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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 



Dear Friends, 
 
On the afternoon of June 14th over 300 people joined the Bishop to 
celebrate the 1st anniversary of his enthronement. 
 
Many of us gathered in the warm sunshine at the old Cathedral on  
St. Patrick’s Isle where, after a short service, we proceeded to walk to 
the new Cathedral of St. German’s, where the service continued. 
 
During the service the Bishop outlined his priorities which included 
mission, training and young people. 
 
In connection with Mission he Commissioned Gill Poole as his Chaplain 
and Diocesan Mission Advisor and he indicated that he was setting up 
four Mission Teams to cover the Island. 
 
Training for Clergy and Readers is already underway and will continue 
and in the near future the training of Ordinands, potential Readers and 
other Lay ministers will begin.   This will greatly benefit the church and 
equip us to move forward. 
 
Young people played a part in the Bishop’s Service: the children from 
St. Thomas’ School sang and a Youth group (called Ice Cool Sodor) 
produced a piece of drama. 
 
The Bishop is keen to engage young people in the Church.   One issue 
he has asked PCC’s to consider is the receiving of Communion before 
Confirmation.    Our PCC are already considering this as part of a wider 
plan concerning the nurturing of children and young people. 
 
Indeed we are engaging our youth in the Church.   For example, on 
Sunday 28th June, they will be leading a service which they have 
planned themselves.    It will be interesting to see how they ‘do church’ 
and let’s pray that there will be a good sized congregation to share in the 
experience. 
 
The time ahead promises to be challenging, both on a Diocesan and a 
Parish level.   We face our own challenges here at St. Peter’s.   It 
promises to be an exciting and busy time, especially for the PCC who 
will be involved in the forefront of changes and of moving things 
forward. 
 
They are your elected representatives and I am confident that they will 

DIARY for July, 2009 
1st Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
    7.30 pm Home Group – 32 Snaefell Crescent 
2nd Thurs   
3rd Fri   
4th Sat   7.30 am Island-Wide Breakfast – £12 – Hilton Hotel 

Speaker: Mr Alasdair Fyfe  
5th  Sun   
6th Mon   
7th  Tue   1.30 pm MU Flower Festival Coach Trip 
      7.00 pm Vicar & Warden’s Meeting – Parish Office 
8th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion – Church 
    7.30 pm Home Group – Dellbrae, Fairy Cottage, Laxey 
9th Thurs 10.30 am Pastoral Visitors Meeting – Vicarage 
    6.30 pm Footsteps Social Walking Group – Glen Mooar 
10th Fri   
11th Sat   4.00 pm Wedding: Richard Ashton & Margaret Liggins 
12th  Sun 11.00 am FISS – Parish Hall 
    2.00 pm Baptisms: Molly Mae Needham, Isla Grace 

Palmer & Harrison George William Lockwood   
13th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
    7.30 pm PCC Meeting – Parish Office 
14th Tue   7.30 pm CMS – Musical Evening – Braddan Church  
15th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
    7.30 pm Home Group – 32 Snaefell Crescent 
16th  Thurs   
17th Fri   
18th Sat   1.30 pm Wedding: Jonathan McDowell & Sarah Myers 
    3.30 pm Wedding: Christopher Kneale & Laura Barker 
    7.00 pm ‘A Night in Paris’ – Parish Hall – Tickets £25 
19th Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Chelsey Nicole Millie Dunn & 

                 Scarlet Erin Brophy 
    7.30 pm BUZZ – BBQ Vicarage 
20th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Teddy Bears Picnic 
21st Tue   7.30 pm Sunday School Team Meeting 
22nd Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
23rd Thurs   
24th  Fri   
25th Sat   1.30 pm Footsteps Social Walking Group –Abbeylands etc 
    2.00 pm Village Fair on Village Green 
      4.00 pm Wedding: David Paul Haddacks &  

                 Venessa Margret Berezansky 
26th Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Mackenzie Hebden & 

                 Joseph Mearns-Stafford 
27th  Mon   
28th  Tue   
29th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
30th  Thurs   
31st Fri   2.00 pm Wedding: Peter Charles Mitchell & 

                 Rebecca Moirrey Quaggin 
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take on their responsibilities with enthusiasm and a desire to see God at 
work among us and to be partakers in that work. 
 
So let’s pray that God will open our eyes to the work of his Spirit and 
that we will move with the Spirit, remembering the words of William 
Carey (the cobbler who became a missionary) - 
 
‘Attempt great things for God.   Expect great things from God.’ 

 
Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name, 
 

�����	��������������	��������������	��������������	�������������� ���
����

Vicar 
  

 
BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY – 27TH SEPTEMBER 

 
You may remember that we took part in this project last year and we are 
planning to do so again this year.   Every member of the congregation is 
going to be encouraged to invite a friend to church on that day; not just 
invite but accompany the friend to church, sit with them, and introduce 
them to others.   Then perhaps offer a further invite for coffee, or back to 
church, or another church event. 
 
Back to Church Sunday began in Manchester in 2004 when 160 
churches took part, 800 extra people attended on the day and about 15% 
became regular churchgoers. 
 
This year 4,000 churches have signed up to take part including several 
on the Island.   The two key elements that will lead to a successful 
campaign are the personal invitation and the welcome people receive.   
It is a very simple formula and which everyone, including children and 
teenagers, can play their part. 
 
Let’s begin by praying for God to direct us to a friend whom we can 
invite ad accompany to the service.   Indeed, it is not just one Sunday we 
should be doing this, but it should be ongoing, part of the DNA of a 
Church’s Mission. 
 
Let’s aim to double the congregation on 27th September. 

Vicar 
 



 MOTHERS' UNION                     
  
The Mothers’ Union are once again taking a coach to visit some of the 
churches taking part in this year’s Flower Festival.   We shall be 
travelling south this year and having tea at the Abbey Church, Ballasalla 
on Tuesday 7th July.   Cost £13 including tea.   Coach will leave 
St. Peter’s Church at 1.30 pm back at 6 pm.    Members wishing to go on 
this outing please give your name to Jane (675797 or 851060). 

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader 
 
 

VISIT OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK  The Most Revd. and 
Rt. Hon. Dr John Sentamu, will be paying a flying visit to the Island 
for Tynwald Day and during the visit he will have a meeting with Clergy 
and Readers before his departure on Tuesday. 
 
PCC – 28th MAY REPORT.   FIRST SINCE AGM  

 

The meeting, which followed a short service of Holy Communion, saw 
Jane Cretney, Heather Reynolds and Peter Cory re-elected as PCC 
Secretary, Treasurer and Vice Chairman. 
 

Elaine Litherland was elected to the new post of Stewardship Officer 
whilst Graham Platt was elected to fill the remaining vacancy on Synod. 
 

The meeting which heard from Joan Callister thanking everyone for the 
bouquet of flowers at the AGM on her standing down from the Council 
after 21 years, of our finances and of the Bishop’s plans to celebrate the 
first anniversary of his enthronement then learnt of – 
·  Synod measures concerning the election of representatives, 

accounting procedures, fees and the reduction in stipendiary clergy. 
·  The disappointing numbers attending the Easter Praise Party, the 

Wholeness & Healing Service and of the absence of many children 
and their parents at the last Family Service. 

·  The success of the Baptism on the Beach, Easter (although the 
question of whether we need services every night in Holy Week was 
raised), Rogation, the Confirmation Service, the youth get together 
at St. Ninian’s, the Keeills week, the Civic Service and plans for 
mission and a repeat of last year’s ‘Back to Church Sunday’ (Sunday 
27th September). 

 
Challenges and inspiration all in one meeting! 

 
 

DIARY for August, 2009 
1st Sat 10.00 am Ladies Fellowship Coffee Morning – Parish Hall 
    3.00 pm Wedding: Luke Derek Smith Pressley & 

                 Siobhan Mary Dignam 
2nd Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Lily Amelia Jane Aitken and twins 

Elizabeth Rose Ann & Thomas Issac John Melia 
3rd Mon   
4th Tue   
5th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
6th Thurs   
7th  Fri   
8th Sat   
9th Sun   2.00 pm Baptism: Jacob Edward Kennedy 
10th Mon   7.30 pm Mothers Union Founders Day Service –  

St. Catherine’s Church, Port Erin. 
11th Tue   6.30 pm Footsteps Social Walking Group -Conrhenny 
12th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
13th Thurs   
14th Fri   
15th Sat   2.00 pm Sunday School Teacher Training – Parish Office 
16th  Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Alexander Ethan Walter Hampson, 

twins Caitlyn Gail & Chloe Paige Hampson & 
Erin Sophie Bell 

17th Mon   7.00 pm Wedding Preparation (1) – Parish Office 
18th Tue   7.30 pm Home Group Leaders - Vicarage 
19th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
20th Thurs   
21st Fri   
22nd Sat   2.00 pm Sunday School Teacher Training – Parish Office 
23rd Sun   2.00 pm Baptism: Oliver Christopher Shaw 
24th  Mon   7.30 pm Wedding Preparation (2) – Parish Office 
25th Tue   
26th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
27th  Thurs   
28th  Fri   
29th Sat   1.30 pm Footsteps Social Walking Group – Rushen Abbey 
30th  Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Leia Ellie Campbell,  

Vincent Craig Wood &  
Connor, Callum, Lewis & Madison Dawson 

31st Mon   

 
LADIES FELLOWSHIP  
 

Instead of a Garden Party this year we are going to hold a Coffee 
Morning in the Parish Hall on the 1st August, more details about this 
later.  
 

The 2009/10 programme will commence on the 7th October. 
Hazel Johnson 
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 ........follow in the footsteps of many others as����we walk the highways 
and byways of our beautiful Island home.����

 
Enjoy the company, the sun on your back (hopefully only a few drops of 
rain!), the wind in your hair, the breathtaking scenery, the occasional 
slurp of wine, a meal, a picnic – the key words are social and enjoy! 
 
Several walks behind us now.   The NEXT WALK  – THURSDAY  
9TH JULY – the evening out west.   Glen Mooar, Spooyt Vane and Glen 
Wyllin.   Possibly a slurp and something to eat.   SO PLEASE DO 
BOOK IN ADVANCE.  
Assemble at St. Peter’s Church car park at 6.30 pm.   Don’t be put 
off if you don’t have transport – book in with Nigel (496109), Elaine 
(416669) or Peter (496395).   Hopefully there’ll be spare car seats.   If 
you have a car and a spare seat or two please let Nigel, Elaine or Peter 
know – Thank you. 
 
And then......... SATURDAY 25TH JULY – Abbeylands and Baldwin in 
the afternoon.      Meet at St. Peter’s Church car park at 1.30 pm.   Book 
in with Nigel, Elaine or Peter. 
 
In August – TUESDAY 11th AUGUST – Conrhenny,Shonest and 
Axnfell (about 3 miles).   Meet at St. Peter’s Church car park at 6.30 pm. 
SATURDAY 29th AUGUST – Rushen Abbey, Silverdale and Grenaby 
(about 6 miles).  Leaving the Church car park at 1.30 pm.   Why not a 
slurp and something to eat at both.  Please book in – Thank you.  
AND IN SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER – More walks - WATCH 
THIS SPACE.   A ghost walk has been suggested.   Sounds great !!! 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER  – if in doubt check with Nigel, Elaine or Peter.   
 
REMEMBER THE KEY WORDS .... 
‘SOCIAL AND ENJOY’  – Why not bring a friend or two!  



Oh La La!   
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‘Une Nuit Paris’ 
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(Doors open 7 pm for 7.30 pm) 

at 
ONCHAN PARISH HALL 

Royal Avenue    
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(Vegetarian option available on booking) 
/�(������/�(������/�(������/�(������ ����

����
,��0�		����1������������,��0�		����1������������,��0�		����1������������,��0�		����1������������ ����

You never know who may turn up .............. come and see! 
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A FEW TICKETS LEFT WHY NOT JOIN US! 
����

Proceeds in aid of Onchan Parish Hall  
Tickets available from  

Jane at the Parish Office, Church Road, Onchan, IM3 1BF 
(cheques payable to Onchan Parish Hall) or telephone 675797 
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31st May, 2009  
  Drew Paul Hill 

Jamie Ethan Campbell Gibson 
  

��������	
  

Barbara Mary Sanders, Derek John Lindon, 
Caroline Louise Sayle, Hilda Jane McBlain, 

William (Bill) James Ferris, Jane (Jean) Holt, 
Roger Macara (Mac) Edwards 

 

      

The offertory for May totalled £5,630.53 and was made up of £4,112.00 
pledged giving and £1,518.53of loose plate giving.   

 

Thank you. 
 

 
present a  

Musical Evening with  
Kirk Braddan Church Choir 

and  
PHILIP SUMMERSCALES 

on Tuesday 14th July at 7.30 pm 
at Braddan Church 

Admission: Free 
Retiring offertory for CMS 

 


