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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 



Dear Friends, 
 

The unleashing of the enabling Spirit of God – the Holy Spirit – in the 
midst of the people of God fathered in Jerusalem is celebrated this 
month at Pentecost. 
 

The Spirit empowered the disciples to spread by public proclamation, in 
every language, the good news of Jesus Christ.   The same Spirit can still 
empower us today. 
 

Those who were gathered in Jerusalem heard a sound like the rush of 
wind and saw tongues of fire.   They were conscious of the visible signs 
of the presence of God in their midst.   What are the signs of God’s 
presence today?   How can we help people to see the presence of God in 
this broken world?   Where is God to be found? 
 

Pentecost is about the power of God that transforms ordinary believers 
into Christ-like people, empowered and unafraid.   At that first Pentecost 
each of the listeners heard the message in their own language and they 
were understood. 
 

Pentecost is not about wiping out differences but it is about having the 
right tools to accept each other in Christ.   It is about being able to 
understand one another’s languages and backgrounds.   And it is about 
becoming Christ in the World. 
 

 ‘Christ has no body but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours, 
yours are the eyes through which Christ’s compassion must look out on 
this world’ (St. Teresa of Avila) 
 

The Spirit flowed through the disciples so that they were able to express 
themselves uninhibitedly.   How do we feel about expressing the truth of 
the gospel to others, through our words, our deeds? 
 

There are many ways of doing this, just as there were many languages 
spoken at Pentecost.   The Spirit removes the blocks to a full and natural 
expression of what lies in the depths of our hearts – the good news of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Can we let the Spirit today remove our shyness, our pride, our terror of 
being branded a particular kind of Christian, or our laziness, so that we 
can shine with the truth?    Can we let God’s assertion be felt in our lives 
and our Church?   It’s very different from human self-assertion; 
unpredictable, new and life giving. 
 

A life lived in the Spirit flows out to others. Do we think more about 
what God can do for us than what we can do for God? Are we a church 
that spends time and resources on worship but not much in our 

DIARY for May, 2010 
1st Sat 10.30 am Kenyon’s Cafe Coffee Morning-Liverpool Arms 
2nd Sun   
3rd Mon     
4th Tue   7.30 pm HomeGroupThree – 11 Majestic Drive 
5th  Wed 10.00 am Mothers’ Union Quiet Day at St. Ninians Church 
  10.30 am Holy Communion – Church 
    7.30 pm HomeGroupFour – 76 King Edward Road 
    8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship – Parish Hall 
6th Thurs   
7th  Fri   
8th Sat   
9th Sun 11.00 am FISS – Parish Hall 
    3.00 pm Rogation Service – Abbeylands Chapel 
10th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
    7.30 pm Wardens Meeting – Parish Office 
      7.45 pm HomeGroupOne – 2 Wentworth Close 
11th Tue   2.00 pm Mothers’ Union – Parish Hall 
    7.15 pm Synod – St. Ninians Church 
      7.30 pm HomeGroupThree  - 32 Ballachrink Drive 
12th  Wed     
13th Thurs 10.30 am Ascension Day Holy Communion – Church 
14th Fri   
15th Sat  PRAYING THE KEEILLS WEEK 
16th  Sun   1.00 pm Baptism: Lia Jennifer McLauchlan 
17th Mon   7.45 pm HomeGroupOne – 2 Wentworth Close 
18th Tue   2.00 pm Mothers’ Union – AGM – Parish Hall 
      7.30 pm HomeGroupThree   
19th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion – Church 
    7.30 pm Church Mission Society AGM –  

St. Paul’s Church Hall, Ramsey 
    7.30 pm Chapter Court – St. Catherine’s Church, Port Erin 
    8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship – Walk & Supper 
20th Thurs   7.30 pm Evening Mothers’ Union – Union Mills 
21st Fri   
22nd Sat   
23rd Sun 11.00 am Open Air Pentecost Service – Village Green 
24th  Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
      7.45 pm HomeGroupOne – 2 Wentworth Close 
25th Tue   7.30 pm HomeGroupThree   
    7.30 pm PCC Meeting – Parish Office 
26th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
27th  Thurs   2.00 pm IOMAS May Fair – St. Andrew’s Church, Dgls 
28th  Fri   
29th Sat   
30th Sun   1.30 pm Baptism: Cailey Esmae Harper 
31st  Mon   7.45 pm HomeGroupOne – 2 Wentworth Close 
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It is important that during the Interregnum we continue to 
care for and keep in touch with the sick. 
 

If you know or hear of anyone who is ill please let Jane 
Cretney know 675797.    She will arrange for people to be 
visited and/or for names to be placed on the prayer list. 
 

Thank you. 

community?   It is not a matter of either/or but both/and.   God’s Spirit 
gives generously, is our friend and helper, leads us into being all that we 
can be and challenges us to let that flow to others. 
 

What would God have us aim for with the Spirit’s help?   Perhaps we 
need to find new ways to accept our worth, take on a new task, or give 
more time to a relationship.   Perhaps we are struggling with a difficulty, 
or need to break out of a rut.   Whatever our circumstances, God’s Spirit 
can enhance our potential and take us to new places. 
 

Enhancing potential means taking risks.   The Pentecost crowd was 
curious, bewildered and a little hostile.   The believers were in occupied 
Jerusalem whose Governor had just crucified Jesus.  Peter took a mighty 
risk in standing up and speaking to the crowd.   We often feel out of our 
depth, but unless we are prepared to take risks, Jesus’ message of love 
can become stale and useless.   Those who first had the idea for Fair 
Trade goods might have been overwhelmed by the enormousness of the 
task.   Yet now supermarkets promote Fair Trade, adding new products 
regularly, with a higher profile than could ever have been imagined. 
 

God calls us to be the Church and equips each of us.   It is important to 
be able to express the gospel in different ways.   We cannot impose one 
single lifestyle upon those who are around us. 
 

Jesus called his disciples to be fishers of people, not keepers of their 
little ponds.  A community can only grow stronger when there is a 
shared sense of respect and acceptance.   No gift, no person, is more 
important than another. 
 

As the pieces must complement each other to fit a puzzle, so each person 
is vital for the work of the Church.   Without the work of everyone the 
picture is incomplete.   When we finish completing the puzzle we leave 
it out for everyone to see.   It is the same with the Church, the gift we 
have received is for all to see. 
 

Pentecost is called the ‘birthday’ of the Church.   But there would have 
been no Church if the disciples had remained behind closed doors, 
secure in the knowledge of their salvation and indifferent to those 
outside. 
 

Two thousand years later, we need to push at the walls of our church, 
throw open our doors, and allow the message of new life to touch and 
embrace all who lie beyond.   Let’s party!   Blessings to you all. 
 

Yours in Christ 
&�0������
���&�0������
���&�0������
���&�0������
����� ������ Licensed Reader 
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28th March, 2010   
William Livesay Ditchfield, 

Grace Isobel Poultney 
4th April, 2010 

Abigail May Cullington, 
Sean Robert Crossley, 

Travis Joonas Bradshaw 
 

 
3rd April, 2010 

Mathew Ian Wadsworth & Amanda Rose Barlow 
 
 

��������	
 

Edith Robertson (Bunty) Quayle, 
Elsie Winifred Roobottom, Margaret Taylor, 
Margaret Sheila Whiteside, Mary Mackay, 
Catherine Elizabeth Cowin, Kenneth Peel. 

  
 

      

The offertory for March totalled £11,406.32 and was made up of 
£10,079.50 pledged giving and £1,326.82 of loose plate giving.   

 

Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

%�@����%�%@��%�@����%�%@��%�@����%�%@��%�@����%�%@��� ���
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 ........follow in the footsteps of many others as����we walk the highways and 
byways of our beautiful Island home.����
 
On our last walk down North we enjoyed a gentle stroll with time to 
picnic – the wet feet weren’t planned – promise!    But what an 
adventure.   The walk saw several new members join us including our 
youngest member yet – Ella Rose at just 8 weeks old.   She didn’t get 
her feet wet! 
 
Now that Spring is with us and Summer just around the corner we will 
be having two walks each month – a mid-week evening and a Saturday. 
 
FOR DETAILS OF THE MAY AND JUNE WALKS  

SEE IN CHURCH 
 

NEW FELLOW WALKERS (EXPLORERS) 
ALWAYS WELCOME 

 

REMEMBER THE KEY WORDS .... 
 

‘SOCIAL AND ENJOY’ 
 

– Why not bring a friend or two! 
 

�
 
 
 



LADIES FELLOWSHIP  
 
Two very different meetings were held in April.   The first was a very 
enjoyable Beetle Drive, we made this an ‘open meeting’ and several 
guests and children attended. 
 
The second meeting was about the history of the Children’s Centre from 
the beginning in 1868 to what is planned for the future of children and 
family welfare.  
 
Also in April we held our Coffee Morning when £392.40 was raised.   
Thanks to all who came, and to all who helped in any way to raise this 
great amount.   This money will be donated to charities, etc. during the 
next session. 

Hazel Johnson  
 
MOTHERS' UNION                     
  
 

Members from both groups attended the annual Holy Week Communion 
Service on 30th March which was lead by Rev. Ken Ross and assisted by 
Nigel and Wendy McDowell kindly played the organ.   At our first 
meeting in April we were entertained by George Davison, Arthur 
Cowley and Wendy McDowell, what a marvellous afternoon we had.    
On the 27th April the programme was changed from a Trip to Eden Park 
to a Quiz in the Parish Hall – it came to light that members know more 
about chocolate than they do about flowers! 
 
Some members of the evening group attended the Maundy Thursday 
Service and on Thursday 29th April they joined me at Union Mills for a 
‘Trivial Pursuit’ night – we all had great fun. 
 
Mr Donald Gelling joins us on 11th May we are looking forward to 
hearing about ‘Only a Country Boy’ and we have our Annual General 
Meeting on the 18th April at 2 pm in the Parish Hall.    The evening 
group meet on 29th April at Union Mills.  
 
Mothers’ Union Quiet Day this year is being held on Wednesday  
5th May at St. Ninian’s Church 10am to 3 pm – bring a packed lunch. 
 
If you would like to join Mothers’ Union please let me know or just 
come along and join us – looking forward to seeing you. 
 

Jane Cretney, Branch Leader 

�
CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY 

  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
at 

St. Paul's Church Hall, Ramsey 
on 

Wednesday 19th May 2010 at  7-30pm 
Guest Speaker : Rev. Fred Cooke 

“Experiences in Israel and Borneo.” 
ALL WELCOME 

 
TESCO VOUCHERS 
 
Scripture Union have registered with TESCO’s latest voucher scheme.   
If you shop at Tesco and you are not collecting the vouchers for another 
organisation please bring your vouchers to church where we will have a 
jar in which to collect the vouchers.   The Sunday school do work 
closely with SUMT.   Many thanks. 
 

 
 
 

ROGATION SERVICE  
on  

SUNDAY 9TH MAY 
 at 

ABBEYLANDS CHAPEL 
at 

3 pm 
followed by refreshments 

 
 



Mrs Freda Black will bring  
a Fairtrade stall to Church 

on the 3rd Sunday each month 
at 11am and 6.30 pm services 

 

April takings amounted to £62.00 
 

Please continue to support the stall – thank you 
 
 
 

St. Peter’s Parish Church 
  

A CELEBRATION OF 
PENTECOST 

“We are building a people of power” 

 
on 

SUNDAY 23rd May, 2010  
at 11.00 am 

on the 

VILLAGE GREEN 
(If wet in St. Peter’s Parish Church) 

 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  9-15 TH MAY, 2010 
 
Can you help ... please!   If you could offer just a few hours, just for that 
one week, we could call at quite a few more homes!  Please contact Ray 
Osborne on 628479 or 476850.   Thank you – let’s make a big 
difference! 

 
 
 
 



ANNUAL VESTRY AND PAROCHIAL MEETINGS  
HELD ON THURSDAY 22nd APRIL, 2010 

 
RESULTS OF ELECTIONS 

 
CHURCHWARDENS 

to serve the Parish of Onchan for the forthcoming year are: 
 

Mr Peter George CORY 
Mr Anthony Nigel CRETNEY 

Mrs Heather REYNOLDS 
Mr Malcolm Joseph TURNER 

 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL  
 

Mrs Katherine Davis 
Mrs Joan Entwisle 
Mrs Jane Holmes 
Mr Phil Litherland 

have been elected to serve for a 3 year term. 
 

Mrs Lyn Kinrade 
has been elected to serve for a 1 year term.  

 
UNSUNG HEROES 
 
At our recent Annual Vestry and Annual General meetings much was 
heard in the many excellent and comprehensive reports of the hard work 
of so many, and of how life at St. Peter’s is really so busy and exciting.   
Life is never dull at Onchan.   Well done to everyone! 
 
But what of those people working quietly behind the scenes?   Who 
hasn’t admired the sparkling brass or the beautiful flowers that adorn the 
church and so much more.   Yes so much more.   We have an army of 
unsung heroes – perhaps we do sometimes take people for granted.   
Where would we be for example without our organist, the choir mistress 
and of course the choir!  
 

A BIG THANK YOU TO YOU ALL. 
Nigel 

 
 

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE  
.............. and oh what music! What food! What fun! 
 
With the hall – sorry The White Horse Inn – decked out with Austrian 
flags, bunting, posters, beautiful floral arrangements the scene was set 
for a truly memorable evening.   And wasn’t it so. 
 
From the quiz on arrival ( or was it the Thunder and Lightning Polka 
cocktails?), to the mouth-watering food, to the marvellous entertainment 
organised by Wendy McDowell, everyone seemed to have such a 
fantastic time – with a few laughs thrown in as well! 
 
Weren’t the entertainers simply magnificent – Val Kissack, Michael 
Corkhill, and Sonia Callin.   And what of the kids and teenagers from 
Stage One Drama directed by Sonia – there were tears in the eyes as 
they treated us to songs from the ‘Sound of Music’.   Truly memorable.   
What talent! 
 
Speaking of talent we had our very own song writer in town and he can 
sing as well.   From the ‘Blue Danube Blues’ to the ‘Good Bye’ song 
from the White Horse Inn – with Peter Cory’s own words of course the 
‘Singing Waiters’ strutted their stuff.   Not forgetting the ‘three gals 
from Laxey just off the bus’! 
 
And not just a great night out but we (and I mean everyone) managed to 
raise, after expenses, £1,570.16 towards the Parish Hall – quite 
staggering. 
 
A big thank you must go to the ‘committee’, Margaret our caterer who 
as usual supplied the main course, to those who supplied starters and 
desserts, the floral arrangements, the scenery, Wendy and the 
entertainers, to those who ran the raffles, to those who ‘waited on’, the 
‘washer-uppers’, and you all who made it such a marvellous night and to 
those who stayed behind to help clear up. 
 
To where will we ‘transport’ you next year? ........   watch this space! 
 

Nigel 
 
 
 
 
 



PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING - 15 April   
The meeting was chaired by Peter Cory, Lay Chairman, this was the last 
meeting before the Annual General Meeting.   Matters for discussion 
included the annual review of expenses for the auditor, organist and 
choir mistress; the financial report from the Treasurer, Heather Reynolds 
and the Wardens report from Nigel Cretney. Nigel said that the lighting 
outside church was being improved and there would be an investigation 
into the possibility of lighting up the outside notice boards. 
 
For the third year running we have been invited to participate in Back to 
Church Sunday which will be 26 September. 
 
Nigel reported on the current position with the Interregnum. The Parish 
Profile is to be drawn up by several PCC members, then approved by the 
PCC in May and the advert for the vacancy, it is hoped, will be placed 
around June. 
 
An All Island Service is to be held in Nobles Park, during the Bay 
Festival, on Sunday June 20 at 10.30. St Peter’s will not have the 11am 
service that day instead everyone will be encouraged to go to Noble’s 
Park. During the service in Nobles Park, which will be attended by all 
Christian denominations, the “Covenant for Mission” will be signed 
which is  a document designed to bring all Christians on the Island to a 
mutual understanding of what we hold in common. More details of this 
to be published soon. 
 
A small committee from St Peters attended a presentation on the 
Bishop’s initiative into looking at the use of church buildings.  We have 
been tasked to provide a report on the present use of our church 
buildings and possible future uses. 
 
A review of the ecumenical Lent course concluded that the current 
format of having a speaker followed by a question and answer session 
was working well, however it was felt that this year’s speakers were not 
particularly well known. Attendance was encouraging.   
 
Peter thanked Nigel and Carole for the services held during Holy Week 
and Easter.   The Rogation Service will be held on 9 May at 3pm at 
Abbeylands Chapel.    The Pentecost Service will be held outside on the 
Village Green on 23 May at 11am and will involve the young people, 
including the children of both St Peter’s and the Methodist Sunday 
Schools and both Onchan primary schools. The theme is “We are 
building a people of power”. 

There followed a lengthy debate about the trial use of modern tunes to 
the psalm and the canticle. Nigel reported that there has been a mixed 
response to the trial. People seemed happy with the canticle but most 
were not supportive of the trial with the responsorial psalm. The use of 
modern language and not the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) at our 
11am services was emphasised with greater emphasis on the BCP at our 
9am, 6.30 pm and mid-week services.   Nigel and Carole are to take 
another look at Morning Prayer. 
 
The Tynwald Breakfast this year is to be held at the Hilton Hotel on 
Saturday 26 June. The speaker is General Sir Richard Dannatt and it is 
anticipated that demand for this event will be high. More details soon. 
The meeting concluded at 10pm. 

Elaine Litherland 
 

PASTORAL VISITORS  
 
Is God calling you to be a Pastoral Visitor for St. Peter’s? 
 
Is this something you feel you could do? 
 
If so please have a word with me.    It is a task well worth doing and 
many people have appreciated the visits. 

Nigel Cretney 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT: 
 

Isle of Man Adoption Society 
 

MAY FAIR 
 

Thursday 27th May 
2 pm to 4 pm 

 

at St. Andrew’s Church 
Glencrutchery Road, Douglas 

 

Afternoon Tea - Tickets £5 
 

Cake Stall and Raffle 


