Services at St Peter’s

Holy Communion: BCP Each Sunday 9.00 am Monthly ReVieW

CW 1%, 3% & 5" 11.00 am

BCP 4" Sunday 6.30 pm
Wednesday 10.30 am Febru ary 200 8

Holy Days (as announced)

Morning Prayer: CW 2™ Sunday 11.00 am
Family Service: 4" Sunday of each month 11.00 am
Evening Prayer: BCP 1%, 2% 3" & 5" Sundays ~ 6.30 pm
Midweek Service with  Every two months (Sept, Now, Jan,
Ministry of Healing: Mareh, May & July) date as

advertised on noticeboard 7.30 pm
Sunday Praise: As advertised 4.00pm

(in the Parish Hall, Royal Avenue)
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals — By arrangement.

Vicar:
The Revd Canon Malcolm Convery
The Vicarage
Church Road
Onchan IM3 1BF
Telephone No: 675797

Licensed Readers:
Nigel Cretney ? ;
Telephone Nos: 851060/496109 (mobile) S t. Peter's Paris ﬁ CﬁurCﬁ
Carole Bairstow 4
Telephone No: 628629 Kl/}/lé OnCﬁ’an
Parish Clerk: Mrs Jane Cretney To be central to the life of Onchan,
Parish Office Providing a Christian Witness,
Office Hours

, Worship and Welcome to all.
Mon - Fri 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

Telephone No. 675797
e-mail: enquiries@stpeterschurch.org.im

website:  http://www.stpeterschurch.org.im




Dear Friends,

Did you know that the gloomiest day of the year is the third Monday in
January? 1 didn’t until I opened my daily paper on that day.

The dark and gloomy weather; Christmas debt; a feeling of minatory
after the Christmas cheer has faded, broken New Year’s resolutions; low
levels of motivation; and a desperate feeling that we need to take action
to improve our drab existence all contribute to so called Blue Monday.

Reading the news doesn’t help, especially the case involving the youths
who beat up and killed Gary Newlove outside his home in Warrington.
His widow read out a heartrending statement on television. Among the
things she said was: ‘Until this society stops thinking about number 1,
we should all try and pull together to stop these youth gangs going on
rampages’.

There is a hint of resignation here — will society ever stop thinking about
number 1?

Much of what we read and see is about self-fulfilment above all else.
The world proclaims that the keys to self-fulfilment are accumulation of
wealth and power, attainment of status and admiration, lavish
consumption of food and drink, and sexual gratification without
distinguishing between lust and love.

These addictions create expectations that cannot but fail to satisfy our
deepest needs.

Henri Nouwen, a spiritual writer, compares this state to the prodigal son
in a distant country, far from home, having squandered his wealth and
realising the foolishness of his actions.

We are all familiar with the story. He decides to return home and casts
himself on his father’s mercy: “Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you; 1 am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like
your hired hands”.

His father received him with open arms and holds a celebratory banquet.
When we put ourselves first we become like the prodigal son and
distance ourselves from home — we leave our father’s house and his
presence and go our own way. Sadly, it can happen to any of us.
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DIARY for February %)~
1 Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
2" Sat
3 Sun 2.00 pm Baptism: Joshua Thomas Joseph Kaighin
4" Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
5" Tue 2.00 pm | Mothers’ Union - Church
6" Wed | 10.30 am | Holy Communion
12 noon Lent Lunch — Parish Hall
7.30 pm Key Group — 76 King Edward Road
8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship — Parish Hall
7" Thurs 7.45 pm Mothers’ Union — Parish Hall
Visit from Marion Pope, Mary Sumner House
g" Fri 1.30pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
7.30 pm | Onchan Live at Home Regal Singers Concert
Onchan Methodist Hall Tickets £5 (623373)
oM Sat 10.30 am | Nobles Park Mixed Bowling Club
Coffee Morning — Parish Hall Admission £1
7.30 pm | TLM-Stainer’s Crucifixion, Peel Cathedral
10" Sun 4.00 pm | Sunday Praise — Parish Hall
11" Mon 8.00 pm Prayer Group — 4 Seaview Road
12" Tue 7.30 pm | Sunday School Team Meeting
7.30 pm Lent Meeting (1) — St. Anthony’s Church Hall
13" Wed | 10.30 am | Holy Communion
12 noon Lent Lunch — Parish Hall
7.00 pm | Alpha Meal — Archibald Knox
7.30 pm Key Group — Dellbrae, Fairy Cottage, Laxey
14" Thurs
15" Fri
16™ Sat 10.30 am Mothers’ Union Coffee Morning
Ramsey Town Hall — Admission £1
17" Sun 2.00 pm Baptism: Summer Leigh Ashton
6.30 pm Evening Prayer: Mr Derek Hartley, Leprosy Mission
18" Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
19" Tue 2.00 pm | Mothers’ Union — Church
2.30 pm | Vicar at Heywood Court
7.30 pm Lent Meeting (2) — St. Anthony’s Church Hall
20" Wed | 10.30am | Holy Communion
12 noon Lent Lunch — Parish Hall
7.30 pm | Alpha Course — Archibald Knox
7.30 pm Key Group — 76 King Edward Road
8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship — Parish Hall
21" Thurs
22M Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
23" Sat
24" Sun
25" Mon 8.00 pm Prayer Group — 4 Seaview Road
26" Tue 7.30 pm Lent Meeting (3) — St. Anthony’s Church Hall
27" Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion
12 noon Lent Lunch — Parish Hall
7.30 pm | Alpha Course — Archibald Knox
28™ Thurs 7.45 pm Evening Mothers’ Union — Parish Office
29" Fri 7.30 pm | Teenage Group — Parish Office
7.30 pm IOMAS Bridal Gown Evening — St. Andrew’s Church
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SUNDAY  PRAISEKE
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in the Parish Hall

AL I WEICONVE

Lent is a good time to reflect upon where we are.

Are we far from home?
Could we draw closer to God?

Perhaps Lent is a good time to be reconciled to God — a time for
abstinence and repentance.

A time to prepare for the great celebration of Easter.

Ina sense it is a time to die to rise again to new life.

Henri Nouwen writes: “Yes, Lord, | have to die — with you; through you
and in you — and thus become ready to recognise you when you appear
to me in your resurrection.  There is so much in me that needs to die:
false attachments, greed and anger, impatience and stinginess.

O Lord, | am self-centred, concerned about myself. | see clearly now
how little I have died with you, really gone your way and been faithful

to you.

O Lord, make this Lenten season different from other ones. Let me
find you again.  Amen.’

May we say Amen to this.
Amen.

Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name,

Malcolm Convery

Vicar







