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To be central to the life of Onchan,
Providing a Christian Witness,
Worship and Welcome to all.




Dear Friends,

You may have been watching the latest series bydD&tenborough,
entitled ‘Natures Greatest Events’. The photplgyas amazing but
even more amazing are the events and creaturearéhiimed.

Creation never ceases to amaze and for many tbeahabnclusion
from what we see is that there must be a creatdr Gbavid
Attenborough doesn’t think so though. Like maepple he has a
problem with suffering in the world, and he hasnegsed much first
hand in his travels.

Darfur, the Congo, Zimbabwe, the Gaza strip aregusw areas of the
world of terrible suffering as a result of man’sumanity to man.
Christians are among those who suffer and oftentilage a extra
burden to bear because of their faith.

The Christians of the Sudan have suffered more itiast yet they
continue to remain faithful. They paint croseagheir clothes, they
carry crosses as they walk, and they top theickteat hut with a cross.
One group of Christians when asked why they togben huts with a
cross replied that they did not want governmenipleares accidently to
bomb the local non-Christians, when the bombs weesnded for
Christians.

It's often hardest for those who convert from otfadths, such as from
Islam. Their families disown them. They arecasts and their lives
are at risk. It seems appropriate to focus dfesng in this period of
Lent when we begin to follow Jesus’ Journey to@ness.

Jesus bore the brunt of persecution. This wagpiice he paid to bear
the burden of the world sins and so open the wayuthh the suffering
to the glory of eternal life. Jesus describedfhrsecution his
followers could expect and he said to them:

“I have told you these things, so that in me yayrave peace
In this world you will have trouble. But takedr# | have
overcome the world”.

Once, two artists were commissioned to paint aupgcéntitled “Peace”.
One produced a tranquil pastoral landscape ofdiatd a little stream.
The other painted a turbulent waterfall, poundiocks below, all noise
and spray, but hanging over it, at the end of adirawas a nest with a
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1% Sun 3.00 pm | Adult Confirmation Preparation - Vicarage
2 Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
7.00 pm | Wedding Preparation (1) — Parish Office
3 Tue 2.00 pm | Mothers’ Union — Parish Hall
7.30 pm | Lent Course (1) — Onchan Methodist Church
4" Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
12 noon Lent Lunch — Parish Hall
8.00 pm | Ladies Fellowship — Parish Hall
5" Thurs 4.30 pm | Young Peoples Confirmation Prep — Vicarage
7.30 pm | Vicar & Wardens Meeting — Parish Office
7.45 pm | Sunday School Team Meeting
6" Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
2.00 pm | Women'’s World Day of Prayer — St. Anthony’s
7" Sat
g Sun 2.00 pm | Baptisms: Freyja Rose Moore Kelly &
Beatrice Paige Duggan
3.30 pm | Baptism: Zachary Phillips
7.30 pm | BUZZ — Observatory Foxdale
gM Mon 7.30 pm | Wedding Preparation (2) — Vicarage
10" Tue 7.30 pm | Lent Course (2) — Onchan Methodist Church
11" Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
12 noon Lent Lunch — Parish Hall
12" Thurs 7.30 pm | PCC Meeting — Parish Office
13" Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
14" Sat
15" Sun 11.00 am | Confirmation Service - Church
16" Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
7.30 pm | Wedding Preparation (3) — Parish Office
17" Tue 2.00 pm | Mothers' Union — Parish Hall
7.30 pm | Lent Course (3) — Onchan Methodist Church
18" Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
12 noon Lent Lunch — Parish Hall
8.00 pm | Ladies Fellowship — Parish Hall
19" Thurs
20" Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
21% Sat 2.00 pm | Scripture Union All Island Children’s Event
22™ Sun 9.00 am | Make Mothering Sunday Posies — Vicarage
2.00 pm | Baptism: Chloe Isabelle Peate
7.30 pm BUZZ — Kenyon's
23" Mon
24" Tue 7.30 pm | Lent Course (4) — Onchan Methodist Church
25" Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
12 noon Lent Lunch — Parish Hall
26" Thurs
27" Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
28" Sat 7.30 am | Men's Breakfast £11 Hilton Hotel
29" Sun
30™ Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
7.30 pm | Wedding Preparation (4) — Parish Office
31 Tue 2.00 pm | Mothers’ Union — Parish Hall
2.30 pm | Vicar visit to Heywood Court

tiny bird sitting on her eggs — peace in the tutmoi

7.30 pm

Lent Course (5) — Onchan Methodist Church
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Many people around us, and perhaps we ourselvagsfana turmoil in
the present economic crises. Loss of jobs antkkas a reality for
some and a threat for many more.

Having faith in Jesus and holding on to him camdppeace in turbulent
times. We may not face persecution but anxiety wear us down if
we allow it to do so. Perhaps we should put wtiles in perspective
in the light of people worse off than ourselveglay we pray and
support our brothers and sisters in Christ whesaffering because of
their faith.

May we be encouraged by their example as we raflediesus’ journey
to the cross. Those who call out ‘Where is Gelén they see

suffering need to hear that he is in the midshefduffering, bearing the
pain and Jesus on the cross is the evidence of this

May Lent give us a greater understanding of suftpand especially of
the significance of the cross of Jesus.

Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name,

Vicar
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THANK YOU

We would like to thank everyone for the overwhelghdupport we have
received from all our friends at St. Peter’'s onghdden death of Jane’s
Mum. Thank you for your beautiful flowers, cardsessages,
homemade cake and most importantly your praydisey have given
us the strength to carry on and to support Dadsigtief and his
continued ill health in hospital.

Jane and Nigel Cretney



MOTHERS' UNION @

During February the afternoon group have watcheideo of Mothers’
Union work and projects in several parts of theldior

We have also joined the ladies of the Methodistr€ito hear Mr
Derek Hartley of the Leprosy Mission.

St. Valentine’s Day we held a very successful Gofforning raising
£500 for the work of Mothers’ Union at St. Peter’s.

‘Were is it’ was the topic for a Manx slide showizjby Mr Len Hulme
for our 17" February meeting. Well done to the winner.

Those members of the evening group who went aloriget Cathedral
MU last month enjoyed hearing of our President Hislgisit to Uganda
and also meeting MU Workers from London.

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader

LADIES FELLOWSHIP

We had two very good meetings in February. Tist fyas an art
lesson with Mrs Wendy Allen, who was very patiemd guided us all to
a finished ‘master piece’ to take home (where tept after that is
anybody’s guess — mine is still on the back ofliviag room door).

The Disc and Dessert night was very interesting Wwith the choice of
music listened to and the choice of desserts eafdrank you to all.

Our March meetings are on thBdnd 18. The first is a demonstration
of spinning and weaving (we are going to be ableawe a go) in the
second we will be shown some chair exercises o treto keep young.
Anybody can come and partake.

An early mention about our meeting on tieApril - when we are
having the ‘Heart Start’ video and demonstrationchshows what to
do in the case of anybody having a heart attathis meeting will be
open to all and will start at 7.30 pm.

Hazel Johnson

_—

N BAPTISMS
©)

28" February, 2009
Hester Janet Kimberley
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28" February, 2009
Paul Tinsley Cubbon & Demelza Jones

I

Vera May Fleming, Ernest Jeffery Shimmin,
Rose Marie Renshaw, Alan Fred Makin, Percy Morley
Kenneth Robert Knowles, Olive Bullock
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OFFERTORY —1

The offertory for January totalled £5,322.17 and weade up of
£4,219.63 pledged giving and £1,102.54 of loosteaving.

Thank you.
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Calling all womerand men
to the

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service

on
Friday 6" March, 2009
at St. Anthony’s Church at 2 pm.

Speaker: Linda Smith
Head teacher Ashley Hill School

This year’s service has been prepared by the women of

Papua New Guinea
The theme is:

‘In Christ there are many members
yet one Body’

A date for your diary.

Following the success of the Italian and American
Evenings why not come and join us for -

‘A NIGHT IN PARIS’
‘Une Nuit Paris’
Saturday 18" April
in Onchan Parish Hall
TICKETS ON SALE SOON

A BELATED BUT SINCERE THANK YOU!

Something different. Not our usual ‘Victorian Eveg’ but a ‘Night at
the Musicals’ -and what a night it proved to be raising £700 fioe t
Parish Hall. Who would have thought it of the ‘Three Filliestve’ll
have to see them in action agaiWhat next the Can Can?

Superb entertainment. A good laugh. What a shéwd all so
marvellously organised by Wendy McDowell. A bigabk you to
Wendy and to all the artisteghey were quite simply fabulous!

A big thank you also to those who provided rafflees, and also
helped sell the tickets, to Elsa Bridson for héntgrand original
paintings anaf courseto everyone who supported the concert.

Thank you all.

Nigel Cretney, Chairman, Parish Hall Committee




If you would like to go please contact:
Amanda Kimberley — 664756
Deborah Haddock — 661895

or email thelovelybrowns@manx.net

WHOLENESS AND HEALING

The next service will be on Thursday®2&pril when, instead of a guest
speaker, the Christian Singing Group — EncorelfleBlaine Christian)
will be ministering to us in song.

Prayer for healing and anointing will be offereduasal.
Do be encouraged to invite friends to this servickistening to music

and song can be a healing experience as can wpisgiwith God’s
people.

STEWARDSHIP

At the time of writing the Stewardship Campaigmésring its
completion. To date the amount pledged per ansu&2,500.

Besides pledging others have offered to continugias they have
done and there are new contributors. We are greteful for all who
will contribute and our gratitude is extended te 8tewardship Team
who have worked so hard over the last few weeks.

It will be a week or two before we finalise theatiot

Thank you.



