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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 



Dear Friends, 
 

‘Send us out, in the power of your spirit, to live and work to your praise 
and glory’.   This prayer, sometimes used towards the end of a church 
service, reminds us that praise should continue – and not be forgotten – 
until the congregation arrives at church the following week. 
 

Living and working to God’s glory is our calling and aspiration.   A wise 
spirited mentor once said, “We become what we pray”.  What is true for 
an individual is also true for a church. 
 

The summer months have offered a time of refreshment and renewal.   
Summertime is when many have enjoyed holidays.   Holidays involve 
packing and wondering what we will need to take with us.   Jesus says 
take just what you need – not everything you possess (Mark 6: 8-9).  Why 
is it that we want to carry so much?    
 

It is our security: yet carrying less means we have less to lose and worry 
about (Matthew 6: 19-34).  Minnie Louise Harkins’ poem ‘The gate of the 
year’ explains that Christ is what we need: a living relationship rather 
than something else we can possess. 
 

It is not how widely you have travelled that is of interest to God – it is 
how deeply you have journeyed.   Except for his childhood exile in 
Egypt, Jesus never travelled further than 60 miles from his home town, 
yet he explored the heart of every community that he encountered.  In 
Jericho, for instance, he met characters like Zacchaeus and Bartimaeus, 
and spoke to all those who knew them as well, changing their lives, not 
for a fortnight, but for a lifetime. 
 

Holidays give us enough space to see the world differently, whether we 
travel to a far off destination with a different culture, or see our own 
Island, our own village through someone else’s eyes.   As Bartimaeus 
and Zacchaeus saw Jericho in a new light (Luke 18 and 19), what would 
people see if they walked with Jesus for a day in our Island and village? 
 

All of us like to receive a warm welcome when we arrive somewhere, so 
we should be ready to provide a welcome too.   Abraham and Sarah 
welcomed to their camp travellers who turned out to be messengers 
telling of the future birth of Isaac. 
 

When we welcome strangers, we too may hear wonderful messages that 
might otherwise pass us by.   The writer of the letter to the Hebrews 
encourages us to be active and open to the idea of ‘entertaining angels 
unaware’. 

DIARY for September, 2010 
1st Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
2nd Thurs   
3rd Fri   
4th Sat   
5th  Sun   
6th Mon   
7th  Tue   2.00 pm Mothers’ Union Service in Church 
8th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
9th Thurs   
10th Fri   
11th Sat   
12th  Sun 11.00 am FISS – Parish Hall 
    2.00 pm Baptisms: Sian Alexandra Mahood & 

                 Lennon Benjamin Skillicorn 
    7.30 pm BUZZ - Kenyons 
13th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
14th Tue   
15th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
      7.30 am HomeGroupFour – 76 King Edward Road 
16th  Thurs   
17th Fri   
18th Sat   
19th Sun 11.00 am Sunday School – Parish Hall 
  11.00 am Lazer Group – Parish Office 
  11.00 am Confirmation Service – Bishop Robert 
    2.00 pm Baptisms: Imogen Leah Stewart & 

                 Alicia Marie Fryer 
20th Mon   
21st Tue   2.00 pm Mothers’ Union – Parish Hall 
22nd Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
      7.30 pm HomeGroupFour – 1 Birch Hill Avenue 
23rd Thurs   7.30 pm Evening Mothers’ Union – Union Mills 
24th  Fri   
25th Sat   7.30 am Men’s Breakfast – Hilton Hotel 
    3.00 pm Wedding: Lee Bass & Krittayaporn Namprakai 
26th Sun  BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY 
    1.00 pm Baptism: Selena Charlotte Boyde 
27th  Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
28th  Tue   2.30 pm Nigel visits Heywood Court 
29th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
      7.30 pm HomeGroupFour – 76 King Edward Road 
30th Thurs   
 

Mrs Freda Black will bring  
a Fairtrade stall to Church 

on the 3rd Sunday each month 
at 11am and 6.30 pm services 

 

July takings amounted to £73.80 
Please continue to support the stall – thank you 
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The offertory for June totalled £6,316.82 and was made up of £5,172.50 

pledged giving and £1,144.32 of loose plate giving.   
 

The offertory for July totalled £2,271.97 and was made up of £792.00 
pledged giving and £1,479.97 of loose plate giving.   

 
Thank you. 

 
 
 
 

We might follow Jesus’ example in welcome: following the resurrection 
he had food ready for the disciples at Galilee (John 21).   What kind of  
welcome do we provide to visitors – and as visitors how do we assist the 
process of building meaningful relationships? 
 

The Church has been described as a co-op that exists for the benefit of 
those who are not its members.   It should be our joy constantly to be 
considering how we can be a caring, sharing co-op and not a closed 
club. 
 

Back to Church Sunday gives us just such an opportunity.  It is based 
on a very simple idea. 
 

Members of the congregation think of someone whom they would like 
to invite to church.   They may be a lapsed churchgoer or new to church.   
They offer to collect them to take them to church.   Sit with them.   
Introduce them to others.   They give a follow up invite to a service, or 
another church event or for coffee or a meal perhaps. 
 

May we not be afraid to take the initiative and invite people to Back to 
Church Sunday on Sunday 26th September, 2010. 
 

Tell them to come as they are.   Some may be lonely, others excited or 
happy and eager.   Some may be sad or in love, others may be curious.   
We may all be surprised. 
 

Don’t leave it to others – DO IT YOURSELF. 
 

Please pray for a good response. 
 

Yours in Christ 
&�0������
���&�0������
���&�0������
���&�0������
����� ����������
Licensed Reader 

 
It is important that during the Interregnum we continue to 
care for and keep in touch with the sick. 
 

If you know or hear of anyone who is ill please let Jane 
Cretney know 675797.    She will arrange for people to be 
visited and/or for names to be placed on the prayer list. 
 

Thank you. 
 
 



THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEAM  announces the devastating news that 
Deborah Haddock, our much valued and most efficiently well organised 
admin person, has decided to relinquish her role within the team while 
she focuses her attention on work related studies.  We wish to record our 
grateful thanks and appreciation for all Deborah's cheerfully organised 
work and liaison between parents, helpers, PCC members, policemen, 
prize-giving speakers and presenters, trainers and Father Christmas - to 
mention but a few!  Thanks Debs - you've been a star!  (and any time 
you think better of it, you know who to call ...!)" 
 

Amanda, AnneMarie, Jane R, Jane M, Lucy and Lyn  
����
A PLEA!   To anyone who is feeling under-utilised?  Or who has a 
perhaps as yet undiscovered gift for working with children?  Or who 
loves organising and keeping pieces of paper in order?  Sunday School 
Team Needs YOU!!  We were once a 9 strong team, however, this has 
dropped to 6 and of this number only 5 can regularly make a regular 
commitment to Sunday School throughout the year.  We are looking to 
move to a rota system for teaching duties in the hope that a week off 
might be possible for us all, however, this will not be practicable unless 
we have more people on the team.  A few parents have kindly agreed to 
assist helping out on a rota basis and this will be a huge help - thank 
you.  All further offers will be most appreciated.  If you think this might 
be your 'thing' especially if you feel able to take over from Deborah 
as our Administrator then please speak to any member of the team 
when you see them or call Amanda Kimberley on 664756 or Carole 
Bairstow on 628629.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

����
ONCHAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
 

Our annual Flower Festival will be held this year on Saturday  
11th September from 2 pm to 5pm in Onchan Youth & Community 
Centre in School Road. 
 

The amazing range of fruit, flowers, vegetables, confectionary, plants, 
flower arrangements and children’s displays are well worth a visit. 
Some of the children’s fruit and vegetable animals and creatures from 
worlds unknown are wonderful – how about your children having a try?   
How about the parents showing us how clever they are at growing 
produce and cookery?     Be brave – have a go! 
 

Any enquiries for information or brochures please contact me. 
Margaret Corlett 

18 Snaefell Crescent - Tel: 675223 
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27th June, 2010 

Cordelia Dawn Armstrong & Max George Messenger  
 11th July, 2010 

 Charlotte Wilkinson & Eva Freda Macaulay 
18th July, 2010 

 Demi Louise Watterson & Ethan Hallam Don Crossley  
8th August, 2010 

 Lauren & Leyla Bayle-Moore 
22nd August, 2010 

Evelyn Icilda Gayle & Sarah Jane Gayle 
Lexi Amelia Midghall & Ryan Storey Christian 

 

 
24th July, 2010  

Juan Douglas Hull Brown & Linzi Michelle Sayle 
30th July, 2010  

Daniel Robert Wood & Samantha Jane Yewdall 
31st July, 2010  

Christopher Paul Cowell & Natasha Monica Aspell 
Gary James Price & Sarah Ann Louise Bullock 

 
 

��������	
 

Arthur Fenton Dyson, Sarah (Sally) Elizabeth Wright, 
Arthur George King, William Norman Cowin, 

Frederick Roy Crook, Nancy Barbara Quayle, Joan Baird, 
Sidney Earnest Morrell Jones, Muriel Duggan, Elsie Teare,  
Colin Scholefield, Margaret McCoubrey, Ronald Butler,  

Margaret Catherine Killey 
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 ........follow in the footsteps of many others as����we walk the highways 
and byways of our beautiful Island home.����
 

Enjoy the company, the sun on your back (hopefully only a few drops of 
rain!), the wind in your hair, the breathtaking scenery, the occasional 
slurp of wine, a meal, a picnic – the key words are social and enjoy! 
 

SEPTEMBER – Just the one walk in September, Ah! the nights are 
drawing in and there seems so much else on in September but what a 
walk and one we planned to do before but were rained off !   
 
SATURDAY 18th SEPTEMBER – Port Grenaugh, Port Soldrick and 
Cass Ny Hawin.    Possibly a slurp and something to eat afterwards.   
Prompt start from the Church car park at 1.30 pm.   The minibus 
has been booked – so please book your place with Nigel (496109), 
Elaine (416669) or Peter (496395).  Thank you. 
 
THEN SATURDAY 23rd OCTOBER – another walk in the beautiful 
Manx countryside and possibly a spot of lunch?   Details to follow. 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER  – if in doubt check with Nigel, Elaine or Peter.   
 
REMEMBER THE KEY WORDS .... 
‘SOCIAL AND ENJOY’  – Why not bring a friend or two! 
 

*   NEW WALKERS ALWAYS WELCOME  * 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP  
 
Hope you all enjoyed your summer holiday! 
 
Our winter session will commence on the 6th October – I hope to have 
the programme completed and out by then but if not, please do come 
along at 8 pm.   

Hazel Johnson  
 
MOTHERS' UNION                     
  
Well the summer is nearly over – what summer I hear you say!   It 
wasn’t beach weather was it? 
 
Some members attended the Wave of Prayer and Founders Day service 
at St. Paul’s Church, Ramsey on Monday 9th August, which was a lovely 
service conducted by the Rev. Canon David Greenwood, Rural Dean 
who also played the piano magnificently for the last hymn – it was a real 
treat. 
 
The Committee have met and have put together a programme for the 
forthcoming year.    Our opening service is on Tuesday 7th September at 
2pm in Church.      I look forward to welcoming you all and please be 
encouraged to invite someone to join you for the service, or indeed to 
any Mothers’ Union meeting – they may just be waiting to be asked!!! 

Jane Cretney, Branch Leader 
 

THANK YOU  - I would just like to say thank you to everyone who 
helped us when Ryan & I were in Alder Hey.   To all of you who prayed 
for us, phoned (both to Alan and to me), sent text messages, cards and 
gifts, looked out for Connor when he was home alone – fed him and 
washed his school uniform! – delivered Ryan’s Couriers and my church 
magazines – the list goes on – thank you all so very very much.   Your 
phone calls and messages of support really kept me going while I was 
there, and to know everyone was praying for his recovery was 
appreciated more than words can say.    Thank you all. 

Katherine Davis 
 

And we’ve just heard Ryan has been given the all clear by Alder Hey.   
God does answer prayers. 



 
 
In 2009 Back to Church Sunday mobilised around 6,000 churches 
across the world (4,650 in the UK) to invite their friends to 
church. As a result over 80,000 extra people attended church on 
Back to Church Sunday in the UK alone, with a long-term result 
of around 10,000 people added to the church in one day.     
 
WHO WILL YOU INVITE?  
 
‘Every member of the congregation is encouraged to invite a 
friend to church on – 
 

Sunday 26h September 
 

Not just invite but accompany the friend to church, sit with them, 
and introduce them to others’. 
 
‘Then perhaps offer a further invite for coffee, or back to church, 
or another church event’. 
 
‘It is not just one Sunday we should be doing this, it should be 
ongoing, part of the DNA of our Church’s Mission’. 
 

LETS AIM TO DOUBLE THE CONGREGATION 

 
  
 

........ LET’S PACK THE PEWS! 
 

BIODIVERSITY DAY.   BIO – WHAT?  
WEDNESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 
 
STOP PRESS - An extract from a world wide message on behalf of the 
Archbishop’s Council, Church of England. 
 
‘Charlecote in Warwickshire only has two bells, but will be ringing them 
and at Christ Church Whittington in Norfolk Jenny Elsey will be ringing 
the church's only bell. St Peter’s Church in Onchan on the Isle of Man 
has a special reason to ring its bell as this was where Rear Admiral 
William Bligh was married. As well as finding fame through the 
Mutiny on the Bounty, Bligh was also a world famous botanist.’  
 
So what is Biodiversity Day? 
 
The ringing is part of a celebration of the fact that for the first time ever 
biodiversity is being discussed by Heads of State in the United Nations. 
The word ‘biodiversity’ is still little understood and so this will be an 
opportunity to highlight how our lives are closely interlinked with our 
environment. Plants, animals and life as we know it are all linked and 
the loss of one species can affect many others. 
 
2010 has been named International Year of Biodiversity to draw 
attention to the accelerated rate at which species are being lost as a result 
of human activities, currently 1,000 times the natural rate and rising. The 
Church of England as an official supporter of IYB-UK has been invited 
by the UN to encourage its churches to ring bells between 12noon and 
2pm on 22 September. The aim is to remind people throughout the 
country of the crisis but also to celebrate the church and church people's 
role in celebrating and recording the biodiversity contained in its 12,000 
churchyards.  
 
In addition to the ringing of the bell there will be a short service at  
12.30 pm to celebrate the beauty of the earth – this will be followed by 
soup and a bread roll.    
 
SO COME FOR LUNCH and help us celebrate this important day. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

          
 

 
.......making Christ visible 
 
The Diocese of Sodor and Man               Septembe r 2010 
 

News from the Bishop’s office: 
 
Welcome to TOGETHER a replacement for ‘Bea Vie’ during the four 
remaining months of 2010 while we decide on the future for a Diocesan 
or ecumenical newsletter for the Churches. 
 

BEA VIE and the CHURCH LEADER before it, have done a great job 
over many years but we are in a new age of instantaeous electronic 
communication at a fraction of the cost of printing, and at a smaller cost 
to the environment.   It is being sent to all clergy, readers and 
churchwardens. 
 
An electronic copy of TOGETHER will be emailed to Jane in the Parish 
Office during the last week of each month and Jane will arrange for it to 
be distributed.    This can be electronically; relevant extracts included in 
our Monthly Review – such as ‘A word from the Bishop’ and a copy will 
be displayed on the Church noticeboard.    
 
If you want to receive TOGETHER electronically then let Jane know by 
sending a email to enquiries@stpeterschurch.org.im    Don’t forget the 
Monthly Review is also on our website: www.stpeterschurch.org.im 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A word from the Bishop  
 

����������	
��
You will have heard of the debates and decisions 
of the General Synod of the Church of England at 
its meeting in York last July. For some, this has 
seemed to be a sign of the end of the Church of England (whose 
death has been predicted before), for others it has seemed to be a 
great victory, but for most of us it was a natural and reasonable 
result of the guidance of the Holy Spirit. So, for me, the decision to 
proceed with great caution (and do not let anyone convince you 
that the Church is rushing headlong into anything!) towards the 
eventual ordination of women as bishops was a non-event because 
it was exactly what we should expect of a Church that seeks to trust 
in the guidance of God. 
 
Those who attended my ‘First Sermon’ on the Island in Malew 
Church may remember that I preached on a small but vital parable 
of Jesus found in Matthew 13. 51-52, in which he urges teachers 
who are also learners to be wise and bring from their treasure what 
is new and what is old. 
 
‘The old’, being part of something unbroken by time, particularly 
being part of the Church inaugurated by covenant with Abraham, 
gives depth to the picture of faith. For if we fail to give priority to 
the Bible as it is read with reason in the light of a living tradition, or 
fail to recall our own story, we may know everything about the 
present moment but we will lose our spiritual and moral bearings 
and mislead others. Conversely, a failure to understand and use 
‘the new’ leaves us with a faith that’s a museum-piece, an 
irrelevance, a faith rightly rejected as absurd by our 
contemporaries. 
 
That difficult course, holding together both the ‘old’ and the ‘new’ 
is what the Synod prayed for and, astonishingly, I believe is 
beginning to achieve. 
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Autumn is a time of NEW BEGINNINGS 
 

Friday 10th September 
Pre-school Mums & Tots 1.15 pm to 3 pm – Parish Hall 

Sunday 12th September 
Sunday School & Lazer Group start with a FISS (Family in 

Sunday School) at 11 am – Parish Hall 
BUZZ meets7.30 pm in Kenyon’s 

Monday 13th September 
Pre-school Peter Bear 10.15 am - Parish Hall 

 
and if you are a little older....... 

Tuesday 7th September 
Mothers’ Union restarts with a service in Church at 2 pm 

Thursday 23rd September 
Evening Mothers’ Union 7.30 pm at Jane’s 

Wednesday 6th October 
Ladies Fellowship 8 pm – Parish Hall 

 
And from Dear Friends ...... 
 

THE GATE OF THE YEAR 
 

I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year 
'Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.' 
And he replied, 
'Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God 
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way!' 
 

So I went forth and finding the Hand of God 
Trod gladly into the night 
He led me towards the hills 
And the breaking of day in the lone east. 
 

So heart be still!  
What need our human life to know 
If God hath comprehension? 
In all the dizzy strife of things 
Both high and low, 
God hideth his intention."  

by Minnie Louise Harkins 1875-1957 
 

Hot off the Press 
 
This month sees the beginnig of our partnership with the Scripture 
Union Ministries Trust (SUMT) on the Island.   It is a partnership that 
other churches and denominations are also entering into – from the 
north, south, east and west of the Island; from Anglicans, to Methodists, 
to Baptists, to Pentecostals – ITS AN EXCITING TIME. 
 
So what’s it all about.   SUMT work to build God’s Kingdom amongst 
children, young people and churches – our church. 
 
Schools: We dream of schools being well resourced for Christian 
  education, able to link with local expressions of  
  Christian faith, and for Christian young people and 
  teachers to thrive in the school environment. 
Churches: We dream of church which is equipped to engage in 
  relevant ways with children and teenagers.   We aim to 
  build, strengthen and develop local sustainable  
  expressions of excellent practice. 
Leaders: We dream of a new generation of leaders, full of 
  integrity, intimate in their relationship with God, 
  passionate about practical theology, and grounded in a 
  self-motivated, unshakable, contagious Christian faith. 
 
This is a partnership with us using SUMT volunteers.    We will be 
sharing our volunteer with St. Ninians.   Next year we hope to have our 
own volunteer just for Onchan but it will cost us more money.   So lets 
see how this year goes and give a BIG WARM HEARTED WELCOME 
TO: 
 
ANAMARIA PAIZAN, aged 20 years from Romania. 
 
who is fresh from her studies at an English Bible College as she gets to 
know us and we get to know her. 
 
Then the big day.   Anamaria will be commissioned to work in our 
Parish by Bishop Robert no less at our Harvest Festival Sunday 10th 
October at 11 am.   So put the date in your diary and join us as we  
welcome Anamaria. 

Nigel 
 
 
 


