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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 
 
 



Dear Friends, 
 
Some of the statistics concerning teenage drinking, drug taking and 
pregnancies give cause for concern, and the fact that, when various indices 
of well-being were applied to young people in Britain we came 21st out of 
the 21 developed nations surveyed, is deeply disturbing. 
 
But I don't want to dwell on the negative but the positive. 
 
Last week I attended a presentation on the impact of drink on the lives of 
young people.    The research for this project and the presentation was 
done entirely by the young people themselves whose ages varied from  
14 – 23. 
 
They had produced two locally made films (one by the students at 
Ballakermeen and the other the I.O.M. College) and Peel Youth Club 
presented the results of a survey.    At the end of the presentation the 
students were involved in a question and answer session.     
 
It was a most encouraging evening and I feel confident that these young 
people will get the message across to their own peer group. 
 
What a difference it can make giving young people responsibility.    
Recently I read of a church in Cornwell where young people underwent a 
training course for young leaders and at the completion of the course were 
awarded a Bishop's Certificate and were commissioned by the Bishop to 
work with young people in the church. 
 
The minister said: "Give them responsibility and they stay". 
 
Young people are not just 'pew fodder' and neither are they there so we 
can boast to other churches how well we are doing.    They are not the 
church of tomorrow waiting in the wings for us to vacate the stage.    They 
should be part and parcel of the church today and encouraged to develop 
and use their gifts. 
 
At the moment we are trying to develop a teenage group at St. Peter's.    
So far we have had three meetings.    It is only a small group but hopefully 
it will grow and not only cater for the needs of the young people but 
enable them to contribute to the life of the church. 
 
At present we are at the stage of listening to the ideas the group are 
coming forward with and encouraging them to develop these ideas. 

DIARY for August 
1st Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
    7.30 pm Key Group – 76 King Edward Road 
2nd Thurs   
3rd Fri   
4th Sat   2.00 pm Wedding-Stefhano Bianchi & Rebecca Cliffe 
    3.00 pm Wedding-Paul Kemp & Claire Ward (KWC) 
5th  Sun   2.00 pm Baptisms: Hannah Grace Nuttall, 

                 Ruby Layla Oakes and 
                 Thomas James McNee 

6th Mon 11.30 am Teddy Bear's Picnic – Vicarage Gazeboes 
7th  Tue   3.00 pm Heywood Ct Service/Tea–Vicarage Gazebo 
    7.30 pm Mothers' Union Wave of Prayer/Founders Day 

Service at Kirk Michael (Coach 6.20 pm Comm) 
8th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
9th Thurs   
10th Fri   
11th Sat   3.00 pm Wedding-Gary Alexander Smith & Marion Green 
12th  Sun   2.00 pm Baptism: Kirree Pamela Corkish 
13th Mon   
14th Tue   
15th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
16th  Thurs   
17th Fri   
18th Sat   
19th Sun   2.00 pm Baptism: Kailum Anthony Carr & 

               Christina Carol Craig 
20th Mon   7.30 pm Wedding Prep – Parish Office 
21st Tue   
22nd Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
23rd Thurs   
24th  Fri   
25th Sat   4.00 pm Wedding Blessing: Wayne & Sarah Lisy 
26th Sun   2.00 pm Baptism: Luke Benjamin Ackers 
27th  Mon   
28th Tue   
29th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion 
30th  Thurs  Sunday School Team Meeting 
31st  Fri   7.30 pm Teenage Group - Vicarage 
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Your prayers would be very much appreciated. 
 
Pray for all those involved working with our young people from the tots to 
the teenagers. 
 
It's challenging but rewarding work. 
 
We don't just want the young people to have knowledge of the Christian 
faith but also the experience of living the Christian life and serving the 
Lord in his church and the world. 
 
Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LADIES FELLOWSHIP 
 
Don't forget the Garden Party to be held on the 4th August at Ballaclague 
House, Old Lonan Road – you can visit the beautiful nature area of 
Ballannette at the same time.   For this event parking is available near the 
house. 
 
If you have any donations of cakes, raffle prizes, bric-a-brac, etc. these 
could be left at 24 Ballachrink Drive anytime before 12 noon on the  
4th August. 
 
Hope for a fine day PLEASE. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES: 
 
The weekly blue news sheet lists many of the activities that take place but 
there are others not recorded on the sheet. 
 
For example the Sunday School Team of Leaders enjoyed a night out at 
Coasters and this was followed by an afternoon of Spiritual nourishment 
at St. John's Mill. 
 
The leaders, mums, grans and minders from the Peter Bear Club also 
enjoyed a meal at Coasters. 
 
The Community Minibus was put to good use in bringing a group of 
Heywood Court residents to the Summer Serenade Concert and to the 
Confirmation Service.    It is hoped to provide this facility once a month. 
 
In August at least six teenagers from St. Peter's will be attending the 
Firestar ter Christian Camp at Glenlough Farm, Glen Vine.    There are 
five days of exciting and challenging activities planned. 
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15th July, 2007    

  Jack Charles Needham 
William Robert Cowin 

 22nd July, 2007 
 Mia June Walmsley 

    

 
6th July, 2007  

 Paul Neil Mackie & Rebecca Cookson 
14th July, 2007  

 Michael Sutton & Christina Diane Hughes 
21st July, 2007  

Conrad Roberts & Tracy Dawn Parkin 
Lee Alexander McLellan & Laura Jane Middleton 

 

� � � � � � � � 	
  Arthur Frederick Davies, Elsie Christory, 

Charles Alfred Lockett, Arthur Cowin, 
Norman Brown, Cynthia Doreen Taylor, Norman Green 

 

    
 

The offertory for June totalled £5,453.41and was made up of £4,049.88  
pledged giving and £1,403.53 of loose plate giving. 

  
Thank you. 
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SUMMER SERENADE – In aid of the Parish Hall Fund 
 
A very big thank you to Wendy McDowell for organising the Summer 
Serenade Concert in Church in aid of the Parish Hall Fund – a real feast of 
music and song! 
 
The Church Choir were simply fantastic – what talent and what beautiful 
soloists.    The 'nightingales' certainly sang that night.    The audience 
enjoyed a real treat for not only did we have the Church Choir but we also 
had the rising stars of stage and song – Matthew McBrier, Sian Callow, 
and Joe Wild.     Such beautiful yet powerful voices and still so young – 
simply magnificent!    Not forgetting the ever youthful Jim Caine on the 
ivory keys, and Laura Cretney on the flute – real talent!    And of course 
the Church Organist – Gordon Astill. 
 
Not forgetting all the ladies who again provided a wonderful selection of 
food to accompany the wine and Elsa Bridson who provided such 
beautiful cards – all hand made in aid the Hall – which together with the 
sale of Choir CD's and Recipe Books helped the concert raise nearly £400 
for the Hall Fund. 
 
Finally a big thank you to everyone who helped on the night and of course 
to everyone who bought tickets for the concert – your continuing support 
for the Hall Fund never ceases to amaze.   Thank you. 
 
THE FUNNY SIDE OF LIFE! 
 

�  A very dirty little fellow came in from playing outside and asked 
his mother, "Who am I?"   Ready to play the game, she said, "I 
don't know!    Who are you?"    "Wow!" cried the child.    "Mrs 
Jones was right!   She said I was so dirty, even my own mummy 
wouldn't recognize me!" 

 
�  A police recruit was asked during an exam, "What would you do 

if you had to arrest your mother?"    His reply was.   "Call for 
backup." 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
THE MAYONNAISE JAR AND THE MEANING OF LIFE 

 
A professor stood before his philosophy class with some items in front of 
him on the desk.    He wordlessly picked up a large, empty mayonnaise jar 
and filled it with golf balls.    He asked the students if the jar was full.    
They said it was.    He then picked up some pebbles and poured them into 
the jar.    The pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf balls.    
He again asked if the jar was full.    They agreed it was.     Next, he picked 
up a box of sand, and poured it into the jar.    The sand filled up 
everything else.    He then asked again if the jar was full.    The students 
replied with a unanimous "Yes"! 
 
He then produced two glasses of wine, poured them into the jar, 
effectively filling the empty space between the sand.    The students 
laughed. 
 
"Now" he said, as the laughter subsided.    "I want you to recognise that 
this jar represents your life.    The golf balls are the important things – 
your family, your health and your friends – things that if everything was 
lost and only they remained, your life would still be full.    The pebbles are 
the other things that matter – your job or your car.    The sand is 
everything else – the small stuff. 
 
If you put sand into the jar first, there is no room for the pebbles or the 
golf balls.    The same goes for your life.    If you spend all your time and 
energy on the small stuff, you will never have time for the things that are 
important.    Pay attention to the things that are crucial for your happiness.    
Play with your children, try to stay healthy.    Take your partner dancing.    
There will always be time to work, clean the house and give a dinner 
party.    Take care of the golf balls first they are the things that really 
matter.    The rest is just sand. 
 
One of the students raised her hand and asked what the wine represented.    
The professor smiled and said "It goes to show that no matter how full 
your life is there's always room for a glass of wine". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEENAGE GROUP 
 
Recently, the teenagers of the Parish have begun a new youth group for 
13-18 year olds.    Our first meeting was in May, when we had a barbeque 
in the Vicarage garden.     Last Friday night we held our second meeting 
in Alberta Drive.     I would like to say thank you to Malcolm and Valerie 
for all their help, and to Isobel Kelly, for welcoming us into her home.     
Please come and bring friends if you are interested we are hoping to have 
doubled our numbers by Christmas, and our next meeting will be on the 
last Friday of August (31st) from 7.30 pm – 9 pm at the Vicarage. 
 

Laura Cretney 
 
 
 
MOTHERS' UNION                    
 
Please remember - Tuesday 7th August, Wave of Prayer/Founders Day 
Service at Kirk Michael.     Coach leaves the Commissioners office at  
6.20 pm cost £3.      Please give Jane (675797) your name if you are 
going.      
 
This will be a chance for you to meet our new Provincial President  
Mrs Lynne Tembey who is coming across to join us for this service. 
 

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader 
 
 
 

SINCERE THANKS  from Onchan Methodist Church to all those people 
from St. Peter's Church who very kindly assisted with the stewarding of 
the Flower Festival – 'your assistance was very much appreciated'. 
 

Howard Pilley, Onchan Methodist Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


