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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 



Dear Friends, 
 
As my ministry at St. Peter’s draws to a close I am thinking on what I 
have to say to you before my departure. 
 
Looking back Valerie and I thank you for 5¾ happy years which we 
hope have been fruitful.  
 
It has been a joy to serve you and I thank the Lord for calling me into 
your midst. 
 
When I take my leave of you it will not be like riding off into the sunset 
but experiencing a new dawn.   Precisely what, I am not sure at this 
stage, except to say it will not be full time ministry. 
 
There are certain things I would encourage you to do: 
Continue to be faithful in your worship and in your giving of money, 
time and talents in God’s service. 
Get in the habit of inviting friends to Church and church  activities and 
always be ready to welcome those that come. 
Continue to look at what you offer as a Church in terms of services, 
nurture and Christian discipleship. 
Are people coming to faith and growing in their faith.  If not, why not? 
Do we impact on the community beyond the Church? 
What can be done with the building to increase its usefulness? 
 
No doubt these issues will appear on future PCC agenda’s. 
 
In the case of the use of the building representatives from the PCC, 
Wardens, and the Readers will be attending a meeting at the Mount 
Murray Hotel at the end of February and a report has to be produced for 
the Mission Committee by the end of April. 
 
In the meantime many of the issues thrown up by the Everybody 
Welcome Course will be considered and hopefully acted upon. 
 
The crucial question to ask is: how can you be more effective in your 
mission, indeed what is your mission? 
 
A good mission statement is ‘To know Christ and make him known’ or 
the present diocesan statement which is ‘Together making Christ 
Visible’. 
 

DIARY for February, 2010 
1st Mon   1.30 pm Mothers’ Union Committee Meeting- Parish Office 
2nd Tue   2.00 pm Mothers’ Union – Parish Hall 
    7.30 pm Memorial service for the late Bishop Noel Jones 

Peel Cathedral 
3rd Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion  
   Sunday School Team Meeting 
    7.30 pm Life worth Living 
    8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship – Parish Hall 
4th Thurs   
5th  Fri   
6th Sat   7.30 am Mens Breakfast – Hilton Hotel 

Speaker: Howard Parkin 
7th  Sun   
8th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
9th Tue   2.30 pm Service at Heywood Court 
    7.30 pm HomeGroupThree – 42 Groudle Road 
10th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
      7.30 pm Wardens Meeting – Parish Office 
    7.30 pm Life worth Living – 2 The Fairway 
11th Thurs   
12th  Fri   
13th Sat   
14th Sun   
15th Mon   7.30 pm Parish Hall Comm Meeting–78 Summerhill Rd 
16th  Tue   2.00 pm Mothers’ Union – Parish Hall 
17th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
  12 noon Lent Lunch (1) – Parish Hall 
    8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship – Parish Hall 
18th Thurs   7.30 pm PCC Meeting – Parish Office 
19th Fri   
20th Sat 11.00 am Footsteps Social Walking Group 
21st Sun   
22nd Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
23rd Tue   7.30 pm Lent Meeting (1) – Church 
24th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
  12 noon Lent Lunch (2) – Parish Hall 
25th Thurs   7.45 pm Evening Mothers’ Union 
26th Fri   
27th  Sat   
28th  Sun   
 

It is important that during the Interregnum we continue to care for and 
keep in touch with the sick. 
 
If you know or hear of anyone who is ill please let Jane Cretney know 
675797.    She will arrange for people to be visited and/or for names to 
be placed on the prayer list. 
 
Thank you. 
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MEN'S BREAKFAST 
SATURDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 
SPEAKER:  Howard Parkin  
“Heritage of the Heavens” 
BREAKFAST AT 7.30 am  

to finish by 9 am 
AT THE  

HILTON HOTEL 
Price: £11 – pay on the day 

Please bring correct money – thank you 
                                         

Book in with Jane, Parish Office 675797 

When the new Vicar comes you may wish to renew St. Peter’s Mission 
Statement which is:  
 

To be central to the life of Onchan, 
providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
We have journeyed quite far together and although it is a parting of the 
ways we will continue each on a new path. 
 
It is a fresh challenge for Valerie and I and a fresh challenge for you. 
 
Pray for your leaders as they manage the interregnum. 
 
Pray for those with the responsibility in discerning who God is calling to 
serve at St. Peter’s. 
 
My prayer for you is taken from the Prayer for the Church militant here 
on earth in the Book of Common Prayer Service of Holy Communion: 
‘To all thy people give thy heavenly grace, that with meek heart and due 
reverence they may hear, and receive your Holy Word; truly serving 
thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.’ 
 
May God richly bless you as you seek to be faithful to him. 

 
Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name, 
 

�	����!���������	����!���������	����!���������	����!��������� ���
����
Vicar  
  
 
 
CHILDRENS’ SOCIETY AND LEPROSY MISSION BOXES  
 
The boxes are due to be collected and opened.   Could you please bring 
them to me either at the Mothers’ Union or Ladies Fellowship meetings 
or leave the boxes at the back of church.     
 
I would be very grateful – Thank you. 

Hazel Johnson 
 
 



MOTHERS' UNION                     
  
Unfortunately our 5th January meeting had to be cancelled because of the 
snow and ice.   However we did have a lovely meeting on 19th January 
when Valerie reminisced about her time with us at St. Peter’s.   During 
our meeting Valerie announced her successor as Branch Leader – yours 
truly ‘Jane’.    Jean Davidson and Shiela Cowley, on behalf of us all, 
presented Valerie with a beautiful Waterford Crystal Cross together with 
a card.    Valerie then cut a ‘thank you’ cake which we all enjoyed with a 
glass of sherry.    It was lovely that a few of the evening members were 
also able to join us on that occasion.       The evening group are taking 
Valerie out for a ‘thank you’ meal to the Welbeck on 11th February. 
 
On Sunday 24th January during the 11am service the Vicar 
Commissioned me as Enrolling Member for St. Peter’s Mothers’ Union. 
I hope I can live up to this responsibility and look forward to working 
with you all in the coming months.   Please let me know if you hear that 
any of our members are ill so that I can keep in touch with them – thank 
you. 
 
On 2nd February Mrs Marion Watterson is going to tempt us with some 
Easter Treats and Ms Paula Gelling is coming on 16th February to tell us 
about Victim Support. 
 
Women’s World Day of Prayer Service this year is being held in Onchan 
Methodist Church at 2pm on Friday 5th March – please do your best to 
attend. 
 
The all island Mothers’ Union Festival/Lady Day Service is on Thursday 
25th March in Peel Cathedral at 7.30 pm – again please try to attend – if 
you need transport please let me know and I will see what I can arrange. 
 

Jane Cretney, Branch Leader 
  
ONCHAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
 
On Wednesday, 10th February at 7.30 pm, the society will be holding the 
Annual General Meeting for the first few minutes.   After that, there is a 
treat in store for all who attend.    Howard Parkin will be speaking on 
‘Heritage of the Heavens’ with some wonderful scenes and information 
about heavenly bodies.   All are welcome to attend, it will be held as 
usual in Onchan Parish Hall, Royal Avenue. 

Margaret Corlett 
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20th December, 2009  
 Noah John Campbell 
27th December, 2009 

Henry Edward Hilton Leigh 
16th January, 2010 

Emily Claire Kirk & Zoe Susanne Kirk 
17th January, 2010 
Lena Amalie Coole, 

Edward Douglas Coole & Benjamin David Coole 
24th January, 2010 

Cameron Mark Williams 
 

��������	
 

Ewan Callow, John Robert Callow, 
Edward Livesey, Elsie Holden, Harold Cardy, 

Norah Vernon, Harold Thomas Morley, 
Desmond Clarke-Bell  

 

      

The offertory for December totalled £6,556.42 and was made up of 
£4,396.00 pledged giving and £2,160.42 of loose plate giving.   

 

Thank you. 
 

 

Mrs Freda Black will bring  
a Fairtrade stall to Church 

on the 3rd Sunday each month 
at 11am and 6.30 pm services 

 

Please support the stall – thank you 
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 ........follow in the footsteps of many others as����we walk the highways 
and byways of our beautiful Island home.����
 
THE FEBRUARY WALK - SATURDAY 20 th.     Assemble at St. 
Peter’s Church car park at 11 am.     We’re heading to Ballaugh and 
Kirk Michael.    Stopping off for lunch either at the Mitre or the Raven. 
 
Don’t be put off if you don’t have transport – book in with Nigel 
(496109), Elaine (416669) or Peter (496395).   Hopefully there’ll be 
spare car seats.   If you have a car and a spare seat or two please let 
Nigel, Elaine or Peter know – Thank you. 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER  – if in doubt check with Nigel, Elaine or Peter.   
 
THE MARCH WALK - SATURDAY 20 th.   Watch this space!!!     
 
REMEMBER THE KEY WORDS .... 
‘SOCIAL AND ENJOY’  – Why not bring a friend or two! 
 
REPORT ON PCC MEETING  -Tuesday 19th January 2010 
 
The Vicar opened his final PCC meeting with a reading from 1 Timothy 
Chapter 6 and prayers. 
 
The Vicar reported that the plans for Communion before Confirmation 
were progressing well with 3 planned sessions of training with the 
children and parents. Hopefully the first children will receive 
communion at the Family Communion at 11am on 31st January.  
 
He also was pleased to report that the Ecumenical Advent course was 
well attended with 70+ people each week, and that the Douglas Deanery 
service to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at Elim  
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LENT 2010 
 

Following the success of previous year’s meetings we are continuing 
with having a guest speaker each week. 
 

The theme given to each speaker is: ‘CHRIST WITHIN ....’  
 
The ecumenical meetings, which will take place each Tuesday evening 
at 7.30 pm in St. Peter’s Parish Church, are as follows: 
 
23rd Feb Wilma Prentice – Within the Workplace 
2nd March John McKenzie – Within Families 
9th March Bruce Kirkham – Within the Fire Service 
16th March  Sheila Scott – Within the Church 
23rd March  Rev Linda Brady – Within Hospice 
 
Be encouraged to invite a friend. 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

 
 
 
 



CONGRATULATIONS to The Vicar on being presented with the 
Onchan Community Cross Award (Crosh Pobble Chonnaghyn) at a 
Civic Reception in the District Commissioner's Boardroom on Tuesday 
26th January.    The Cross is awarded every two years to someone who 
over a number of years has contributed to the quality of life in Onchan.    
How very true in Malcolm’s case – when he arrived in Onchan he 
wanted not only to connect with the people of St. Peter’s but with the 
whole community – which he has succeeded in doing with Kenyon’s 
Drop in Centre, Endowments Committee, Community Minibus, starting 
Peter Bear Club, to mention only a few. 
 
Well done Malcolm.   We are all so proud of you. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
ASHING AND ANOINTING SERVICE 

at 
7.30 pm 

in 
St. Peter’s Parish Church 

 

ALL WELCOME 
 
LADIES FELLOWSHIP  
 

Our first meeting of the New Year had to be cancelled because of the 
bad weather, however our speaker for that night has agreed to come and 
talk to us on the 21st April which in the programme was shown as t.b.a. 
 
A very informative and humorous talk was given by Mr H. Ramagge on 
the work of the Isle of Man Diabetic Society at a well attended meeting 
held on the 20th January. 
 
Mrs B. Gotrel will be doing a flower arranging demonstration at our 
next meeting on 3rd February and our own member Elizabeth Adams 
will be speaking on her pilgrimage to the Holy Island on 17th February.  
 

Hazel Johnson  

 
 
 

Pentecostal Church was also well attended by all denominations.  The 2 
sessions of the Everybody Welcome course have been fairly well 
attended with a wide range of suggestions which may be implemented 
following the 2 further sessions taking place soon. 
 
The Fair Trade stall run by Freda Black was in church for the first time 
on Sunday 17th and proved very popular.  This will be in place on the 3rd 
Sunday monthly at 11am and 6.30pm. 
 
The Treasurer produced the Budget for 2010 which after some 
discussion was approved.  The PCC a/c’s for 2009 were circulated and 
again after some discussion were approved and will now be audited 
before the AGM. 
 
A meeting is to be held on 26th February for parishes to discuss the 
Bishop’s recommendations re the use of Church buildings including 
shared use with other denominations.  We will be represented by Carole, 
Nigel, 2 Wardens and 2 PCC reps.  Following the presentation they will 
consult with the PCC and produce a report to the Bishop by 30th April. 
 
The revised Child Protection Policy had been circulated to PCC 
members prior to the meeting and, following discussion, various 
modifications were suggested and the Policy is to be amended and 
approved at a future meeting. 
 
The Warden’s report was brief. Nigel reported that all the arrangements 
for services in the Church during the Interregnum are hand. He also 
reported a burst water main outside the kitchen vestry which also led to 
a disruption to the electricity supply to the churchyard. Repairs are in 
hand. 
 
The Vicar gave his final report to the PCC in which he reviewed some of 
the things we have achieved together during his time with us in Onchan. 
His final words were of encouragement. We have a lot going on and we 
need to press on, prayerfully, with all of the initiatives and plans that we 
have already started. 
 
The meeting closed with the Grace and a rousing three cheers for the 
Vicar. 

Elaine Cory 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Calling all women and men  
to the  

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service  
on  

Friday 5th March, 2010 
at Onchan Methodist Church at 2 pm.     

Speaker: Clare Faulds 
 Vicar General 

  
This year’s service has been prepared by the 

women of  
Cameroon    

The theme is:  
‘Let Everything that has Breath Praise God’ 

 
PLEASE COME ALONG 
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A date for your diary.     

  

  
 
 

Following the success of the Italian, American and 
French Evenings why not come and join us for -  

 

‘A NIGHT IN VIENNA’ 
  

Saturday 17th April    
in Onchan Parish Hall 

 

TICKETS ON SALE SOON 
 

 
 
 



Malcolm (&Valerie)  
 

We are sorry to see you go ....................... 
 

So sorry that you're leaving  
This place won't be the same 

We'll never forget you err...um...err 
Sorry...what's your name? 

But seriously Malcolm we'll miss you 
That's so very true 

Adieu, Goodbye, Auf Wiedersehen 
All the very best...to you 

 

So sorry that you're leaving 
You'll be missed ever so much 

Good luck in the future 
And please stay in touch 

 

Au Revoir, Adios, Arrive Dercii, Auf Wiedersehen 
Cherio, goodbye, ta-ra wack 

If you really, really must leave 
Please return, reappear, resurface, come back 

 
 

May the road rise up to meet you 
May the wind be always at your back 

May the sun shine warm upon your face 
May the rain fall soft upon your field 

And until we meet again 
May God hold you in the palm of his hand 

 
Malcolm, you have done so much for so 

many people. 
Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals. 
Sunday School, Lazer & Buzz, 

Peter Bear Club, Home Groups,  
and many many more. 

 
Working closely with the 

Churchwardens, and PCC.   You have 
even been happy to ‘dress up’ for the 
fund raising events at the Parish Hall. 

 
We all thank you and wish you well. 

 
 


