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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 
 
 



Dear Friends, 
 
You may not have heard of Abdul Rahman, although his plight may have 
caught your eye in the national press in recent days. 
 
He is an Afghan man who, sixteen years ago, converted from being a 
Muslim to Christianity, which, under Sharia law is illegal. 
 
Recently he was caught with a Bible in his possession.    He was 
imprisoned and faced the death sentence unless he converted back to 
Islam.     Thankfully pressure from other countries and the Church has led 
to his release.      
 
Abdul is one of tens of thousands of Christians each year who are 
imprisoned or lose their lives because of their faith in Jesus.   This may 
shock us but shouldn't surprise us.    Jesus warned his disciples that they 
would be thrown out of the synagogues, be imprisoned, whipped and even 
killed. 
 
Just as the world hated Jesus and tried to get rid of him so the world will 
try to destroy Christians and so remove the proclamation of Jesus as Lord 
and Saviour.     The question is, are we going to allow this to happen or 
are we going to stand up and be counted? 
 
We are not called to produce converts by force, or critically judge others 
because they do not believe what we believe, but we are called to nail our 
colours to the mast and live lives that speak volumes of the love of God in 
Christ, even if such lives put us at risk.     Because we are comfortable and 
not at risk we can be complacent and luke-warm in our commitment.     
Indeed the words of the Lord to the Church in Laodicea could very well 
echo in our ears: 'I know your deeds, that you are neither hot nor cold.   I 
wish you were either one or the other!' (Revelation 3 v 15). 
 
Easter is an opportunity to revitalise our faith and draw closer to the Lord.    
We don't have to do this on our own: we have God's Holy Spirit and the 
Church to help us rekindle the flame of God's love in our hearts. 
 
Hopefully there is something for everyone in the Easter programme of 
services.    Easter brings us right to the very heart of the gospel message: 
the love of God expressed through Jesus on the cross and the new life we 
can enjoy, pioneered through the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
 

DIARY for April 
1st Sat   2.00 pm Wedding: Darren Corkill & Sarah Corrin 
    7.15 pm CMS Indian Meal – Braddan Church Hall 
2nd Sun   2.00 pm Baptism: Brandon Jack Campbell 
    7.30 pm Choir Practice 
3rd Mon   7.30 pm Vicar & Wardens Meeting – Parish Office 
4th Tue   7.30 pm Lent Course – Onchan Methodist Church 
5th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
  12.00 noon Lent Lunch – Parish Hall 
    7.30 pm Alpha Course – Parish Office 
    8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship – Parish Hall 
6th Thurs   8.00 pm Prayer Supper - Vicarage 
7th  Fri   1.30 pm Mums & Tots – Parish Hall 
    8.00 pm 'Christ Be Our Light' Concert – Parish Hall  
8th Sat   2.00 pm Baptism: Connor Lewis O'Rourke 
9th Sun   4.00 pm All Age Worship 
10th Mon   7.30 pm Holy Communion - Church 
11th Tue   2.00 pm Mothers' Union Holy Communion – Church 
    7.30 pm Marown Parish Church – Preacher: The Ven 

David Thomson, Archdeacon of Carlisle 
12th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
  12.00 noon Lent Lunch – Parish Hall 
    7.30 pm Alpha Course – Archibald Knox 
    7.30 pm Holy Communion - Church 
13th Thurs   6.00 pm Choir Practice – Church 
    7.30 pm Maundy Thursday Simple Fellowship Meal 

followed by Holy Communion and Stripping of 
the Altar - Church 

14th Fri 11.00 am Good Friday Morning Prayer – Church 
    2.00 pm Hour by the Cross - Church 
15th Sat   9.00 am Decorate Church for Easter 
    1.00 pm Wedding: Donald Beggs & Lisa Clarke 
    3.00 pm Wedding: Robert Syme & Shelley Mylchreest 
16th Sun   6.00 am CMS Sunrise Service – Douglas Head 
    9.00 am Easter Breakfast – Parish Hall – Tickets £5 
17th Mon   
18th Tue   
19th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion – Church 
    7.00 pm Ladies Fellowship – Walk in Molly Quirk's Glen 
    7.30 pm Alpha Course – Archibald Knox 
20th Thurs   7.30 pm PCC AGM & Faith Supper – Parish Hall 
21st Fri   3.00 pm Wedding: Adam Kennedy & Sarah Hardman 
    8.00 pm Broughton Church Choir sing Evensong-Church 
22nd Sat   
23rd Sun   2.00 pm Baptism: Olivia Grace Healey 
24th  Mon     
25th Tue     
26th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
27th  Thurs   7.45 pm Evening Mothers' Union – Parish Hall 
28th Fri   1.30 pm Mums & Tots – Parish Hall 
29th Sat     
30th Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Tegan Jessica Bell, 

Keyla Louise McGlynn, & Harvey Gordon Nelson 
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We are reminded of the reality of God's forgiveness and the burden it lifts  
from our shoulders, and the joy of being filled with God's life-giving 
Spirit. 
 
We need to shed tears of sorrow at the foot of the cross for our own 
sinfulness and God's need to sacrifice his only Son, and tears of joy at the 
meeting with the risen Lord on Easter Day. 
 
Let's be determined to renew our walk with him, regardless of the cost, 
and may we anticipate the joy of heaven. 
 
What a difference such an attitude will make to our Easter worship. 
 
Perhaps, maybe, who knows?     You might turn from being an occasional 
worshipper to a regular one, from a spectator to someone who engages 
fully in the life of God's community in this place. 
 
Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name, 
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ST. PETER'S PARISH CHURCH 
ANNUAL VESTRY &  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 
in the 

PARISH HALL  
on 

THURSDAY 20TH APRIL 
at 

7.30 pm 
followed by a FAITH SUPPER 

(everyone is invited to br ing a supper plate for  1 person)� 
 

Show your support for the work of St. Peter 's  
by turning up on this important occasion. 
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PCC REPORT  
 
Meeting held at Parish Office March 23rd.    Vicar opened the meeting 
with a bible reading and prayers. 
 
Matters arising included confirmation of a visit from Broughton Church 
Choir on April 21st also the welcome packs are nearly ready. 
 
Treasurer in his report discussed progress of 5 year budget and the 
importance of Stewardship scheme.    The Vicar reported on the 
Celebration of Marriage service and the general feeling was very positive.    
The poor response from recently married couples was noted.    For Easter 
the usual services are planned including Holy Communion on Monday 
and Wednesday at 7.30 pm, Maundy Thursday – Fellowship meal, Holy 
Communion and Stripping of the Altar at 7.30 pm.   A special service of 
note is on April 11th at Marown Parish Church preacher the Ven. David 
Thomson Archdeacon of Carlisle.    CMS is coming to the Island in May 
visiting St. Peter's on May 11th, May 12th and May 14th.    Vicar reported 
that there was a favourable response to changing 8 am service to 9 am, 
also positive response to the family service with many families present. 
 
PCC Away Day cancelled due to snow to be held later in the year. 
 
Alpha Course is progressing well with 15 members meeting each 
Wednesday.    A.G.M. with faith supper is April 20th. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.30 pm with prayers and the grace. 
 

Malcolm Turner 
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Danielle Wilkinson, George Collins, 

Emily Grace Kneen & Jasmine Breesha Johnstone 
 

 
 

  Robert Paul Callister and Victoria Campanelle 
   Friday 24th March, 2006 
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Arthur Proudfoot, Edward Howard Mainwaring,  
& Dorothy Elizabeth Caley, 

  
 

    
 

The offertory for February totalled £7,766.32 and was made up of 
£5,759.88 pledged giving and £2,006.44 of loose plate giving. 

 
Thank you. 

 
PLEASE NOTE CLOSING DATE 

 

FOR ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN NEXT REVIEW 
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VANDALISM 
 
Sadly in recent weeks there has been some vandalism in the graveyard.    
Not to the graves thankfully but to lamps and benches.    The police have 
been informed and have stepped up their patrols in the area but we can all 
do our bit.    Why not take the occasional walk through the graveyard – 
the light nights are coming – your presence might just make the vandals 
think twice before causing any further damage. 
 
If you see anyone causing damage or behaving suspiciously in the 
graveyard or indeed anywhere else in Onchan then telephone  
 Onchan Police Station (675190) or  r ing  
 Freephone Cr imestoppers Isle of Man 0800 555 111 
 
Together we can defeat this menace. 
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DIOCESE  
OF  

SODOR & MAN 
 

 
 

POST OF SECRETARY OF THE DIOCESAN 
SYNOD 

AND 
OTHER SYNODICAL COMMITTEES 

 

The Lord Bishop seeks to appoint a person to this important 
administrative part time paid position within the diocese,  

to start on 1st June 2006. 
 

For full details and application form please contact: 
 

The Bishop’s Secretary 
Bishop’s House  

The Falls 
Tromode Road 
Cronkbourne 

IM44PZ 
email: bishop-sodor@mcb.net 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

Tuesday 11th April: Marown Parish Church 
at 7.30 pm 

 

The Venerable David Thomson, Archdeacon of Carlisle 
will Preach at a Service of the Word 

"The Torment of the Cross"  



         14th to 20th May, 2006 
 
This year, Island churches will be collecting to fund a project in Bolivia.    
It will be in an area where 92% of the people are in poverty and where 
other separate Christian Aid – funded projects are working nearby.    I 
understand that villagers will be trained to become more self-sufficient by 
introducing new farming methods, crops and animal husbandry. 
 
Last year, thirty of us from St. Peter's were out for a few hours each 
calling at Onchan homes – with another five helping behind the scenes.    
Some are able to help regularly but, each year, primarily because of 
illness, we lose a few collectors.    Perhaps you don't see a collector in 
your area?     In 2005, we got to 1200 addresses in our half of Onchan.    
To do more, Christian Aid needs more people like you to volunteer to join 
in this one-week effort! 
 
In recent years our Government has recognised the importance of this 
annual Overseas Aid collection by matching, from revenues, £1 for each 
£1 we've managed to collect.     Do please give me a ring, on 627425 (or 
see me in Church) if you'd l ike to talk about the help you might be able to 
offer – but the sooner the better, please, so that we can all be set-up and 
ready to start on 14th May. 

Eric Foster, St. Peter's Christian Aid Co-ordinator 
 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
 
Our first meeting in March was called 'Flowers through the Seasons' 
which was the theme of the demonstration given by Mrs E. Speers.    
Many helpful tips were gleaned and the finished arrangements were 
raffled at the end of the evening. 
 
Our second meeting was also a learning one, 14 members went to Mrs 
Wendy Allan's studio for a pottery class.    11 of us were shown how to 
make 'thumb pots' and 3 members who had made thumb pots before made 
dishes.    Everybody had a very enjoyable evening.    The dishes and pots 
were left for firing and glazing and these have now been forwarded to 
their makers. 
 
Shoes of different sorts will be needed for our April meetings – dancing 
shoes for the meeting on the 5th and walking shoes for the 17th (Please note 
7 pm start from 18 Snaefell Crescent for this meeting). 

Hazel Johnson 
 

 
MOTHERS' UNION                    
 
The March wind doth blow and we shall have snow, yes we have had 
snow and a lot of rain this month but it's not stopped the Mothers' Union 
ladies from turning out for their meetings. 
 
We began the month at the Women's World Day of Prayer service at  
St. Anthony's.    What a lovely service that was. 
 
The afternoon ladies then went on to 'Count your Blessings' over a tea and 
chat afternoon.    Our next meeting enjoyed a visit from Mrs Sheila 
Breffitt and her life story through Hats. 
 
The Evening Mothers' Union had a full house in the Parish Office to hear 
from Mrs Mary Carter all about 'Have you ever met an Angel'. 
 
The month ended with Mothering Sunday and ladies joining together to 
make up the posies ready for the Sunday service.    Thank you all. 
  

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader 
 
 
DECORATING CHURCH FOR EASTER           
 
 

The ladies decorate the Church for Easter on Saturday 15th April at 9am. 
Any donations of flowers to assist would be much appreciated - buckets 
will be placed in the porch on Friday morning 14th April for any flowers.   
Alternatively you may like to give a donation towards flowers; this can be 
given to Mrs Christine Sanders.    Thank you. 
 
EASTER OFFERTORY 

 

The Wardens and PCC wish to remind everyone that the Easter Offertory 
makes up part of the Vicar’s stipend.    The Isle of Man is the only diocese 
in the Church of England which retains this ancient custom and it is an 
opportunity for all of us to express our thanks, in a tangible way, to the 
Vicar for his work in the Parish and for his pastoral care.    As we operate 
a Stewardship giving scheme at St Peter’ s, however, only the loose plate 
collection and gifts made in non-stewardship envelopes will be included.   
Anyone wishing to do so may hand their gift to one of the Wardens.         
Thank You 
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'HEAVENLY VOICES' – in aid of the Par ish Hall Appeal 
 
The eagerly awaited CD from the Church choir – 'Christ Be Our Light' – 
is to be launched at a special concert and coffee evening in the Parish Hall 
on Friday 7th April at 8 pm.    Admission is free. 
 
The CD costing just £10, will be on sale at the concert with all the 
proceeds going to the Parish Hall Appeal.     So come along.    You are 
assured of a warm welcome and a great night out – and you'll be 
supporting the Appeal as well. 
 
Thank you. 

 

 
St. Peter 's Church Choir  CD 
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ON SALE AT ONLY 
£10  

 

Place your order(s) 
by telephoning Jane on (675797)  
if you cannot get to the concer t. 

 
(If you would like your copy posted 

please add £1 p&p – thank you) 
 
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Sunday 13th August at 12.30 pm in the Vicarage Garden - the hugely 
successful Pimms and Ploughman's Lunch will be repeated.     Proceeds to 
the Parish Hall.     Tickets available nearer the time but put the date in 
your diary now. 
 
 
 



 
�

�

�
in 

Onchan Parish Hall 
at 

9.00 am 
on 

Easter Sunday  
��

Tickets £5 (Children £2) 
 

available from Jane (675797) 
 

 
ALL GLORY, LAUD AND HONOUR 

 
A hymn especially associated with Palm Sunday is "All glory, laud and 
honour, to thee, Redeemer, King", and it is sung in many of our churches 
on that day. 
 
There is a nice story about its origin.    On Palm Sunday AD 821, a crowd 
had gathered in the ancient French city of Angiers to see the annual 
procession of dignitaries headed by the king, pass through the streets. 
 
Their route went by the cloisters where Theodulph, Bishop of Orleans, 
had been imprisoned and deprived of his bishopric for supposedly 
plotting.    As the procession drew level with his cell it came to a halt, for 
a voice could be heard singing something that they had never heard 
before, "All glory, laud and honour!" 
 
The king listened, deeply moved, and when he discovered that the singer 
was the imprisoned Theodulph, he ordered his immediate release, and 
restoration as Bishop.     Further, he commanded that the lovely hymn 
should be sung every year during the Palm Sunday processions. 
 
However, the unfortunate truth is that he probably remained imprisoned 
until his death in December, 821, possibly of poisoning.  
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I  walked into the Garden, 
They call Gethsemane 

And there it was I  knew the Saviour died for me 
 

I  walked into the Garden 
And breathed the purest air. 

I t was a lovely Garden for Jesus had been there. 
 

I  walked into the Garden  
My soul was sanctified 

For there it was I  knew that Christ had never died 
 

I  walked out of the Garden 
My soul was cleansed of sin 

Oh yes I  know the reason it was because of Him 
 

Come with me to the Garden –  
And lay your burdens there 

For Jesus knows your sorrows he knows your every care 
 

Receive His grace and pardon 
Confess your every sin 

Come with me to the Garden and dwell in Peace with Him 
Unknown 

 
�


