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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 



Dear Friends, 
 

We are ONE – it’s official!   One in the Park; One in Christ; One in each 
other, all members of One Body – WOW! 
 
Those who went to “One in the Park” on Sunday 20th June were left in 
no doubt, we came in our thousands from all over the Island, to worship 
together, to pray together, to listen together, to fill that enormous “tent” 
with our praise; and we most definitely succeeded! 
 
As the “Covenant for Mission on the Isle of Man” says; 
 “Together we give thanks for all we have in common; 
   Together we rejoice in our diversity; 
   Together we repent the sin of perpetuating our divisions; 
   Together we make known our understanding of the  
   obedience to which we are called.” 
And that calling, what exactly are we called to do? 
To make Jesus Christ known, to serve human need, to be members of 
one body, to exercise God’s gifts, and to do all of this together because 
together we are stronger, and the strength we are part of was palpable on 
that Sunday morning. 
 
We were all there, Anglicans, Methodists, Roman Catholics, Baptists, 
Salvationists, Pentecostals, the United Reformed Church and the young 
people of the Scripture Union, who gave us a moving representation of 
breaking down divisions. 
 
The Manifest Worship Group led us in some memorable and moving 
songs of praise, and representatives of all denominations gave readings, 
lead prayers, and signed the original “Covenant” document, copies of 
which will be forwarded to all churches. 
 
I don’t know about anyone else, but I could have happily carried on for 
hours; still all good things must come to an end, so that we can get on 
with planning some more of them! 
 
By the time you read this we will also have had our annual Sunday 
School Prize Giving, which is always a treat of a service for all of us, 
and our young people (and teachers, no doubt) will be looking forward 
to the summer holidays. 
 
We pray for a restful break for all, whatever our profession, job or daily 
routine; we all need to recharge our batteries and look to the future in 

DIARY for July, 2010 
1st Thurs   
2nd Fri   
3rd Sat   
4th Sun  Start of Flower Festival Week – “Rejoice” 
    7.30 pm Choir Practice - Church 
5th  Mon   
6th Tue   1.00 pm Flower Festival Coach trip leaves from Church 
7th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
8th Thurs   7.30 pm St. Peter’s Church Choir and guests sing at 

Onchan Methodist Church Flower Festival 
9th Fri   
10th Sat   
11th Sun   1.30 pm Baptisms: Charlotte Wilkinson & 

Eva Freda Macaulay 
    6.30 pm Songs of Praise – Onchan Methodist Church 
12th  Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
    2.50 pm Nigel visits Onchan School 
13th Tue   
14th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
15th Thurs  Footsteps Social Walking Group 

(Close Sartfield & Curragh) 
16th  Fri   
17th Sat   
18th Sun   1.00 pm Baptisms: Ethan Hallam Don Crossley & 

                 Demi Louise Watterson 
    3.00 pm Civic Service - Church 
19th Mon  Peter Bear’s Picnic 
20th Tue   
21st Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
22nd Thurs   
23rd Fri   
24th  Sat   2.00 pm Wedding: Juan Brown/Linzi Sayle 
25th Sun   
26th Mon   
27th  Tue   2.30 pm Nigel visits Heywood Court  
28th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
29th Thurs   
30th Fri   1.00 pm Wedding: 

 Daniel Robert Wood & Samantha Jane Yewdall 
31st  Sat  Footsteps Social Walking Group 

(Cregneash & Chasms) 
    1.00 pm Wedding: Christopher Cowell/Natasha Aspell 
    3.00 pm Wedding: Gary Price/Sarah Bullock 

 
ONCHAN COMMISSIONERS CIVIC SERVICE 

on 
SUNDAY 18th JULY 

in 
ST. PETER’S PARISH CHURCH 

at 3 pm 
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It is important that during the Interregnum we continue to 
care for and keep in touch with the sick. 
 

If you know or hear of anyone who is ill please let Jane 
Cretney know 675797.    She will arrange for people to be 
visited and/or for names to be placed on the prayer list. 
 

Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

faith. 
 

If you can make a little time for reading, I can thoroughly recommend 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, especially chapter 2 verses 11-18, and 
chapter 4 verses 1-16.   These passages tell us of “Oneness and Peace in 
Christ” and “Unity in the Body”; but try to make enough time to read the 
whole letter, its only six short chapters, half an hour should do it and it’s 
well worth the effort. 
 

To quote from the covenant again, “We therefore urge the people of all 
churches to love one another in the Holy Spirit as God loves the world 
....... that we may be renewed together for mission.” 
 

So let us all look forward to what is hopefully going to be a lovely 
summer, to having a little time to enjoy God’s world, and to thanking 
Him for it on a daily basis, with joy! 
 
Love and prayers, 
 

�	�����7	���
�8�	�����7	���
�8�	�����7	���
�8�	�����7	���
�8� ���
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 ........follow in the footsteps of many others as����we walk the highways and 
byways of our beautiful Island home.����
 

Enjoy the company, the sun on your back (hopefully only a few drops of 
rain!), the wind in your hair, the breathtaking scenery, the occasional 
slurp of wine, a meal, a picnic – the key words are social and enjoy! 
 

The NEXT WALK -THURSDAY 15 th JULY – the evening down 
north.   Close Sartfield and the Curragh – a gentle stroll (about 4 miles) 
all on the flat – followed by a slurp and something to eat.   Prompt start 
from the Church car park at 6.30 pm.   The minibus has been booked 
–so please book your place with Nigel (496109 or 675797). Thank you.. 
 

And then...SATURDAY 31st JULY – down south this time, Cregneash 
and the Chasms.  About 4 miles again but there is a shorter walk you 
could do of 2 miles or so and still join together for a slurp and 
something to eat afterwards.   Prompt start from the Church car park 
at 2 pm.   The minibus has been booked –so please book your place 
with Nigel (496109), Elaine (416669) or Peter (496395) – the holiday 
makers are back! 
 

And then in August - TUESDAY 10th AUGUST – an evening in the 
heart of the Island.     The Nab, West Baldwin, the Millennium Way and 
Cronk ny Moghlane (and yet again about 4 miles). Prompt start from 
the Church car park at 6.30 pm.   Don’t be put off if you don’t have 
transport – book in with Nigel, Elaine or Peter. 
 
SATURDAY 28th AUGUST – a picnic in the glen, BALLAGLASS 
GLEN and, of course, a little walking!   The TRAM leaves Douglas 
10.40 am.   Book in with Nigel, Elaine or Peter. 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER  – if in doubt check with Nigel, Elaine or Peter.   
 
REMEMBER THE KEY WORDS .... 
‘SOCIAL AND ENJOY’  – Why not bring a friend or two! 
����

DIARY for August, 2010 
1st Sun   
2nd Mon   
3rd Tue   
4th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
5th  Thurs   
6th Fri   
7th  Sat   
8th Sun   3.00 pm Baptisms: Lauren & Leyla Bayle-Moore and 

                 Billy Philip Trevor McCullough 
9th Mon   
10th Tue   
11th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
12th  Thurs   
13th Fri   
14th Sat   
15th Sun 12.30 pm Food & Fizz – Parish Hall – Tickets £10 
16th  Mon   
17th Tue   
18th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
19th Thurs   
20th Fri   
21st Sat   
22nd Sun   
23rd Mon   7.30 pm PCC Meeting – Parish Office 
24th  Tue   2.30 pm Nigel visits Heywood Court 
25th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
26th Thurs   
27th  Fri   
28th  Sat   
29th Sun   6.30 pm Evening Service at Onchan Methodist Church 
30th Mon   
31st  Tue   
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
The team recently surveyed how/whether we are meeting the desires of 
Sunday school children via a questionnaire.    We had 12 back out of 17 
issued which was an encouraging level of response.   We asked for: 
likes; dislikes; things learned; things to repeat; general comments and 
suggestions for a different name.   
 
The responses indicated a fairly general desire for more action songs, 
craft activities, games, bubble prayers, and of course juice & biscuits!  
With regard to a new name, whilst there were those who were happy to 
stick with 'Sunday School', we did have a few suggestions for the 
'Lighthouse' which the team would like to explore further.  In 'light' (!) 
of this, we propose to hold a competition for the children to come up 
with a design logo for use on stationery, a new banner, and  
t-shirts/hoodies etc.   
 
Light will therefore be the theme for our FISS service on 11th July when 
we will hold the logo competition.  Another suggestion we will be 
following up is to re- introduce the parent-helper rota for those willing to 
be involved.  Our thanks to all those children and parents who responded 
and for all encouragement received - most appreciated. 

Amanda Kimberley 
 

 
 
MOTHERS' UNION                     
  
 
I look forward to seeing all those who have booked for the Flower 
Festival Coach Trip on Tuesday 6th July – don’t forget coach leaves at 
1pm from the Church. 
 
Please support the Duck Hunt on Sunday 25th July at the Arboretum at 
St. John’s starting at 2pm – see separate advert – children and 
grandchildren welcome.   
 
If you would like to join Mothers’ Union please let me know, telephone 
851060 or 490448. 
 

Jane Cretney, Branch Leader 
 
 



PRAYER 
 
Amanda Kimberley attended a course which the Island Spirituality 
Network hosted on ways of praying at St. Ninian’s Church.   The course 
ran from Monday 14th to Friday 18th June and was led by Father Damian 
Jackson and Sister Mary Childs.    
 
Amanda brought this back from the course and would like to share it: 
 

LET YOUR GOD LOVE YOU  
 

Be silent 
Be still 

Alone.   Empty 
before your God. 

Say nothing 
Ask nothing 

Be silent. 
Be still 

Let your God 
Look upon you. 

That is all 
He knows 

He understands 
He loves you with 
an enormous love. 
He only wants to 
Look upon you 
With his love 
Quiet.  Still be 

Let your God-love you. 
 

(Edwina Gately) 
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30th May, 2010 

Cailey Esmae Harper  
 
 
 
 

 
19th June, 2010 

Robert John Christopher Byrne & Laura Margaret Caswell 
 
 
 

��������	
 

David Lees, John Martin Woodward, 
Herbert Eric Roberts, Dorothy Rosalind Edwards 

Winifred Elizabeth Aveyard 
  
 
 

      

The offertory for May totalled £6,534.54  and was made up of £5,374.00  
pledged giving and £1,160.54 of loose plate giving.   

 

Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



The Rogation Service at Abbeylands Methodist Chapel, although a 
lovely service in a beautiful setting, was not very well attended, and 
further thought on future development is needed. 
 
This year may see the last ‘Flower Festival’ in its present form, and we 
are supporting the Methodist Church with stewarding, and holding a 
joint choir concert with them on Thursday 8th July.   We will also be 
joining them on Sunday 11th July for a ‘Songs of Praise’ at 6.30 pm and 
Malcolm Turner has chosen his favourite hymn “How Great Thou Art” 
(which was the hymn sung with the most gusto at “One in the Park”) and 
will give a short explanation why it’s his favourite.   Discussion then 
took place on possible modifications that may enable the festival to 
continue in some form or other. 
 
We will be joining the Methodists for a joint Communion Service at 
6.30 pm on Sunday 29th August.   Nigel informed us that there will be a 
Confirmation Service with Bishop Robert at 11am on Sunday 19th 
September.   We currently have one adult candidate; anyone else 
wishing to be confirmed should contact the Parish Clerk or Nigel as 
soon as possible.   We are participating in “Back to Church Sunday” 
again this year, which will be on Sunday 26th September.   The annual 
Civic Service will be held at St. Peter’s at 3 pm on Sunday 18th July.   
 
On behalf of the Wardens, Nigel reported that the path outside the 
kitchen vestry is expected to be repaired soon, hopefully next week. 
 
A vote of thanks was expressed to Ray Osborne and his team of 
collectors for their efforts during Christian Aid week.   The total was 
less than last year, but so was the target; all charities are feeling the 
pinch of the ‘Credit Crunch’.   A possible change in the organisation of 
the collection in Onchan as a whole is to be investigated for next year, 
but whatever happens more volunteers are desperately needed. 
 
Ed Gumbley gave us a brief report on the Laser and BUZZ Groups trip 
to the Venture Centre last weekend, which was enjoyed by all, and no 
broken bones!   They are looking forward to next years’ trip already. 
 
Date of next meeting 23rd August.    
 
Meeting closed at 9 pm with The Grace. 

Carole Bairstow 
 
 

BUZZ AND LASER – VENTURE CENTRE 2010 
 
So, for the third year in a row, we members of the Buzz group and the 
Laser group set off to Maughold for the weekend - and what a weekend 
it was!   We were all excited on the way there anyway, so when we did 
arrive (thanks to Ed’s minibus driving!), we were all ready for the walk 
in the countryside for a good old game of hide and seek, or the ‘wide 
game’ as they called it.   We had our leaders, Rob and Jess, as well as 
the leaders we all know and love, Lyn, Nicky, Ed and Lee; not only that, 
but we seemed to find another friend...a cat got rather attached to the 
group!   We split into teams, and the competition for the year began! 
Our team, led by Lyn and Nicky, were seeking first; it was like we were 
professionals really, hiding AND seeking. Me? I was sat on a log for 10 
minutes just waiting for someone to find me!   Anyway, the game was at 
a tie- both teams were on 7 points, so now it was all or  nothing ....... 
whoever found Rob would win.   May I say now, our team found his hat. 
We were on the ball, but we just couldn’t match the other team in the 
end, and unfortunately, we lost - THIS ROUND. 
 
As we got back to the centre, we were all already very tired: but it didn’t 
stop us staying up for the majority of the night!   A game of Twister, 
some pool, then a long night of talking, card games and midnight 
feasts...sounds good enough for us!   Plus, we all had our own dorms; 
due to the extreme lack of girls, and due to the fact that Charlotte 
decided to fly off to France for a week, Chloe and I were able to have 
our own room...electricity, running water and all!   
 
So after around 5 hours of sleep (and only 30 minutes I hear, for some of 
the boys) we were woken at 8.00- AM (!) - for breakfast, then we set off 
with Cal, our new leader, and Rob for crate stacking.   Basically, some 
of us stack the crates, some of us hold the ropes, and teams of three 
climb up the crates until they fall - and yes, it is as fun as it sounds!   
The activity involved a lot of teamwork, hugging and gripping onto your 
team mates for dear life; it was awesome!   And the winners?   The 
Rumney brothers with 12 layers of crates!   And the losers...Chloe, 
Richard and I, with around eight.   We were sabotaged, I think.   But it 
was definitely a worthwhile activity-even if I was framed as Rob pulled 
down some of the leaders crates!   But we all had jobs, we all had 
harnesses ......in fact, falling down was the best bit! 
 
Then, like last year, we split into teams for raft building at the Mooragh 
Park- although our girl numbers were lacking, I believe that our input on 
our team was what made us so efficient during the assembly of the raft.  



Of course, Cal and the boys might have helped, but that’s beside the 
point.   Our team was ready in good time, and we even beat the other 
team in the race to the island...until Rob changed the rules in the middle 
of the race!   So, at that point, our team decided to enjoy the nice 
weather.   We, in fact, chose to lose of course!   It really does kill your 
arms though... I think that’s something both teams would agree on!  
 
So, after lunch, we had a choice of activities- we could either go gorge 
walking in the river, or stay dry and do archery and rifle shooting. 
Richard, Nicky, Ed, Daniel and I went for the gorge walking, whilst the 
rest of the group went for the shooting, which I have heard was really 
fun!   As for us gorge walkers, it was a good way to wake up a bit- 
sliding headfirst into a river (in very flattering wetsuits, may I add) 
seemed like a pretty good day out, and although it was tiring, we had a 
great time tackling the waterfalls, the rocks and the water in Ballaglass 
Glen.   We all were able to climb the gorge, sometimes with a little help 
from Cal, and by the end of it, we were buzzing; especially after the 
‘Jacuzzi’.   In other words, a pool of river water, but a fun one at that! 
We also had the opportunity to be ‘at one with nature’- getting changed 
outside, in the middle of a car park, is apparently not the easiest thing to 
do, but we all managed it in the end!  
 
Overall, the weekend was well worth it- we all became even better 
friends, and more than that, we had a great time!   However, we were all 
extremely tired by the end of the day- a few little naps on the minibus 
home, and I’m sure a good night’s sleep for everyone.   Thank you to all 
the leaders, and everyone who helped- it was amazing!  

Katie Entwisle 
 

THE A-TEAM or should it be the P-Team 
 
Time on your hands.   Practical.   Not afraid to get your hands 
dirty.   Prepared to give up a couple of hours on a Saturday 
morning ONCE A MONTH?   Then you are what we are looking 
for!  
 
We are looking to put together a team of volunteers to do odd jobs and 
to help keep the church, the churchyard and the vicarage spick and span 
and save us money – you might even get to polish a Warden or two but 
no wages I’m afraid.  We should run to a cuppa and biscuit though! 
 
Fancy giving it a try – then contact Nigel (675797). 

The Wardens 

PCC MEETING REPORT FROM 21ST JUNE 
 
Chairman Peter Cory asked Nigel to open the meeting with a reading 
and prayers; Nigel read from the letter of James about the need for faith 
with deeds, as the “Covenant” signed at “One in the Park” yesterday is 
just a piece of paper, if not followed up with actions. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed, there were no 
matters arising. 
 
Jane read a letter from Onchan District Commissioners advising us that 
a Summer Fayre will be held at Onchan Park on 28th August, and 
inviting us to join in, Nigel is to investigate the feasibility of having a 
‘game’ stall, and volunteers to run it.   We have also had a letter from 
the Bishop’s office about the success of “One in the Park”, stating that 
the total number attending was 3,200, and offering a framed copy of the 
Covenant to display in the church.   The Council then discussed the 
event, with the general consensus being that whilst it was enjoyable, it 
wasn’t quite as uplifting as expected, and that, should it become an 
annual event, a better variety of worship songs was needed, and also the 
words being easier to read would help.  
 
With regards to the Interregnum, the Writ of Sequestration has now 
arrived, and the Diocesan Surveyor is to inspect the Vicarage. 
 
Heather presented her financial report, which shows us on an even keel, 
but without much to spare for any emergencies.   However, funding has 
been secured for us to share a Scripture Union worker with St. Ninians.   
He or she will start working with our young people and their leaders in 
September. 
 
Malcolm Turner was then elected as a Synod Representative, filling the 
vacancy left by Graham Platt. 
 
 The Pentecost Service was a great success, although further 
improvement in the sound system will be investigated, and raised 
£459.56 for the Scripture Union Worker.   Our young people and their 
leaders are to be congratulated on their hard work, and are looking 
forward to next year, which might be a problem as Pentecost next year is 
the last Sunday of T.T. Week! 
 


