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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 
 
 



Dear Friends, 
 
Numbers may have declined but many people still see St. Peter’s as their 
Church. 
 
It’s spire has been a familiar sight in Onchan in all our lifetimes and 
many were baptised or married in the Church or have relatives buried in 
the churchyard. 
 
St. Peter’s still plays an important part in the community of Onchan and 
if it were to close its presence would be missed by very many people.    
If threatened with closure a lot of people would probably come out of 
the woodwork and speak up for its survival.    What a pity that the same 
people haven’t supported the Church over the years. 
 
This month provides us with an opportunity to publicise what St. Peter’s 
is all about. 
 
On Friday 5th September we welcome the new Bishop, Robert, to preach 
at our 175th Anniversary Celebration Service.   This is a wonderful 
opportunity for the whole community to gather and give thanks to God 
for the mission and ministry of St. Peter’s.   May there be standing room 
only at this service and may our praises and thanksgiving resound out to 
the glory of God. 
 
Later in the month we are taking part in a national initiative called ‘Back 
to Church Sunday’.    It is an opportunity to invite people back to 
Church.   For various reasons they may have stopped coming or perhaps 
they are looking for an opportunity to engage with the Church. 
 
A personal invitation from you may be all that is required to give them 
the encouragement to cross the threshold.    It is a simple task to invite 
someone to accompany you to one of the three services on that day 
which are: 
 
   9.00 am A Traditional Prayer Book Communion Service 
   with no hymns or sermon. 
 11.00 am A Family Service 
   6.30 pm A Traditional Prayer Book Evensong 
 
A warm welcome will await all who attend. 
 
We need to remember though, that being a Christian does not simply 

DIARY for September 
1st Mon   
2nd Tue   2.30 pm Vicar visits Heywood Court 
    6.15 pm Choir Practice - Church 
3rd Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
4th Thurs   
5th  Fri   2.00 pm Wedding:  

James David Read & Nicola Louise Rolph 
    7.30 pm 175th Anniversary Service of the Consecration  

with The Lord Bishop of Sodor & Man,  
the Rt. Revd. Robert Paterson 

6th Sat 11.30 am Wedding: Phillip Evans & Holly Magee 
    1.30 pm Wedding: Stephen Edwards & Victoria Cox 
    3.30 pm Wedding: Gavin Pye & Alison Waugh 
7th  Sun   2.00 pm Baptism: Oliveia Lyla McKee 
8th Mon   7.45 pm HomeGroupOne – 2 Wentworth Close 
9th Tue   7.30 pm HomeGroupTwo – 78 Summerhill Road 
    7.30 pm HomeGroupThree – 21 Wybourn Drive 
10th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
11th Thurs 11.00 am MU Deanery Service at St. Peter’s Parish Church 

followed by lunch at Sefton Hotel 1pm 
    7.00 pm Synod – Manx Museum 
12th  Fri   
13th Sat   
14th Sun   2.00 pm Baptism – Amy Mellisa Bennett 
15th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
    7.45 pm HomeGroupOne – 2 Wentworth Close 
    7.30 pm Parish Hall Committee -  78 Summerhill Road 
16th  Tue   
17th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
18th Thurs   
19th Fri   7.30 pm Buzz – 4 Groudle Road 
20th Sat 11.00 am Priesting of Revd. Margaret Burrow 

at St. German’s Cathedral, Peel 
21st Sun   
22nd Mon   7.45 pm HomeGroupOne – 2 Wentworth Close 
23rd Tue   
24th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
25th Thurs   
26th Fri   
27th  Sat   
28th  Sun  Back to Church Sunday 
    2.00 pm Baptisms: Dylan Mark Alcock, 

                 Megan Beatrice Callin & 
                 Jacob Paul Craine 

29th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
30th Tue   1.45 pm MU Holy Communion Service - Church 
    2.30 pm Vicar visits Heywood Court 
     7.30 pm Wholeness & Healing Service 

Speaker: Rev. Dee Dee Haines 
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involve attending Church it involves engaging with God and his 
community. 
 
Churchgoers are meant to be family members with family 
responsibilities.    When we engage with God in his family he finds us 
things to do in the work of his mission and ministry.    There is no 
greater work than serving the Lord through his family the Church.    
Think of the benefits of being a member of God’s family. 
 
For a start there is the tremendous support and love that the family can 
offer, especially in the difficult times in life.    Engaging with God in 
corporate worship is a life enriching experience.    Through worship we 
receive strength for today and hope for tomorrow.    Indeed more than 
strength – a meaning and purpose to life. 
 
Becoming a Christian and engaging with God’s family opens up a whole 
new world that we didn’t know existed and Jesus is the key to this new 
world. 
 
So let us not just sit and hope others will do the inviting, let’s pray that 
God will place someone in our mind and give us the courage to invite 
them. 
 
One day they may be eternally grateful for the small step you took. 
 
Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name, 
 
�	��������������	��������������	��������������	�������������� ���
����
Vicar 
 
 
CONFIRMATION  
 
There will be a Confirmation Service at 11 am on Sunday 11th January, 
2009.     
 
Adults will be expected to follow the Alpha Course followed by three 
further sessions.    For further information contact the Vicar. 
 
Those in Lazer Group will have 5 sessions one evening after school 
from 4.30 pm to 5.30 pm in October and November.    Details later. 
 



THANK YOU  
 
On behalf of Ewan and myself I would just like to say a very big thank 
you to all who found time to come round and help us celebrate his 85th 
birthday.    We counted over 100 friends on the Saturday and there were 
others on the Friday – his actual birthday – and even 3 more on the 
Monday.    As a result we were delighted to be able to give £470 to 
Robert Owen House so many thanks to you all for your generosity and 
your company.     

Mariel Callow 
 

P.S. If it was too busy when you called for you to get chance to talk to 
Ewan or get near the food, do please feel free to drop in any time: Ewan 
loves a chat and I’m sure I can find you a bit of cake !!! 
 
ONCHAN HORTIGULTURAL SOCIETY – ANNUAL SHOW  
 
On Saturday, 13th September, at 2pm, the Annual Show will be held in 
the Community Centre, School Road, Onchan, to which you are invited 
to attend, either as a visitor or a participant. 
 
Come and see the amazing show of flowers, fruit, vegetables, plants, 
flower arrangements and confectionary, grown and produced by Manx 
experts, mainly from Onchan, some by children. 
 
Admission is £1 and refreshments are provided. 
 
Come and support your community at this wonderful show. 

Margaret Corlett 

����
LADIES FELLOWSHIP  
 
It has been a while now since the flower festival but I wish to thank the 
ladies who came to prepare our display especially to Sue Holden for all 
her lovely flower seed packets and pictures.   
 
Our next venture was the Garden Party and firstly I must thank the men 
who rushed to our aid to reassemble the tent when it blew over – then I 
must thank everybody who gave, helped and came to our Garden Party 
which made over £400.    The monies will be donated to good causes 
over the next year.      Thank you again to everybody. 

Hazel Johnson 
 

  
 

A New Venue 
 

A Different Time 
 

We are trying an experiment of holding an  

>�"�	��������>�"�	��������>�"�	��������>�"�	��������� ���
on a Sunday morning between 11am and 12 noon  

(the same time as Sunday School)  
in Kenyon’s Café. 

 
The first of six sessions will be on 21st September and there will be a 
Saturday morning session on 13th December (venue to be decided). 

 
This course is open to all. 

 
You may be a new Christian or a Christian of long standing. 

 
You may be considering Confirmation as an adult. 

 
You may simply be curious. 

 
You may be wanting to know more about the Christian faith in order to 

support your children. 
 

It would be helpful for you to submit your name to the 
Parish Clerk or the Vicar (both on 675797) if you intend to join us. 

 
There are separate leaflets available in church with the dates and themes. 

 
Note: There is an ALPHA MEAL (all Island) 
at the Hilton on Friday 26th September (Free)  

at which there is a speaker. 

����



 
 MOTHERS' UNION                     
  
I hope you have all enjoyed the Summer break.   A new programme of 
meetings and events starts in September (see calendar) and we look 
forward to welcoming all our members and any interested in joining us. 
 
Home and Family – many members will be familiar with this quarterly 
magazine.    It has been renamed and relaunched in August under the 
title ‘Families First’.    There will be articles from your favourite writers 
and it will remain a good read.   Christine will continue to order the 
magazine for us.    If you don’t already take this publication I urge you 
to do so.    Also in September members will receive a free copy of a new 
magazine called ‘Families World Wide’ which will be produced three 
times a year.    This will bring together the prayer diary, Encompass and 
Policy Watch into one publication.    I am sure the new publication will 
be of great interest to those members looking to learn more of MU and 
its work. 

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader 
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Memories of the Church and the 
Community of Onchan 

 

in 
ST. PETER’S PARISH CHURCH 

from 
WEDNESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 

until 
SUNDAY 14th SEPTEMBER 

 
Open daily from 12 noon to 7 pm 

(subject to Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, etc.) 
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29th June, 2008 - Ella Freya Babb & Macey Ann Crellin 

 6th July, 2008 - Samuel William Norman Cowin 
20th July, 2008 - Charlie John Kelly 

10th August, 2008 - Alexander Stuart Harris-Burland 
17th August, 2008 - Sacha Macy Hay 

24th August, 2008 - Lauren May Winrow & Fynn Hamilton Sayle 

 
4th July, 2008 - Paul Surgeon & Debra Walmsley 

  5th July, 2008 - Philip James Smart & Lyndsey Caroline Riley 
19th July, 2008 - Christopher Banks & Wendy Maxwell 

2nd August, 2008- Graham Charles Clague & Sarah Elizabeth Jackson 
9th August, 2008 – Andrew Thomas Howatson & Erin Elizabeth Thomson 
16th August, 2008 – James Howard Gumbley & Karen Elizabeth Reed 

23rd August, 2008 – Neil Robert Callin & Emma Gleave 
 

��������	
 

Anthony John Elphick, William Cecil Hancock, Bertha Alcock, 
Thomas Houghton, Margaret Brownlow,  

Margaret Josephine Williams, Peter David Roberts,  
William Thomas Smith, Peter Bennett,  

John Henry Stewart Cowley, Jean Agnes Cordery, 
Ronald George Crocker   

 

    
The offertory for June totalled £6,502.51 and was made up of £5,580.38 

pledged giving and £922.13 of loose plate giving. 
  

 The offertory for July totalled £5,899.28 and was made up of £4,262.28 
pledged giving and £1,637.00 of loose plate giving. 

 

Thank you. 
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One last push to achieve our target of £5,000! 
 

 

PCC MEETING – 15th July, 2008 
 
The Vicar opened the meeting with a reading from Acts and prayers. 
 
He then reported that Bishop Robert and his wife Pauline had accepted 
an invitation to join us at the Parish Dinner in November. 
 
Heather reported on our financial position, our expenditure is slightly 
down, but so is our income.   We made a modest profit on the Flower 
Festival.    We will be renewing our Stewardship campaign next year 
and preparation meetings will begin in August. 
 
We then discussed progress for our 175th celebrations.    Bishop Robert 
will preach at our Anniversary of Consecration service on the 5th 
September, and will dedicate the Time Capsule and the new List of 
Vicars.    The list, and the new Rolls of Honour to the fallen of the 
World Wars (which will be dedicated on Remembrance Sunday) are 
being prepared by Elsa Bridson.    Local dignitaries, clergy, and 
representatives from the two schools will be invited to the service on 5th 
September. 
 
The Council then watched a DVD on “Back to Church Sunday” (a 
nationwide initiative), giving people’s experiences of last year’s event.    
An Anniversary Calendar is to include pictures of celebrations 
throughout this year, plus contributions from church groups, and will be 
ready before the end of the year.    The overseas project to provide two 
schoolrooms in the Sudan is ‘on track’ and now stands at approx £4,000. 
 
Elaine Litherland reported on a training meeting for the Diocesan Debt 
Management Team – it is not for counselling but more to empathise and 
point people in the right direction for help, maybe even accompanying 
them to meetings.    As our Child Protection Officer she also brought our 
Child Protection Policy forward for annual review and renewal, which 
was unanimously agreed. 
 
Nigel gave the Warden’s report.  The plans for the new porch at the 
Vicarage have been approved, and will go out to tender.   Work has 
started on the flat room and quotes have been received for secondary 
double glazing and also a new telephone system for the Parish Office. 
The Time Capsule and plaque are on schedule with permission from the 
Church authorities awaited. 
 



The Vicar then reported on the success of the Flower Festival, 
commenting on the numbers of people it brought into the church, both to 
arrange and to view, and thanked Malcolm & Christine Turner for 
organising the stewards. 
 
The Vicar advised that he is arranging meetings next month with Sunday 
School, Lazer Group, Buzz and House Group leaders and with the 
Music Group to discuss future plans.    The Vicar also advised that the 
Bishop will be with us on 11th January for a Confirmation Service. 
 
List of future dates was then circulated and the date of the next meeting 
is Tuesday 7th October in the Parish Office at 7.30 pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 10 pm with prayers and the Grace. 

Carole Bairstow 
 

PARISH HALL – Food & Fizz (and a rather special  
                                                       Ruby Wedding Anniversary) 
 
The sun shone (amazingly for this summer!) but too late the decision had 
been made.   It was just too wet underfoot to use the gazeboes in the 
Vicarage garden and so in something of a rush the hall had to be laid out 
and decorated – but didn’t the ‘team’ do well!   Thank you. 
 
The ‘bubbly’ popped, the lunch was superb, the music made everything 
go with a swing, the sun streamed in through the windows and over 
seventy friends helped the Vicar and Valerie to celebrate their Ruby 
Wedding Anniversary with the Vicar even being ‘press ganged’ into an 
Anniversary Waltz and didn’t he do well.    Valerie tells me he didn’t 
step on her toes once! 
 
Thanks go to the ladies for supplying the salads and for helping out on 
the day, the organists, everyone who gave such marvellous raffle prizes 
and who bought the tickets, not forgetting the ‘team’ that helped to put 
up the gazeboes before the rain came – they certainly deserved their 
brandy coffees afterwards – and the Vicar and Valerie who joined in the 
fun who would like to thank everyone for their support, cards and gifts. 
 
The lunch raised over £1,000 towards the future maintenance of the hall 
– again thanks to everyone. 
 

Nigel Cretney, Chairman-Hall Management Committee 
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Why not invite someone to join you 
on  

Sunday 28th September  
for  

‘Back to Church Sunday’ 
(A National Initiative) 

9 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
11 am Family Service  

6.30 pm Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

Invitations available at the back of church 
please take as many as you need. 
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175th ANNIVERSARY PARISH DINNER 

 
FRIDAY 21ST NOVEMBER, 2008 

at the 
MASONIC HALL, WOODBOURNE ROAD, DOUGLAS 

 
Tickets available from 22nd September, 2008  

by contacting the Parish Office (675797) 
 
 

A Parable for our Times 
 

The story goes that just as the first hymn started a man wearing a brown 
hat was ushered into a front pew.   One of the sidesmen suggested kindly 
that he take the hat off.   ‘No’, the man said, ‘I prefer to keep it on.’ 
 
There was some consternation at the back of the church.   The senior 
sidesman asked the man to take off his hat, but he, too, was rebuffed.    
The branch leader for the Mothers’ Union was enlisted to make an 
appeal, only to have the man under the hat reply, ‘I have every right to 
keep my hat on, and I intend to do so.’    The branch leader asked a 
Churchwarden to help.    Alas, he too, failed.    After the service, the 
Vicar approached the man and in a kindly way said, ‘It has been a great 
pleasure to have you with us this morning.    You will be welcome to 
join our congregation and worship here regularly.    However, it is the 
custom in the Anglican Church for men to remove their hats, and to keep 
them off during the service.   I hope that you might conform to this 
practice in the future.’ 
 
The man under the hat replied, ‘Thank you very much.    It is good of 
you to invite me to join the congregation.    In fact, I have been coming 
regularly for three years, but today is the first time that anyone paid any 
attention to me.    By simply keeping my hat on I have had the pleasure 
of talking with the sidesmen, the Branch Leader of the Mothers’ Union, 
a Churchwarden and now I am having a conversation with you, who 
have always appeared too busy to speak to me before.    I feel good 
about it, and wish to express my appreciation. 
 

(Let’s make sure this doesn’t happen at St. Peter’s!) 
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