon 10.00 am Holiday Bible Club – Parish Hall 

 
PLEASE NOTE; 

 
Parish Office will be closed 

Monday 24th – Sunday 30th July incl. 
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opened the door for the film about Jesus – this is her next project. 
 
Our stories may not be as amazing as this but we should not be put off 
sharing them. 
 
What have we got to say about God and Jesus in our lives?   What is our 
experience of a living and active God. 
 
You may not feel confident of sharing your story up front in Church but 
you could share it with a non-churchgoing friend or how about writing it 
down and submitting it to the monthly leaflet? 
 
Let's have a flood of stories to encourage each other, but especially those 
beyond the Church. 
 
God is alive – let's share the evidence. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name, 
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MIDWEEK SERVICE 
with 

MINISTRY OF HEALING 
Wednesday 19th July 

at 7.30 pm 
Guest Speaker: Sir Lawrence New 

 
 



 
 
BISHOP WRITES June 2006                                           
 
 
 
There is in London a firm of church furnishers called Watts and Company. 
The name would suggest that its founder went by the surname of Watt, but 
this is not the case. The company was founded by an eminent Victorian 
architect and some friends. They knew what they wanted the company to 
produce, but they could not agree on a name. In exasperation, one of them 
said, "Oh, what's in a name!" Thus was the firm of Watts and Company 
named! 
 
The same sort of argument has been going on within the counsels of the 
Diocesan Training Institute! The institute was founded by Bishop Arthur 
Attwell in 1984. The aim was to train candidates for Reader ministry and 
the Non-Stipendiary Pr iesthood. In the twenty or so years since its 
foundation, theological education within the Church of England has 
changed dramatically. There are many more local training schemes, many 
of them being delivered by distance learning methods. It has also become 
apparent that there is a great thirst for Christian education amongst the 
whole body of Christ, not just those training for authorised and licensed 
ministries. 
 
To address these changing circumstances the institute board has decided to 
make a fundamental change in the way that Christian education is 
delivered in the diocese. 
 
From the star t of the new academic year in September the institute 
will be called THE DIOCESAN INSTITUTE OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION. 
 
So, why the change? 
 

·  The institute will continue to be the body that delivers the 
training course for Reader ministry within the diocese. It will 
cease to have any part in the discernment of vocation to this 
ministry. This will be handled by the Readers Board. 

·  The Foundation Course, which is the first year of this 
training, will be open to all who wish to explore their faith 
and belief. It is an ideal "starter" course for those thinking of 
doing some study. 
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Simon Skillen & Rebecca Hird 
16th June, 2006 

Andrew Michael Thompson & Alison Louise Clague 
17th June, 2006 

 
Wedding Blessing 

Glenn Geoffrey & Rebecca Jane Hudson 
10th June, 2006 

 
 

� � � � � � � � 	
 

  George Walker, George Duncan Kewley, Terence Bolton, 
Valerie Cubbon, Eleanor Braidwood, Marion Chamberlain 

  

    
 

The offertory for May totalled £6,570.42 and was made up of £5,248.63       
pledged giving and £1,321.79 of loose plate giving. 

 
Civic Service Collection £396.37 given to various Onchan Charities 

 
Thank you. 
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ON SALE AT ONLY £10  
 

Place your order(s) 
by telephoning Jane on (675797)  

 

(If you would like your copy posted 
please add £1 p&p – thank you) 

 
LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
 
Don't forget the Garden Party is to be held on the 15th July (not 22nd July) 
at 11 Majestic Drive, Onchan.    Tickets only £1.50 inc. refreshments. 
Any items of Bric-a-Brac, Raffle Prizes and cakes would be much 
appreciated. 

Hazel Johnson 
 

RACE FOR LIFE 
 
I would like to thank all the people who sponsored me in my Race for 
Life, despite the rain there was a very good turn out, the atmosphere was 
happy and supportive of each other.     I raised £114 and sent the cheque 
off last week.     Many thanks. 

Elizabeth Adams 
 

FLOWER FESTIVAL COACH TRIP – TUESDAY 4TH JULY 
 
Would you like to join us? 
 
We are visiting The Dhoon Church, Trinity United Reformed Church - 
Ramsey, St. Jude's, St. Andrew's – Andreas, St. Bridget's Church – Bride 
– where we will enjoy afternoon tea.      
 
To book please call Jane (675797) tickets £12 including tea. Open to All! 

·  Training for the priesthood will not be delivered in the future 
by the institute. Candidates will be enrolled in suitable 
schemes across, tailored for the needs of each individual 
person. 

·  There will be a greater emphasis on delivering, through the 
institute, practical courses for the lay people of the diocese. 
These could take the form of three or four week sessions 
dealing with matters such as the leading of intercessions; 
group work leadership; the welcome ministry in our churches. 

·  The name change is intended to signal the broadening of the 
brief of the institute to cover the educational opportunities for 
the whole body of Christ. 

 
If we are to take seriously the call to mission laid on our shoulders by 
Jesus, then every single one of us, whether ordained or lay, needs to be 
equipped for the work. We need to be ready to articulate our faith, to talk 
about it with confidence and assurance. It will not do any more to hide 
behind the notion that somehow our faith is a private thing that we do not 
speak of or share. If this notion were true, we would not be here now! 
DICE (Diocesan Institute of Christian Education) is a tool to empower 
God's people to speak out. 
 
.....Please do take time both privately and within your parishes to consider 
how you can better educate yourself for the proclamation of the gospel. 
What would you like to see the institute offering in the way of courses? 
Let us know your ideas! 
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MOTHERS' UNION                    
 
Mothers Union Deanery meetings have been held in June.    We welcomed 
to the Island Mrs Joyce Bush, Diocesan President of Worchester.    Joyce 
spoke at three meetings one in each Deanery about her work as an MU 
helper in the prisons in her Diocese.     She was both entertaining and 
informative about her work.    Members from St. Peter's attended Douglas 
and Ramsey meetings. 
 
The flower festival outing is drawing near have you booked your place 
yet?    If not see Jane. 
 
July 20th will see the visit to our branch of the Children of Chernobyl once 
again. 
 
Advance notice Mothers Union members are invited to a Manx Tay on 
Tuesday 15th August at 3 pm in the Vicarage Garden (if wet in the 
Vicarage).   

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader 
 
 
WANTED 
 
Do you have any photographs of activities over the years to show the life 
of St. Peter's? 
 
We are having a stand at the Village Fayre on 22nd July and would like to 
demonstrate to the people of Onchan that the Church is a living part of the 
community – Welcome and Open to All. 
 
Please let Jane have any photographs – many thanks. 
 
If you can help 'man' the stand please let Jane know. 
 
Please note – if wet on the Saturday the Fayre will be held on the Sunday. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  
 
To Lynda Kinrade and her friend Louise on completing their Parish Walk 
to Rushen in 4 hours.    They have raised £700 for the lifeboat service on 
whom the Island is so dependant. 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM 
THE PARISH OFFICE (675797)����

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
VICE-VERSA 

 
I t's good to get a letter, 

A greeting on the phone, 
A parcel is a nice surprise 

When you are on your own. 
 

I t's good to write a letter, 
Call someone on the phone, 

To send a parcel's a great idea 
For it proves you're not alone. 

 
by Fiona Germaine 

 
 

 
 
 



CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2006 
 
This year St. Peter's raised £2,472.47.    A big "Thank you" to everyone 
who supported our efforts, by envelope or personal giving, by trudging 
between doors (in rainy weather) to collect and by counting and checking 
the proceeds. 
 
Generally, people are happy to give money to Christian Aid each May … 
if someone calls at their door!    In recent years, St. Peter's volunteers have 
knocked on many doors and the resulting money, doubled by our 
Government, has helped to fund Manx – sponsored development projects 
in Uganda, Mali, Ethiopia and Bolivia. 
 
Yet, somebody has to get various things ready several weeks before 
collection time, or else Christian Aid Week just cannot happen at  
St. Peter's!    As 2007 will have to be my last year as organiser, I'm very 
hopeful that one or more others will be able and ready to replace me.    
Even this far ahead, please have a chat with me if you are interested in 
giving Christian Aid a future at St. Peter's, so that you can find out what 
help you might provide ….. the tasks are simple, the results a lifeline to 
the Third World! 
 

Eric Foster 
St. Peter's Christian Aid Organiser (627425) 

 
 

DO COME TO THE FAYRE 
 
The Parish Hall Appeal is having a stall at the Village Fayre on  
Saturday 22nd July on the Village Green in 'The Butt'.    So come along 
and look out for the stall – you never know there may be something you 
fancy! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ISLE OF MAN CHURCH LEADER 
 
It is with regret that we announce that the Church Leader, in its present 
form, has ceased publication with immediate effect. 
 
For some time, the Church Leader Support Group has been aware of the 
uncertain financial future of the paper, and other issues surrounding its 
production have caused us concern. 
 
The production and publication of the paper has been handled throughout 
by the Revd Ian Faulds, who has given of his time and energy 
unstintingly, to ensure that 'The Church Leader' has been a quality 
production, the envy of' other dioceses. However, this comes at a price, 
both in human and financial terms, for it has been difficult to recruit 
technical assistance for Ian and to increase the available finances 
significantly. 
 
On behalf of the Diocese, the Church Leader Support Group wishes to 
express our gratitude to Ian for a job extremely well done over the past ten 
years. 
 
In the autumn, a group will be formed from within the Diocese to 
ascertain the nature of any future diocesan publication. 
 

Archdeacon Brian Smith 
Chairman of the Leader Support Group   

 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
 
To Maff and Lynn Long  
on the birth of their baby daughter – Rosie 
on Monday 19th June 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

There will be NO Midweek Communion on 
Wednesday 5th July 
TYNWALD DAY 

 



 
ST. SWITHIN'S DAY – 15th JULY 
 
I expect most of us are familiar with the rhyme: 
 

St. Swithin's Day, if it does rain, 
For forty days it will remain; 
St. Swithin's Day, if it is fair, 

For forty days it will rain nae mair. 
 

Swithin lived in the 9th century, was known for his piety and eventually 
became Bishop of Winchester.     After his death, he was buried in a 
simple grave in the churchyard, according to his wishes.    A hundred 
years later, however, people wanted to honour him with a more elaborate 
tomb and so his remains were moved. 
 
Soon afterwards, the rain began to fall heavily and they thought that it was 
St. Swithin's tears of sorrow.    So once again he was moved, this time to a 
place inside Winchester Cathedral.    The sun at once began to shine, and 
the people believed that St. Swithin was happy once more. 
 
Since that time many have said that July 15th predicts the weather for the 
next 40 days and have watched it anxiously.    But it is also said that if 
rain does fall on St. Swithin's Day, then the apples watered by it are the 
juiciest you can get! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

A very successful businessman had this motto  
framed above his desk: 

 

 
 

There is no art in doing extraordinary things, 
but in doing ordinary things extra ordinarily well. 
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