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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 



Dear Friends, 
 
Three events in recent weeks and months have shaken the foundation of 
society and perhaps made us feel less secure: 
 
Firstly the banking crisis, and now the controversy over MP’s expenses, 
and last week the revelations concerning abuse in church care homes in 
Ireland. 
 
These events expose the shortcomings of human beings, our greed and 
selfishness and the desire for self-gratification regardless of its impact 
upon others.  
 
In recent years things have never looked so good.    Most of us have 
enjoyed a period of prosperity which our parents never experienced.    
There was almost full employment, money to spend and a surplus of 
goods to purchase.   There seemed no need to tighten our belts.    
 
Now things have changed and the future is uncertain.   From feeling 
secure many people are now beginning to feel insecure. 
 
At times of change and uncertainty in life and in times of crisis, having a 
faith can make all the difference.  Faith can give us security in the 
roughest water and as Christians Jesus is the foundation of our faith.    
 
He is the rock upon which we build our Christian lives as we are 
reminded in the hymn:  

‘On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand’. 
 
He is always there for us, though we are not always aware of his 
presence, and he is the same yesterday, today and forever. 
 
He is the rock of our salvation.   He holds our future in his hands.   No 
matter what happens to us in this life he is there to support us and he 
wants to receive us with open arms when we leave this life and discover 
the security of God’s eternal kingdom. 
 
It is the love of God through Jesus that makes us feel secure and it is the 
Holy Spirit who makes Jesus real to us – as real as he was to those first 
disciples. 
 
We cannot see him but his presence and his power can be experienced 
here and now. 

DIARY for June, 2009 
1st Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
    7.30 pm Wedding Preparation (4) – Parish Office 
2nd Tue  Sunday School Team Meeting 
3rd Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
4th Thurs   
5th  Fri   
6th Sat   
7th  Sun   6.30 pm BUZZ – Braddan Youth Club BBQ 
8th Mon   
9th Tue  Footsteps Social Walking Group – see advert 
10th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
11th Thurs   
12th  Fri   
13th Sat   
14th Sun   3.00 pm Peel Old Cathedral, walk to New Cathedral for 

service (3.30) followed by tea (4.30). 
15th Mon   Peter Bear Club – Train Outing 
16th  Tue   
17th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
18th Thurs   
19th Fri  BUZZ – Maughold Venture Centre 
20th Sat  BUZZ – Maughold Venture Centre 
21st Sun   
22nd Mon   
23rd Tue   
24th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
25th Thurs   
26th Fri   
27th  Sat  Footsteps Social Walking Group – see advert 
28th  Sun 11.00 am Sunday School Anniversary/Prize Giving 
29th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
30th  Tue   

 

 

Holy Spirit, wind and flame, 
  Move within my mortal frame. 
 Make our hearts an altar pyre; 

   Kindle them with your own fire. 
Breathe and blow upon that blaze 
  till our lives, our deeds, and ways 
 speak that tongue which every land 
   by your grace shall understand. 
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BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY – 27TH  SEPTEMBER 
 

We are involving ourselves in this project again, beginning with a 
Workshop conducted by a member of the team from England.   This will 

be held at St. Ninian’s Church on Wednesday 17th June at 7.30 pm. 
 

Further details will be available shortly. 
 
 
 

The apostle Paul reminds us that ‘no one can lay any foundation other 
than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ’ and if we 
build our lives on that foundation we will not go far wrong, indeed, we 
will enjoy God’s richest blessings. 
 
Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name, 
 

�����	��������������	��������������	��������������	�������������� ���
����
Vicar 
  

  
 

 MOTHERS' UNION                     
  
What a busy month May has been.    Trevor Norton was our speaker on 
the 5th May, what a wonderful afternoon it was, he entertained us with 
his stories on his experiences of ‘Writing for Fun’.  
 
Then on the 7th May we joined MU members from other branches for 
our annual Quiet Day.   This year I took us through the day with a bible 
study, readings, music, prayers and a service all on our 2009 theme – 
The Cost of Relationships. 
 
The Salvation Army Ladies Rally was next on our calendar.   This is 
always a popular event and the homemade biscuits are always a treat. 
Our AGM was next, when we heard reports from Jane our Secretary on 
our meetings, Christine our Treasurer who took us through our accounts 
whilst I spoke of MU work here and worldwide. 
 
A fundraising event was next, a chance to meet up with other branches 
again and to enjoy food and fellowship.   Alison Gomme, the Prison 
Governor was the guest speaker and it was good to hear first hand of the 
work going on at our Prison out at Jurby.   Her talk was both light-
hearted and informative.   Next it was off to Rushen Abbey to take part 
in a candlelit pilgrimage and worship in the Abbey gardens and the 
Abbey Church.   This was a very moving event with over 100 people 
taking part including many MU members.    To all of these meetings and 
events, members of both our groups have attended.   Our afternoon 
meetings have now finished but EMU have one more meeting in June to 
be arranged. 

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader 
 



LADIES FELLOWSHIP  
 
The 2008/09 programme finished on the 6th May with the business 
meeting and buffet supper.   Nothing seems to have changed, and the 
2009/10 programme will commence on the 7th October. 
 
Instead of a Garden Party this year we are going to hold a Coffee 
Morning in the Parish Hall on the 1st August, more details about this 
later.  

Hazel Johnson 
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Before the Spirit came, you were just words on a page,  

Black on white and yellowed with age.  
Simply a story of long ago,  

Of a man who had so much love to show;  
Who healed the sick and cured the lame;  

Took our guilt and bore our shame.  
It sounded so good, but it just couldn't last.  
It was not for today but locked in the past.  

Until the Spirit came. 
 

Now the Spirit has come, you are here at my side,  
Larger than life and ready to guide;  
Making real to me all that you said  

And doing through me the things that I read.  
I am the glove that your hand has filled;  
I am the cup into which you have spilled  

All the love and the power which you promised would come,  
Right now in the present and for everyone.  

Since the Spirit came. 
Martyn Payne 
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3rd May, 2009    

 Molly Megan Hinds, Benjamin Harris Castle  
& William Byron Corris 

10th May, 2009 
Ruby Louise Elizabeth Skillen & Daisy-May Bignell 

17th May, 2009 
Poppy Belle Gerrard   

24th May, 2009 
Thomas Adam Price & Daniel Harry Cross 

 

  

��������	
William Frank Murray, Harriett Moorhouse, Rodney Makin, 

Charles Robert Hubbard, Margaret Joyce Andrews, 
William Frederick Longwith, Alan Cottier.  

 

      

The offertory for April totalled £8,776.26 and was made up of £7,445.75 
pledged giving and £1,330.51of loose plate giving.   

 

Thank you. 
 
 
CHRISTIAN AID  
 
The house to house collection conducted by St. Peter’s raised £2,350.14   
which will be matched £1 for £1 by the Government and will go towards 
planting fruit trees in Burundi to provide a crop and reduce soil erosion. 
 
Many thanks to all who were involved in the collection, especially Ray 
and Jan Osborne who stepped in to co-ordinate our effort at St. Peter’s. 
 
It is hoped that the Island overall will raise £80,000 and match last 
year’s total. 
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 ........follow in the footsteps of many others as����we walk the highways 
and byways of our beautiful Island home.����

 
Enjoy the company, the sun on your back (hopefully only a few drops of 
rain!), the wind in your hair, the breathtaking scenery, the occasional 
slurp of wine, a meal, a picnic – the key words are social and enjoy! 
 
Two walks behind us now.   One in glorious sunshine, the other on a 
dampening night during Keeills Week.     The NEXT WALK  – an 
evening down North TUESDAY 9TH  JUNE.      A largely coastal stroll 
(about 5 miles) around Maughold Head and Port Mooar.         
Assemble at St. Peter’s Church car park at 6.30 pm.   Don’t be put 
off if you don’t have transport – book in with Nigel (496109), Elaine 
(416669) or Peter (496395).   Hopefully there’ll be spare car seats.   If 
you have a car and a spare seat or two please let Nigel, Elaine or Peter 
know – Thank you. 
 
And then......... SATURDAY 27TH JUNE – a gentle Saturday afternoon 
in Union Mills, Glen Vine and Trollaby (about 5 miles) followed by a 
BBQ.     Meet at St. Peter’s Church car park at 1.30 pm.   Book in with 
Nigel, Elaine or Peter. 
 
And then in July ...... THURSDAY 9TH JULY – the evening out west.   
Glen Mooar, Spooyt Vane and Glen Wyllin.   Possibly a slurp and 
something to eat.    SATURDAY 25TH JULY – Abbeylands and 
Baldwin in the afternoon.      
 
MORE WALKS IN AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER  – WATCH THIS 
SPACE. 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER  – if in doubt check with Nigel, Elaine or Peter.   
 
REMEMBER THE KEY WORDS .... 
‘SOCIAL AND ENJOY’  – Why not bring a friend or two!  

ONCHAN PENSIONERS CLUB ANNUAL HOLIDAY  
 
This year on Wednesday 12th August the Onchan Pensioners Club and 
friends are taking their annual holiday.   They are going to Llandudno – 
some by boat and some by air.   They have 4 cancellations (1 twin room 
and 2 single rooms). 
 
Anybody like to join them?    54 going – room for 4 more. 
 
Always a great time – enjoyed by all. 
 
If you are interested then contact: Ray Kniveton, 21 The Park, Onchan – 
Tel: 622213 or 492592 for full details. 
 
CATHEDRALS SERVICE ON SUNDAY 14TH JUNE 
 
To celebrate the first anniversary of his enthronement Bishop Robert has 
organised a celebration beginning at 3 pm in the Old Cathedral on St. 
Patrick’s Isle, walking to the New Cathedral of St. German’s, where the 
service will begin at approximately 3.30 pm and will be followed by a 
Strawberry and Champagne tea. 
 
At the service the Bishop’s new chaplain, and Mission Advisor, Gill 
Poole, will be commissioned and admitted as a Reader and Rosemary 
Bannan, the new Bishop’s Secretary will be commissioned. 
 
Please be encouraged to join the celebration.   If you can’t manage the 
walk go straight to the New Cathedral. 
 
PRIZEGIVING AT 11 am 28 th JUNE 
 
Buzz and Lazer Group have been asked to plan the service on this 
occasion.   Do come along and support them and the Sunday School, and 
see how our young people feel church should be done. 
 
The Buzz and Lazer Group will be having a 24 hour stay at the 
Maughold Venture Centre on Friday/Saturday 19th/20th June. 
 
Please pray for them and their leaders. 
 
 
 
 



 

Oh La La!   

 
Following the success of the Italian and American 

Evenings why not come and join us for -  
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‘Une Nuit Paris’ 
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(Doors open 7 pm for 7.30 pm) 

at 
ONCHAN PARISH HALL 

Royal Avenue    
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(Vegetarian option available on booking) 
*�����&#&*�����&#&*�����&#&*�����&#& ����

����
'
�+#!!��&�,$�#��
�$-#$�'
�+#!!��&�,$�#��
�$-#$�'
�+#!!��&�,$�#��
�$-#$�'
�+#!!��&�,$�#��
�$-#$� ����

You never know who may turn up .............. come and see! 
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Proceeds in aid of Onchan Parish Hall  
Tickets available from  

Jane at the Parish Office, Church Road, Onchan, IM3 1BF 
(cheques payable to Onchan Parish Hall) or telephone 675797 

 

MENU 
 

Fizz Cocktail  
(or non alcoholic fruit cup) 

& House Wines 
 

Starters 
 

Melon Moulin Rouge 
or 

Pâté Maison with Red Onion Relish 
 

Main Course 
 

choice of 

Beef Bourguignon, 
Coq au Vin   

or Vegetarian Quiche 
served with  

New Potatoes, 
French Beans and Carrots 

  

Desserts 
 

Chocolat Truffle Torte 
French Apple Tart 
Salade de Fruits 

 

Followed by 
 

French Coffee 
&  Truffes Au Chocolat 


