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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 



Dear Friends, 
 

Well here we are, almost half way through the year, and T.T. fortnight is 
upon us yet again.   Let us pray that this year we don’t earn the name 
“The Island of the Quick and the Dead”, as one national newspaper 
dubbed us a few years ago.    
 
It hardly seems five minutes since we were celebrating Christmas and 
yet here we are with Easter gone and Pentecost just over too.   Where 
does the time go?   As I get older I’m finding it very true that “the older 
you get, the faster time goes”.   I’m finding the need for 36 hours in a 
day, or “Eight days a Week” as the Beatles sang – ah, the halcyon days 
of my youth! 
 
And now I’m looking forward to retirement in a year or so, not that I 
expect things to get any easier, or time to go any more slowly; I’m fairly 
sure that I will be one of those retired people who are so busy they don’t 
know how they found the time to go to work. 
 
We all lead such busy lives these days, we are pulled in so many 
directions at once; sometimes we just want the world to leave us alone 
for a little while, we need some “me-time”. 
 
Well, as it says in Proverbs, “there is nothing new under the sun”, Jesus 
also needed “me-time”, and he got it by going out alone to pray to his 
Father, the gospels tell us this on several occasions. 
 
Jesus’ ministry only lasted three years, three short years in which to 
change the world, so many things to do, and so little time, no wonder he 
needed to recharge his batteries every now and then.   Constant 
travelling, preaching, debating, teaching, healing, all these things would 
have drained his physical and spiritual strength, and who better to turn to 
for replenishment than his Father. 
 
God is our Father too and, because of what he sent his Son to do, we can 
also turn to him, spend some “me-time” with him.   Whether it’s on a 
country walk, sitting on a beach watching the sea, sitting quietly in an 
empty church, having a relaxing soak in the bath, we can spend just as 
much (or as little) time with him as we can.   Talking to him and 
listening to him; oh, he may not answer us right away, and he may not 
give us the answer we are looking for, but he will answer us because he 
is our loving Father, and he knows what is best for us, and will give us 
the strength to carry it through.    

DIARY for June, 2010 
1st Tue 10.30 am Pastoral Visitors – Parish Office 
2nd Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
3rd Thurs   7.30 pm Profile Meeting – Parish Office 
4th Fri   
5th  Sat   
6th Sun   
7th  Mon   
8th Tue   
9th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
10th Thurs   
11th Fri   
12th  Sat   
13th Sun   7.30 pm Choir Practice - Church 
14th Mon  Peter Bear Train Trip 
15th Tue   2.30 pm Nigel visits Heywood Court 
   Footsteps Walking Group 
    7.30 pm HomeGroupThree – 5 Fuchsia Lane 
16th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
      7.30 pm Wardens Meeting – Parish Office 
17th Thurs   7.15 pm Parish Hall Committee – Parish Hall 
18th Fri   
19th Sat   2.00 pm Wedding: Robert John Christopher Byrne and  

                   Laura Margaret Caswell 
20th Sun   9.30 am ‘One in the Park’ Bay Festival  – Nobles Park 
21st Mon   7.30 pm PCC Meeting – Parish Office 
22nd Tue   7.30 pm HomeGroupThree 
23rd Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
24th  Thurs   
25th Fri   
26th Sat   7.30 am Island Breakfast – Hilton Hotel 
27th  Sun 11.00 am Sunday School Anniversary Service 
    2.00 pm Baptism: Cordelia Dawn Armstrong 
    3.00 pm Heritage Service – Abbeylands 
    7.30 pm Choir Practice - Church 
28th  Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
29th Tue   9.05 am Nigel Onchan School Assembly 
    7.30 pm HomeGroupThree 
30th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
    7.00 pm CMS – Driving Treasure Hunt – St. Luke’s 

 
 

ONCHAN HERITAGE SERVICE  
 

ABBEYLANDS CHAPEL 
 

ON SUNDAY 27TH JUNE AT 3 PM  
followed by refreshments 

 
SEE YOU THERE 
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Mrs Freda Black will bring  
a Fairtrade stall to Church 

on the 3rd Sunday each month 
at 11am and 6.30 pm services 

April takings amounted to £62.10 
Please continue to support the stall – thank you 

 
It is important that during the Interregnum we continue to 
care for and keep in touch with the sick. 
 

If you know or hear of anyone who is ill please let Jane 
Cretney know 675797.    She will arrange for people to be 
visited and/or for names to be placed on the prayer list. 
 

Thank you. 

I’d like to finish by quoting the prayer of an unknown Confederate 
Soldier. 
                                                                                                               
I asked for strength that I might achieve; 
I was made weak that I might learn to humbly obey.  
I asked for health that I might do greater things;  
I was given infirmity that I might do better things.  
I asked for riches that I might be happy;  
I was given poverty that I might be wise.  
I asked for power that I might have the praise of men;  
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God.  
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life;  
I was given life that I might enjoy all things.  
I got nothing that I asked for,  
but everything that I had hoped for.  
Almost despite myself my unspoken prayers were answered  
I am, among all men, most richly blessed. 
 
Spend a little “me-time” with God today; he won’t let you down. 
 
Love and prayers, 
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Licensed Reader 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY  
AND PRIZE-GIVING  

 

on 27th June at 11 am  
  

Alex Brown from Scripture Union will give a short 
address and present the prizes. 

 

Please come along and give your support to the 
Children and their Leaders. 
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 ........follow in the footsteps of many others as����we walk the highways and 
byways of our beautiful Island home.����
 

What glorious weather we’ve been having, but not on our last walk – a 
gentle undulating stroll was planned from the Clypse. Instead the wind 
and the rain came.  But then we’re hardy souls – aren’t we? 
 

As we go to press our next walk is this Saturday (2pm Church car park) 
– Port Grenaugh, Port Soldrick and Cass-ny-Hawin and yes you’ve 
guessed it, heavy rain is forecast! 
 

Now to our June walks – TUESDAY 15th JUNE – the evening down 
north.   A largely coastal stroll (about 5 miles) Maughold Head, Port-e-
Vullen, the beach (timed for low tide) and then the Gob ny Rona 
peninsula.   Last year this was a favourite walk with a glorious sunset 
over the ‘Iron Pier’ and Ramsey.  Prompt start from the Church car 
park at 6.30 pm.   The minibus has been booked –so please book your 
place with Nigel, Elaine or Peter. 
 

And then...SATURDAY 26th JUNE – a gentle Saturday afternoon in 
Union Mills, the railway line, Ballaquinnea, Ballacotch and down the 
Lhergy Cripperty (about 4 miles or so) followed by a BBQ. Meet at 
Church 12.30 pm.   Book in with Nigel (496109), Elaine (416669) or 
Peter (496395). 
 

And then in July .... THURSDAY 15th JULY – again an evening down 
north.   Close Sartfield and the Curragh followed by a slurp and 
something to eat.   SATURDAY 31st JULY – down south this time.  
Cregneash and the Chasms – then why not another slurp and something 
to eat. 
 
MORE WALKS IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER – WATCH THIS 
SPACE – TO INCLUDE A TRAM TRIP AND A PICNIC IN 
BALLAGLASS GLEN AND A BOAT TRIP TO THE CALF –  
                 don’t worry there’ll be some walking as well! 
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16th May, 2010  

 Lia Jennifer McLauchlan 
 

��������	
 

Joan Margaret Elizabeth Dickinson, 
Margaret (Peggy) Skillicorn, Ruth Goodyear, 

Eleanor Jane Harding, Frank Hewison, 
Pauline Mary (Paula) Stuttard, Dianne Kennish, 

Phyllis Georgina Christian  

      

The offertory for April totalled £7,925.29 and was made up of £6,307.00 
pledged giving and £1,618.29 of loose plate giving.   

 

Thank you. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK    
 
The house to house collection conducted by St. Peter’s raised £1,990.34. 
 
The target in the Isle of Man was to raise £35,000 from public donations 
in aid of a farming project in southern Mali which would help 99,000 
people, mainly women and children. 
 
If the figure is achieved, the Manx government's Overseas Aid 
Committee will match the figure with a grant, bringing the total to 
£70,000. 
 
Many thanks to all who were involved in the collection, especially  
Ray Osborne who is our co-ordinator at St. Peter’s. 
 
 



LADIES FELLOWSHIP  
 
Two meetings were held in May  one being the AGM and Buffet (thanks 
to all who provided food) and the other a walk around Douglas Quayside 
spotting clues then Supper at Coasters (eating again). 
 
The AGM was well attended and again there is no change in command.   
Several ideas were put forward for next year’s programme. 
 
Not all the members, who had a lovely supper at Coasters, partook in the 
walk (in the mist) around the harbour but nobody got lost.   The 
gatherings have now finished for the ‘Summer’ so see you in October. 

Hazel Johnson  
 

PENTECOST ON THE GREEN 
 
The Village rocked and wasn’t CHRIST VISIBLE.   A fantastic service.   
Glorious weather.   All ages.   Churches working together.   Add to that 
the £459.56 raised towards a Scripture Union Youth Worker.   WOW! 
THANKS AND CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL INVOLVED. 

Nigel 
 

COVENANT FOR MISSION ON THE 
ISLE OF MAN 

SUNDAY 20TH JUNE, 2010 
 

At St. Peter’s SAID COMMUNION 8AM and not 9am 
 

At the ‘One in the Park’, Bay Festival in Noble’s Park 
 

ALL ISLAND/ALL DENOMINATIONS SERVICE 9.30 am 
to include the signing of the Covenant 

 

At the request of the Bishop & agreed to by the PCC 
THERE WILL BE NO 11 am SERVICE AT ST. PETER’S  

(Each church has been asked to cancel their main morning service to 
encourage attendance at the ‘One in the Park’) 

 

and then, in contrast to the excitement of the Covenant Service, 
an ‘oasis of calm’ – 

 

 EVENING SERVICE 6.30 pm ST. PETER’S 
 

MOTHERS' UNION                     
  
 

Mr Donald Gelling joined us on 11th May and gave us an insight into his 
life as Chief Minister telling us of his meetings with Royalty and his 
visits to foreign lands.  A very interesting afternoon. 
 
Members from both groups attended the Quiet Day held this year at  
St. Ninians Church and led by Rev. John Coldwell.   The day was very 
interesting and it’s nice just to sit in peace and quiet and contemplate.   
We also had the opportunity to meet up with friends from other parts of 
the island. 
 
We held our Annual General Meeting on 18th May in the Parish Hall 
followed by cream scones and a cup of tea.   It is always amazing to 
look back over the year and rediscover all what we have done in the past 
12 months.   My sincere thanks to Christine Sanders, who has stepped 
down as Branch Treasurer, for all her work over the past years and my 
thanks to Elaine Cory who has taken over from Christine.   Suggestions 
for the next programme were invited and put forward – the committee 
will meet shortly to discuss the suggestions and compile the programme. 
If you have any more suggestions please let me know soon – thank you. 
 
The evening group met on 20th May and they all brought something for 
the buffet supper and spent the evening discussing proposals for the next 
programme – watch this space! 
 
I look forward to seeing all those who have booked for the Flower 
Festival Coach Trip on Tuesday 6th July – don’t forget coach leaves at 
1pm from the Church. 
 
I am hoping to arrange an outing during the summer break – more 
details later. 
 
On Sunday 25th July there is to be a Duck Hunt at the Arboretum at  
St. John’s starting at 2pm – see separate advert – children and 
grandchildren welcome.   
 
If you would like to join Mothers’ Union please let me know. 
 

Jane Cretney, Branch Leader 
 
 

   



�
Sodor and Man Association  

of the Church Mission Society 
is holding a 

�  
FAMILY TREASURE HUNT (DRIVING) 

 
on Wednesday, 30 June 2010 at 7-00pm 

 
at St Luke’s Church, Baldwin 

 
followed by refreshments 

 
Adults £6 Children £2 

 
To Book: 
call Elaine Litherland on 673458 
or email elaine.litherland@manx.net 
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FOOTSTEPS GROUP has a poet – Elizabeth Adams put these words 
together following our last walk. 
 

Walker’s  Paradise 
 

Round the reservoirs, deep and still 
Listening to the songs 
The birds happily trill,  

A lone fisherman casting his line  
The stillness around him 

Is quietly sublime. 
Further on we go ~~ 
over the board walks 

Passing a field with horses 
Gentle giants, proud heads, 

Putting their large, white feet 
Gently along the ground 

Then we see two frolicking yearlings 
Racing, kicking up their heels 
Whinnying happily, bounding 

Round their field.  
 

& 
 

Round the Clypse and Kerrowdhoo 
A haze of dark blue, wild bluebells 

Grouped together, 
Standing erect against the weather. 
The carpets of Primroses sparkling 
Yellow, against the soft green ferns 

Walking the grassy paths, over styles 
Views of pastures green. 

Plantations reaching to the sky, 
Breathing in the cool, clear air 

Of this, our island fair. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


