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To be central to the life of Onchan,
Providing a Christian Witness,
Worship and Welcome to all.




Dear Friends,

It wasin Antioch that the discipleswerefirst called "Christians'.  Prior
to thisthey were referred to as people of 'the Way' reminding us what
Jesus said: "1 am the Way, and the Truth and the Life".

At present | am reading avery challenging book caled 'The Jesus Way' by
Eugene Peterson (author of the trandation of the Bible called The

Message).

We tend to think of the Way as apath to follow, alineonthemap. Itis
the route to a particular destination.

Jesus isthe Way and the destination.  Understanding thisis very
important if we are to experience the fulness of the Christian life.

It iseasy to regard the Way as the Ten Commandments and perhaps the
Sermon on the Mount.  Or to think of the Way as Church going.  If this
isall we think we miss out.

In reading Peterson's book | came across the following story:
A man and his friend were driving through some beautiful
scenery. Thedriver was pointing out various landmarks -
awaterfall, amountain, aforest, etc. His passenger was
following the route on aroad map.  She picked out the
features on the map but never once looked up to observe the
beauty.

Being followers of the Way is more than observing the line on the map, its
enjoying the redity of what the map shows.

Likewiseit is not only following the guidelinesin the scripture but it is
walking with the person who lives out the guidelines, non other than Jesus
himself.

Jesus doesn't just provide the map, or point out the way, heis the Way.
We engage with him and he engages with us—we walk together.

Another danger isthat our hearts and minds are so set on the destination
that we miss out on so much during the journey.

When | go on holiday | liketo enjoy the journey —it is part of the holiday.
Hopefully it isatrouble freejourney. Some people cannot get to their

DIARY for October

1 Mon 7.45 am Key Group — 2 Wentworth Close
2" Tue 2.00 pm Mothers' Union — Parish Hall
7.30 pm Sunday School Teachers Team Meeting
7.30 pm Key Group 1
7.30 pm Key Group 2 — 11 Majestic Drive
3 Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church
7.30 pm Cell Group 2 — 56 Groudle Road
8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship — Parish Hall
4" Thurs 7.00 pm Pastoral Visitors — Vicarage
8.00 pm Prayer Group — 4 Seaview Road
50 Fri
6" Sat 10.00 am PCC Away Day — Marown Parish Church
7" Sun 2.00 pm Baptism:Thomas George Clague (St Adamnan)
g" Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
gM Tue 2.30 pm Service at Heywood Court
7.30 pm Key Group 1
7.30 pm Key Group 2
10" Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion — Church
117 Thurs 7.30 pm Vicar & Wardens Meeting — Parish Office
12M Fri 7.00 pm Harvest Supper & Barn Dance — Parish Hall
Tickets £7.50/children £5 from Jane 675797
13" Sat 9.00 am Decorate Church for Harvest
14" Sun 6.30 pm Harvest Praise Service — Church
15" Mon 10.00 am Distribute Harvest Gifts
7.30 pm PCC Meeting — Parish Office
7.45 am Key Group — 2 Wentworth Close
16" Tue 2.00 pm Mothers' Union — Parish Hall
7.30 pm Key Group 1
7.30 pm Key Group 2
17" Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion — Church
8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship — Parish Hall
18™ Thurs 7.30 pm St. Luke's Hospital for the Clergy — Tickets £10
Wine & Canapés Evening-St. George's Vicarage
8.00 pm Prayer Group — 4 Seaview Road
19" Fri
20" Sat
21" Sun 2.00 pm Baptisms: Bradley Kneen & Cheryl Smethurst
4.00 pm All Age Worship — Parish Hall
22M Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
7.45 am Key Group — 2 Wentworth Close
231 Tue 7.30 pm Key Group 1
7.30 pm Key Group 2
24" Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church
25" Thurs 7.45 pm Evening Mothers' Union — Parish Office
26" Fri
27" Sat
28" Sun
29" Mon 7.45 am Key Group — 2 Wentworth Close
30" Tue 2.00 pm Mothers' Union — Parish Hall
7.30 pm Key Group 1
7.30 pm Key Group 2
31% Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church
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destination quick enough and miss much of what they have passed
through on the journey.

It's like the family who walked to the top of amountain.  Their two
teenage sons set out at a great rate of knots, leaving their parents behind.
Their aim: to get to the top of the mountain as fast asthey could.

Meanwhile their parents ambled along.  Stopping to enjoy the scenery.
Observing thewild flowers.  Breathing in the clear mountain air.
Enjoying acool refreshing drink.

Thejourneying is an important part of the experience aswell asarriving at
the destination.

Walking the Way of Jesusis an experience to savour aswell as
banqueting with him in heaven. The Christian lifeisto belived in al its
fulness.

We are to anticipate the hope of heaven but that hope shouldn't stop us
enjoying aforetaste of heaven here and now as we walk with Jesus and he
walks with us, along with our fellow Christians.

Let's enjoy the Way, for the Way is Jesus.

Yours sincerely in Jesus Name,

PLEASE NOTE CLOSING DATE
FOR ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN NEXT REVIEW
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ARCHBISHOPS APPEAL
(Church Urban Fund) for UK Flood Victims
Raised £290.86
Thank you




MOTHERS UNION

Our first meeting in September took the form of aHoly Communion
Service, ladies from both groups joined together for this.

After the service our new programme of events and speakers was
discussed. Programmes and MU Diocesan news etters having been
given out, then members all enjoyed a delicious Peach Melba afternoon
tea

The Douglas Deanery service took place on the 20" September at
St. Thomas' Church followed by lunch at the Sefton Hotel.

Evening Mothers Union met on Thursday 27" September for a prayer
timeat 7.45 pm at the Vicarage.

If you are reading this and think you would like to learn more of the work
of Mathers Union do feel free to come along to any of our meetings
(timesand datesin thelist of events on the back page). We are ahappy
group of ladies and would welcome you.

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader
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TICKETSAVAILABLE FROM:
JANE 675797

26" August, 2007
Luke Benjamin Ackers
16" September, 2007
Rio Phoenix Haxby
23" September, 2007
Emma Louise Ditchfield

Saturday 25" August, 2007
Wayne & Sarah Jane Lisy (Wedding Blessing)
Saturday 8" September, 2007
David Anthony Scambler & Joanne Susan Howland

I

Edna Mary Moore, Norman Alexander Sayle R.1.,
David John Manley, AnnaMaria Bradley,
James Francis Corrin

The offertory for August totalled £3,163.90 and was made up of £2,181.38
pledged giving and £982.52 of loose plate giving.

Thank you.



LADIESFELLOWSHIP

The Ladies Fellowship starts the winter session on the 3 October. Al
ladies are welcome.

On the 17" October Mr Steve Taylor will be telling us where the
Christmas Shoe Boxes go.  If anybody would like to make a box and
hasn't been given alesflet there are some at the back of church.

An advance word about the meeting on the 7" November. Thiswill bean
open meeting — al welcome —and it will bein the form of a Jewellery
Party cum Coffee Evening and will start at 7.30 pm. Do come and see
the reasonably priced jewellery and perhaps get some early Christmas
presents.

Hazel Johnson
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TIME FOR A LAUGH

The farmer had put a chegque in the church collection, but it bounced.
When the vicar tactfully mentioned this, the farmer wrote out another
cheque, which also bounced.

The vicar suggested: "Why not give me 20 sheep instead?' Thefarmer
agreed and the vicar auctioned the sheep.

Again, the farmer offered thevicar acheque. "What'sthisfor?' enquired
thevicar.

Cheerfully, the farmer replied: "Oh, | bought your sheep at the auction”.

SMALL GROUPS
HOUSE/HOME GROUPS
KEY GROUPS
CELL GROUPS

Call them what you may.

The early church in Jerusalem began in peopl€'s homes long before the
first purpose built church.

In recent years small groups have multiplied and they play avery
important part in the ministry and mission of the Church.

Belonging to asmall group can be agreat help in our Christian life.
Most small groups are more than Bible study groups.

The group worships and prays together.

They plan how they can reach out to peopl e beyond the church.
They support each other.

They consider how they might contribute to the life of the church.
They discussissues of the Christian life.

People who belong to small groups grow in their knowledge and
experience of the Christian faith and most growing churches have a
network of small groups.  St. Peter'sis no exception.

Some 30-40 people regularly attend the groups of which there are now six.

Each is open to welcome new members and each group plansits own
programme to meet the needs of its members.

Thisisagood time of year to consider joining agroup as anew session
gets underway.

A lesflet will appear in church shortly giving details of each group, a
contact person, and what each group will be doing over the next few
months.

Why not consider joining agroup?

If you need any guidance please do not hesitate to contact me.
Vicar.



REPORT ON THE LATEST PCC MEETING

The Vicar opened the meeting with areading from Philippians and
prayers. He then reported that the Adult Literacy classes had started, and
that he had received letters of thanks from the Bishop and the Chairman of
Onchan Commissioners for collections given to their nominated charities,
and one from the Archdeacon for a contribution towards the Diocesan
leaving present for the Bishop.

We then reviewed our progress on mission.

There is an encouraging increase in the numbers attending FISS; the
Teenage Group has had two meetings so far, and is hoping to doubleits
numbers by Christmas,

Peter Bear Club isthriving, with atrain trip, Teddy Bear's Picnic, and
adults evening meal stemming from their fortnightly meetings; and, at the
other end of the age scale, residents of Heywood Court have been ferried
to events and services in the community mini bus (thanks to the support of
drivers Ray and Graham Platt), and the Vicar is holding services at the
complex.

It is hoped to develop afacility of "Christian Listening" within the
Wholeness and Healing ministry, and we look forward to listening to Jim
Noakes on the subject at our Wholeness and Heding service. Alpha
courseswill continue, the last one led three adults to Confirmation, and
there are plans for the Cell Group to split and become two (as cells do!).
The Key Groups continue of course, and are aways ready to welcome
anyone interested in finding out what they get up to! Both Cell and Key
Groups have been involved with the All-Age services.

The Men's Breakfast and Community Carol Singing were well received
and are to berepeated, asisthe Barn Nativity. Progressin all these
thingsis good, but we mustn't rest on our laurels, work continues apace!

Lots of ideas were then put forward to celebrate the 175™ anniversary of
the consecration of St. Peter's Parish Church next year. Two specia
projects, onelocal, one globa; more outreach in the community; concerts,
an exhibition of photographs, artefacts, memorabilia, etc.; involvement in
the Flower Festival ("Hope Springs Eternal"); special services (maybe one
outdoors), especially on St. Peter's Day (29" June), the Consecration
Anniversary (5" September), St. Peter's Mothers Union 110" birthday
(20" October), etc. It ishoped to involve Onchan schoolsin one or more

of these events and services, and to produce information packs for al who
attend them.

The Vicar will lead the PCC ‘Away Day' on Saturday 6™ October.

It was noted that no reply had yet been received to the letter protesting at
the increase in our Diocesan Quota payment. It was agreed that new
computer equipment was necessary for the Parish Office, and therewas a
discussion about an anonymous offer of flower display stands, which was
subsequently left with the Vicar and Wardens for further consultation.

Carole Bairstow
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IN AID OF
ONCHAN PARISH HALL
RAFFLE

(Victorian costumes optional)

TICKETS ONLY £5

Available from Jane 675797




