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Wednesday 1030 JLlly / AuguSt 2008

Holy Days (as announced)

Morning Prayer: CW 2™ Sunday 11.00 am
Family Service: 4" Sunday of each month 11.00 am
Evening Prayer: BCP 1%, 2™, 3" & 5" Sundays 6.30 pm
Midweek Service with  Every two months (Sept, Now, Jan,
Ministry of Healing: Mareh, May & July) date as

advertised on noticeboard 7.30 pm
Sunday Praise: As advertised 4.00pm

(in the Parish Hall, Royal Avenue)
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals — By arrangement.

Vicar:
The Revd Canon Malcolm Convery
The Vicarage
Church Road
Onchan IM3 1BF
Telephone No: 675797

Licensed Readers:
Nigel Cretney ? ;
Telephone Nos: 851060/496109 (mobile) S t. Peter's Paris ﬁ CﬁurCﬁ’
Carole Bairstow 4
Telephone No: 628629 K‘”/’Q OnCﬁan
Parish Clerk: Mrs Jane Cretney To be central to the life of Onchan,
Parish Office Providing a Christian Witness,
Office Hours

, Worship and Welcome to all.
Mon - Fri 9.30 am. to 12.30 p.m.

Telephone No. 675797
e-mail: enquiries@stpeterschurch.org.im

website:  http://www.stpeterschurch.org.im
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Violence towards Christians is not a new phenomenon.  Jesus told his
followers to expect persecution and persecution has been part and parcel
of the Christian Church since then.

I raise this fact because it is so easy for us to forget the suffering of our
brothers and sisters in Christ. We don’t live in fear of our lives or have
to worship in secret.  We may lose friends because of our faith or at the
very most be ridiculed but we are not likely to be imprisoned, beaten or
killed.

We may be threatened for giving out Christian tracts in a Muslim area
which happened in England a week or two ago.

It is important that we remember those suffering because of their faith
and to offer practical support where possible

The Barnabas Fund is one such organisation that supports persecuted
Christians and information is available at the back of church on this
organisation.

Only last month | was touched by the story of a Pastor in Laos, a largely
Buddhist country, who, on being asked to sign a piece of paper saying
that he would not be a Christian because Christians are not good and not
right for the Lao people, refused to sign.

He was imprisoned and beaten up for sharing his faith with eight
prisoners in his cell, five of whom became Christians. The beating he
received about the head has permanently affected his memory.

On his release he returned to the task of sharing the gospel and caring
for his flock of 500 members in 18 house churches.

Times of persecution are frequently marked by Church growth.

Many centuries ago Tertullian said: ‘the blood of the martyrs is the seed
of the Church” and how true this is.

“foryour 7\ |
vaI%RY... AN
DIARY for July ¥
1 Tue 7.30 pm Key Group 1 — 78 Summerhill Road
7.30 pm Key Group 2 — 8 Birch Hill Crescent
2" Wed | 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church

7.30 pm | Vicar & Wardens Meeting — Parish Office

8.00 pm Peter Bear Club — Ladies Night Out

3 Thurs
4" Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
2.00 pm | Wedding: Paul Surgeon & Debra Walmsley
5" Sat 4.00 pm | Wedding: Philip Smart & Lyndsey Riley
6" Sun Start of Flower Festival Week
1.30 pm Baptism: Samuel William Norman Cowin
7" Mon TYNWALD DAY
8" Tue 1.00 pm Flower Festival Coach Trip
o™ Wed | 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
6.30 pm | Choir Practice - Church
10" Thurs 7.30 pm Flower Festival Concert - Church
11" Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
12" Sat
13" Sun 11.00 am FISS — Parish Hall
14" Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
15" Tue 7.30 pm PCC meeting — Parish Office
16" Wed | 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
17" Thurs 7.30 pm | Wholeness & Healing Service - Church
18™ Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
7.30 pm | BUZZ
19" Sat 2.00 pm Ladies Fellowship Garden Party — Vicarage
3.30 pm | Wedding: Christopher Banks & Wendy Maxwell
20" Sun 2.00 pm Baptisms: Keanan Cubbon & Charlie John Kelly
4.00 pm | Sunday Praise — Parish Hall
21° Mon 11.00 am Peter Bear Club Teddy Bears Picnic — Vicarage
7.00 pm | Wedding Preparation (1) — Parish Office
22™ Tue
231 Wed | 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
24" Thurs
25" Fri
26" Sat
27" Sun 3.00 pm | Civic Service - Church
28" Mon 7.30 pm | Wedding Preparation (2) — Parish Office
29" Tue
30" Wed | 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
317" Thurs 7.00 pm | Pastoral Visitors - Vicarage

PARISH OFFICE

CLOSED FROM TUESDAY 22"° JuLY
Urgent enquiries to the Vicarage
REOPENS FRIDAY 15T AUGUST
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