Services at St Peter’s
	Holy Communion:
	BCP Each Sunday
	  9.00 am

	
	CW 1st, 3rd & 5th
	11.00 am

	
	BCP 4th Sunday
	  6.30 pm

	
	Wednesday
	10.30 am

	
	Holy Days (as announced)
	

	Morning Prayer:
	CW 2nd Sunday
	11.00 am

	Family Service:
	4th Sunday of each month
	11.00 am

	Evening Prayer:
	BCP 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays
	  6.30 pm

	Midweek Service with

Ministry of Healing:
	Every two months (Sept, Nov, Jan, March, May & July) date as
	   

	
	advertised on noticeboard
	7.30 pm


All Age Worship:
       2nd Sunday of each month
           4.00pm



          (in the Parish Hall, Royal Avenue)
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals – By arrangement.

Vicar:             
The Revd Canon Malcolm Convery

The Vicarage

Church Road

Onchan       IM3 1BF

Telephone No: 675797

Licensed Readers:             

Nigel Cretney
Telephone Nos: 851060/496109 (mobile)

Carole Bairstow

Telephone No: 628629
Parish Clerk: Mrs Jane Cretney 
Parish Office

Office Hours


Mon – Fri
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
Telephone No. 675797
e-mail: enquiries@stpeterschurch.org.im
website:    http://www.stpeterschurch.org.im
Monthly Review

January 2008
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St. Peter’s Parish Church

Kirk Onchan

To be central to the life of Onchan, 

Providing a Christian Witness,

Worship and Welcome to all.

Dear Friends,
This is the time of year when we have past the shortest day and are looking forward to the lighter mornings and evenings.
Many people find the lack of light depressing, especially on the dull days, when it is often necessary to keep a light on all day.     We would probably find it very difficult living in somewhere like Iceland where there is 5 weeks of continuous darkness.

But it is not only physical light that is important but the light of knowledge and insight, the light that illuminates the path of life and the light that brings us hope when we walk a dark path in our lives.

We have now entered the season of Epiphany which is, in a sense, a season of light, of illumination.     Epiphany means to manifest or make known.

Epiphany begins with the story of the wisemen being guided by the light of a star to the Christ-child where they recognise someone special and return rejoicing.    

Jesus brings light into our lives in more ways than one.   He casts light on God because he is the divine image.    He also puts us under the spotlight and shows us our need for a Saviour.   When we repent and respond in faith the light of his presence enters our lives and we ourselves should begin to radiate something of the glory of God in Jesus.     In other words we become sharers of his light.

The words of the prophet Isaiah – ‘the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light’ – are just as applicable today.

There are many people in the dark – in the dark as regards knowledge of God; in the dark because of the circumstances of their lives.    Many have discovered the difference the light of Christ makes, but many more haven’t.

Perhaps during this 175th anniversary year for St. Peter’s Parish Church we can each pledge to turn and be open to the light of Jesus in our lives; to enjoy the illumination of his presence and to share that joy with others that he may become a light to them.
If we have received the light of Christ into our lives we shouldn’t hide it
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DIARY for January
	1st
	Tue
	
	

	2nd
	Wed
	10.30 am
	Holy Communion - Church

	3rd
	Thurs
	
	

	4th
	Fri
	  7.30 pm
	Teenage Group – Parish Office

	5th 
	Sat
	  3.00 pm
	Wedding: 

Mark James Taylor & Sarah Louise Hynes

	6th
	Sun
	
	

	7th 
	Mon
	  7.45 pm
	Key Group – 2 Wentworth Close

	8th
	Tue
	  2.00 pm
	Mothers’ Union – Parish Hall

	
	
	  7.30 pm
	Key Group 2 – 42 Groudle Road

	9th
	Wed
	10.30 am
	Holy Communion - Church

	10th
	Thurs
	  7.30 pm
	PCC Meeting – Parish Office

	11th
	Fri
	  1.30 pm
	Mums & Tots – Parish Hall

	12th 
	Sat
	
	

	13th
	Sun
	11.00 am
	FISS – Parish Hall

	
	
	  2.00 pm
	Baptisms: Beren Luke Colley &

                 Callum David Christian

	14th
	Mon
	10.15 am
	Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall

	15th
	Tue
	  7.30 pm
	Wholeness & Healing Service – Church
Speaker: Rev Canon Philip Frear

	16th 
	Wed
	10.30 am
	Holy Communion - Church

	
	
	  8.00 pm
	Ladies Fellowship – Parish Hall

	17th
	Thurs
	
	

	18th
	Fri
	  1.30 pm
	Mums & Tots – Parish Hall

	19th
	Sat
	
	

	20th
	Sun
	  2.00 pm
	Baptism: Holly Elizabeth Mathieson

	
	
	  4.00 pm
	All Age Worship – Parish Hall

	21st
	Mon
	
	

	22nd
	Tue
	  2.00 pm
	Mothers’ Union – Parish Hall

	
	
	  7.30 pm
	Week of Prayer Service at 

Onchan Methodist Church

	23rd
	Wed
	10.30 am
	Holy Communion – Church

	
	
	  2.30 pm
	Onchan Methodist Women’s Fellowship 

Speaker: Steve Rodan MHK

	24th 
	Thurs
	
	

	25th
	Fri
	  1.30 pm
	Mums & Tots – Parish Hall

	26th
	Sat
	
	

	27th 
	Sun
	12.30 pm
	Parish Lunch in Parish Hall to Celebrate 175 years of St. Peter’s Parish Church

	28th 
	Mon
	  7.45 pm
	Key Group – 2 Wentworth Close

	29th
	Tue
	  7.30 pm
	Key Group 2 – 21 Wybourn Drive

	30th 
	Wed
	10.30 am
	Holy Communion – Church

	
	
	
	Ladies Fellowship – Eating Out

	31st 
	Thurs
	  7.00 pm
	Pastoral Visitors Meeting - Vicarage
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The flower rota for January is as follows:
	6th 
	
	Mrs S. Reid
	
	
	

	13th
	
	Mrs M. Burrows
	
	
	

	20th
	
	Mrs J. Cretney

	27th 
	
	Mrs C. Sanders
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PRAYER DIARY
                          JANUARY, 2008 
	6th
	The Alpha Course
	Alberta Drive, 

Kerrocoar Drive, 

Royal Avenue, Auburn Road

	13th
	The Vicar
	Royal Avenue West,
Royal Court, Royal Terrace

	20th
	The Other Churches in Onchan
	Royal Drive, Belgravia Road, Imperial Terrace

	27th
	The Sunday School
	Bay View Road, 

Hague Crescent, Port Jack


WHOLENESS  & 

HEALING SERVICE

 Speaker: 

Rev. Canon Philip Frear
 TUESDAY 
15TH JANUARY

at 7.30 pm 
from others.
Jesus reminds us of this: “No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lampstand so that those who enter see the light” Luke 8 v 16

May the community of St. Peter’s be a shining light to those around us as we celebrate the 175th year of our present building.

Let your light (i.e. the light and God and Jesus within our hearts) so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Yours in Jesus' Name,

Vicar
THANK YOU
The Vicar and Valerie would like to thank all who sent them Christmas cards and gifts.    It is much appreciated.

ALL  AGE  WORSHIP
 SUNDAY 20TH JANUARY
at 4 pm

in the Parish Hall

ALL WELCOME
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2008 PRAYER DIARY 

The Prayer Diary for 2008 is now available at the back of Church – please take a copy.
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 

CHRISTIAN UNITY 

ECUMENICAL SERVICE

at
ONCHAN METHODIST CHURCH
at

7.30 pm

on

TUESDAY 22nd JANUARY

LADIES FELLOWSHIP
The December meeting was our usual Christmas Evening but with a bit of a difference this year.    We all made Christmas wire angels, had a wonderful buffet, sang carols and were entertained with a totally unrehearsed version of Cinderella – a good laugh was had by all.

We start the New Year with our meeting on the 16th January when Mrs Mary Corrin will talk about the Lifeboat Institution.

The ‘Eating Out’ on the 30th January has yet to be finalised.

Hazel Johnson

BEING SEEN IN THE COMMUNITY
From an idea last year that sprang from Tuesday Key Group (1) choir members and congregation joined the Vicar and the Key Group with music by Wendy on the organ for Carol Singing at Heywood Court, and outside Onchan Shoprite before Christmas again where the group was also joined by the Rev. Chris Belfield and others from Main Road Methodist with Gordon Astill and Olive Dobson on the organ.   Much fun was had by all.    Indeed Heywood Court, who made us very welcome with refreshments have already invited us back next year.    

At Shoprite (thankfully dry but it was cold) we got a marvellous response from the shoppers who were very generous and over both events the carol singing raised £250 for IoM Adoption Society.

Thanks to everyone for helping out and singing their hearts out – an old tradition of carolling has now certainly been revived!   Cards showing the Christmas services throughout Onchan were also handed out at Shoprite.
FROM THE REGISTERS
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  25th November, 2007
Charlotte Bridson

Lily Rose Price

9th December, 2007

Matthew Harold Eisen

16th December, 2007

Max William Vernon

23rd December, 2007

Jacob Thomas Ashcroft

31st December, 2007

Oscar Peter Watterson   
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24th November, 2007

Philip Andrew Christian & Audrey Sarah Curphey

22nd December, 2007

Anthony John Cross & Katrina Garrett 
Funerals

Francis Lena Green, Roy Scarth, Albert William Corlett,
Terry McPhee, John Cyril Quine, Elizabeth Freda Margaret Cain,

Anthony George Wheel
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The offertory for November totalled £5,997.23 and was made up of £4,602.98 pledged giving and £1,394.25 of loose plate giving.

Thank you.
MOTHERS' UNION                   
Preparations for Christmas was the theme for the meeting on the 27th November when we entertained our friends from St. Anthony’s and Onchan Methodist Ladies groups.    It was also a pleasure to have with us ladies from Heywood Court.     The afternoon consisted of carols, readings and an activity where the Vicar and Valerie under the expert eye of Alison competed to make the best salt dough snowman.    Jane, Elaine, Hazel and Valerie told us the Christmas story through the eyes of Mary’s mother, the wife of a shepherd, the innkeeper’s wife and a wiseman’s wife.    Tea and mince pies brought the afternoon to a close. 

Evening Mothers’ Union also spent a night preparing for Christmas with readings and carols.    Alison again came along and helped us all to make snowmen.    There will be many snowmen on the tables this Christmas as part of the decorations made by members.    Both groups have enjoyed a Christmas lunch and/or dinner at the Welbeck Hotel in Douglas.

Please note: there will be no Evening Mothers’ Union on 31st January, 2008.    Transferred to 7th February, 2008 when an island event for all Mothers’ Union members will be held in the Parish Hall to mark the visit of Marion Pope from Mary Sumner House at 7.30 pm.

May I wish you all a Happy New Year.

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader
CHRISTMAS COFFEE EVENING
A big thank you to Gordon Astill for organising a great Christmas Coffee Evening with carols and entertainment in aid of the Parish Hall Appeal and what a night it proved to be with the singing of traditional carols and superb entertainment – and what entertainers – a big thank you to them all!

Not forgetting everyone who donated cakes, raffle prizes, the mince pies and served the coffee.   The ladies always do such a wonderful job in the kitchen.    And last but not least a big thank you to everyone who supported the evening.    
The PCC have agreed that the 
Charitable Giving for 2007 
be distributed as follows:








   £

Church Mission Society


         1,000
Onchan Live at Home Scheme


250

Naaman Trust




            500

Onchan Endowment Fund



250

St. Luke's Hospital for the Clergy


200


Bible Society





250

Gideons





250


Onchan Community Minibus



250


Craig’s Heartstrong Foundation


250


Victim Support




250


Women's Refuge




250


Onchan Silver Band




250


Alcohol Advisory Service



250


Crossroads Caring for Carers



250


Kemmyrk (Homeless Care)



200

Acorn Trust 





250


Mannifest





100

Bishops Diocesan Fund (Confirmation)

270

Royal British Legion (Remembrance)

680

Onchan Youth Development Fund (Civic Service)    215

Onchan Live at Home (Civic Service)
 
215

Christian Aid (Harvest)



613

Children's Society (Christingle)


732

Leprosy Mission




173


Flood Appeal





291


Biblelands (Barn Nativity)



442


Children in Need




140

A total of £8,770.85 donated in 2007 which includes £3,770.85 special collections at various services.  In addition £1,602.68 (Christmas Fayre split between Salvation Army and Parish Hall Appeal), £633.20 Naaman Trust (Baghdad Coffee Morning) and £3,675.26  donated to various charities from Collections at Funerals during 2007.  Therefore a Grand Total of £14,681.99.
A STORY TO TELL?

Many people have been influenced by the ministry of St. Peter’s.

Perhaps you first came to faith through St. Peter’s or you have grown in your faith and become involved in God’s work here.

Would you like to share your story as an encouragement to others?

If so have a word with the Vicar.      You could write your story down for publication in the monthly review, or perhaps you would like to share your story in Church.

Much is likely to be said about the building during the anniversary year but let’s not forget the people whose lives God has touched.

St. Peter’s is the story of the people of God in Onchan, let’s give thanks and praise God for the story.

We look forward to hearing from you.

THE CHURCH AT CHRISTMAS
Grateful thanks go to all who provided flowers and arranged them in Church; to those who put up the Christmas trees, strung the lights and decorated the tree in Church; to those who provided decorations and to those who put the candles in place in readiness for our Christmas services.     The Church looked beautiful … so welcoming and festive.    Not forgetting all those who helped prepare the Christingles, and served mulled wine and shortbread.    Thank you. 
and a very big thank you – to the Sunday School, their leaders and helpers for such a wonderful Nativity Service,  to all involved in the Barn Nativity, the many readers, our organist and the choir, under the direction of the choir mistress, who have sung so beautifully throughout the festive season.
HELP TO

CELEBRATE

175 Years of 

St. Peter’s Parish Church
with a 

PARISH LUNCH

in the 
Parish Hall, Royal Avenue.
Sunday 27th January

at 12.30 pm
TICKETS £10
CONTACT:

 JANE (675797)

NUMBERS STRICTLY LIMITED!
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

A big thank you to everyone who helped make the Christmas Fayre, opened by Major Lynne Collins - Salvation Army, such a success.    It takes a lot of effort from a lot of people but wasn't it worth it with over £1,602 split between the Parish Hall Appeal and the Salvation Army(Christmas Toy Appeal).

Thank you to everyone for donating items for the stalls and for turning up and digging deep in such large numbers.     






