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To be central to the life of Onchan,  
Providing a Christian Witness, 
Worship and Welcome to all. 

 
 



Dear Friends, 
 
The journey from Palm Sunday to Easter Day is one of peaks and 
troughs, reflecting a huge range of human emotions. 
 
The entry into Jerusalem prompts a triumphal welcome from an elated 
crowd.   At the Last Supper, the Passover week of celebrations was 
slipping away, a select group of close friends gather to find that their 
leader says he is their servant, speaks of bread and wine as his broken 
body and spilled blood and then takes them out to witness his arrest.   
Most apparently vanish and we are left to witness the terrible despair of 
the closest, who denies all knowledge of Jesus, and perhaps the most 
dubious, who has betrayed him. 
 
On Good Friday the worst is revealed to us: bullying, gratuitous 
violence, mockery and a ruler who absolves himself of any 
responsibility.   Then, more cruelty, despair, desolation, death and 
abandonment. 
 
Only at this point is there a glimmer of light: a soldier realises what he 
has seen and a secret disciple provides a decent, if hasty burial.   Now 
there is silence, that awful waiting that accompanies death; the huddling 
together of bodies, unsure what to do next, the longing to wake up out of 
a nightmare. 
 
With the dawn comes more light and an action; a devotion, at least, to 
the body.   Then shock, disbelief, puzzlement, ecstatic action and finally 
overwhelming joy. 
 
All these fall within the range of human emotions which each of us may 
at some time experience.   If we are spared the most cruel emotions, we 
may find it difficult to identify with and support those who do confront 
them.   For those who are faced with extreme events, the story of 
Christ’s suffering provides an opportunity to know that they are not 
alone.   Another has been there before. 
 
The resurrection, with its themes of fear and joy, marks a new 
beginning.   For those who encountered the risen Jesus at the tomb, a 
new phase of life began in a very dramatic way.    Everything turned 
upside down.   Literally, it was the first day of the rest of their lives. 
 
Yet we can all identify with this.   After the birth of a child, a marriage, 
a death people have to face the first day of the rest of their life.  These 

DIARY for April, 2010 
1st Thurs   7.30 pm Maundy Thursday Service - Church 
2nd Fri 11.00 am Good Friday Morning Prayer - Church 
    2.00 pm Hour by the Cross - Church 
3rd Sat   9.00 am Decorate Church for Easter 
    1.00 pm Wedding: Mathew Wadsworth and Amanda Barlow 
4th Sun   9.00 am Easter Breakfast – Parish Hall – Tickets £5 
    1.00 pm Baptisms: Sean Robert Crossley & 

                 Abigail May Cullington 
    3.00 pm Baptism on the Beach – Peel 
    5.30 pm Baptism: Travis Joonas Bradshaw 
5th  Mon   
6th Tue   7.30 pm Wardens Meeting – Parish Office 
7th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
      8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship – Beetle Drive – All Welcome 
8th Thurs   
9th Fri   
10th Sat 10.30 am Ladies Fellowship Coffee Morning – Parish Hall 
11th Sun   
12th  Mon   
13th Tue   2.00 pm Mothers’ Union – Parish Hall 
14th Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
    2.00 pm Mothers’ Union Douglas Deanery Afternoon Tea 

with Rosemary Kempsell, World Wide President 
in Onchan Parish Hall – Tickets £3 

15th Thurs   7.30 pm PCC Meeting – Parish Office 
16th  Fri   
17th Sat   7.30 am Men’s Breakfast – Hilton Hotel 
    7.30 pm Night in Vienna – Parish Hall – Tickets £25 
18th Sun   7.30 pm BUZZ 
19th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
20th Tue   2.30 pm Nigel visits Heywood Court 
21st Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
    7.30 pm HomeGroupFour – 76 King Edward Road 
    8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship – Parish Hall 
22nd Thurs   7.30 pm Vestry Meeting and Annual General Meeting 
23rd Fri   
24th  Sat   
25th Sun   
26th Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club – Parish Hall 
27th  Tue   2.00 pm Mothers’ Union   
28th  Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church 
    7.30 pm HomeGroupFour – 1 Birch Hill Avenue 
29th Thurs   7.45 pm Evening Mothers’ Union – Jane’s Union Mills 
30th Fri   
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It is important that during the Interregnum we continue to 
care for and keep in touch with the sick. 
 
If you know or hear of anyone who is ill please let Jane 
Cretney know 675797.    She will arrange for people to be 
visited and/or for names to be placed on the prayer list. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

occasions are marked by elation or fear or both together. 
 
For those at the tomb it was both together, fear and yet great joy.   The 
resurrection may seem remote and revolutionary, but we can identify 
with this sort of revolution and when we face similar revolutions in our 
lives, referring back to the resurrection may help us on our way.  No one 
could have imagined what the future would be.   We only know that 
with the benefit of history. 
 
If this was revolution, how do we respond?   Revolution tends to be 
something to be feared.   But is it always justifiable to fear revolution?   
Perhaps there are things which do need such radical change.   Maybe we 
need to be brave enough to identify where we need to begin again and 
establish some first days of the rest of life: this could be the case for us 
as individuals, as families or as church.   It will involve fear but it may 
also bring great joy. 
 
Does the church sometimes try to make Christianity too complicated, or 
too hard for people, because instead of emphasising God’s love, we 
emphasise the sin and guilt?   Do we sometimes forget to rejoice in our 
faith?   Are we willing to give assurance and support when people are 
fearful? 
 
Remember this Easter that when the stone was rolled away from the 
tomb it was not to let Jesus out, but to let us in.   Is the church a place 
where people can easily ‘come in’ or does it make it hard for the 
‘outsider’ to enter? 
 
May Easter be joyful and a transformation.   The story goes on.   It is 
about us.   We are part of the revolution. 
 
Easter Blessings to you all. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
 

&�0������
���&�0������
���&�0������
���&�0������
���� ���
����
Licensed Reader 
  
 
 
 
 



THANK YOU  
 
Malcolm, Richard and Jeremy wish to thank everybody for their sincere 
support following the sad loss of Christine, a much loved wife and 
devoted mother.   The support expressed in many different ways was so 
much appreciated.   She will always be remembered by all who knew 
and loved her. 
 
Thanks also to Nigel for a comforting service, the church choir and 
Wendy and the members of the Mothers’ Union.  
 

Malcolm, Richard & Jeremy Turner 
 

BELATED THANKS  
 
On behalf of the family and myself can I say a very heartfelt thank you 
for all the love, prayers and support received from my church family at 
St Peter’s following Ewan’s death just before Christmas. 
 
I had great intentions of saying thank you in January, February and 
March magazines and somehow managed to miss the deadline each 
time.   I do apologise for taking so long, (though I have been somewhat 
distracted with all the problems of Lou’s pregnancy!) but assure you the 
thanks are none the less sincere, I couldn’t have managed without you. 
 
A special thank you to Gordon and the choir for voluntarily leading the 
wonderful singing at the funeral and to all who gave donations to Robert 
Owen House, we raised an amazing £2,086.27 which was a wonderful 
tribute to a lovely man. 
 
Thank you so much, Happy Easter, God Bless you all. 

Love Mariel x 
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1st April 
in  

St. Peter’s Parish Church 
at 

7.30 pm��������
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7th March, 2010  

 George Joseph Price 
 
 

��������	
 

Freda Duxbury, Christine Gill Turner, 
Joan May Jones, Lilia Alderson Pritchard, 

Charles Allan Caine, Annette Sandra Kelly, 
Joyce Lilian Rudge, Eric Stuttard, 

Michael Benedict Dolan.  
  
 

      

The offertory for February totalled £4,849.46 and was made up of 
£3,458.00 pledged giving and £1,391.46 of loose plate giving.   

 

Thank you. 
 

 
 

Mrs Freda Black will bring  
a Fairtrade stall to Church 

on the 3rd Sunday each month 
at 11am and 6.30 pm services 

 

February takings amounted to £116.46 
 

Please continue to support the stall – thank you 
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 ........follow in the footsteps of many others as����we walk the highways 
and byways of our beautiful Island home.����
 
THE APRIL WALK – SATURDAY 24 th.      
Assemble at St. Peter’s Church car park at 11 am.       
Not South, not West, not East but down North.    
Bride, Ballaghennie and the Ayres.    
A gentle stroll with time to picnic 
 
Don’t be put off if you don’t have transport – book in with Nigel 
(496109), Elaine (416669) or Peter (496395).   Hopefully there’ll be 
spare car seats.   If you have a car and a spare seat or two please let 
Nigel, Elaine or Peter know – Thank you.   
 

DON’T FORGET YOUR PICNIC!  
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER  – if in doubt check with Nigel, Elaine or Peter.   
 
THE MAY WALKS – An evening and Saturday afternoon walks   
Watch this space!!!     
 
REMEMBER THE KEY WORDS .... 
‘SOCIAL AND ENJOY’  – Why not bring a friend or two! 
 

�
 
 
 
 
 
 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP  
 
We had two very good meetings in March.    Mr Les Garrett (together 
with his son who operated the projector) showed and talked about Life 
on the Calf of Man.   His family were the last people to farm there. 
 
Mr Carl Kinvig spoke about Fire Safety in the Home giving us lots of 
points to remember. 
 
In April we are holding a Beetle Drive on the 7th (this is open to all).   
A Coffee Morning on the 10th (please buy a ticket and come) and on the 
21st our postponed meeting on the work of the Children’s Centre to be 
given by Marcy Dean. 

Hazel Johnson  
 

����

����

����
in 

Onchan Parish Hall 
at 

9.00 am 
on 

Easter Sunday  
��������

Tickets £5 (Children under 11  £2) 
 

Available from Jane (675797) 
 

 



MOTHERS' UNION                     
  
What a wonderful afternoon we enjoyed when Rev Ian Davies joined us 
on 2nd March – he told us his life story and ‘How he ended up like this’.   
It was humorous and also very interesting.    When Marilyn Cannell 
came on the 16th March she brought along her friend Karen Elliot they 
entertained us with poems and songs of Spring – what another brilliant 
afternoon we had with our friends from St. Anthony’s, Onchan 
Methodist and Heywood Court.   We all enjoyed an afternoon tea 
prepared and provided by the committee – my sincere thanks to them. 
 
My sincere thanks to all those who made soup and baked cakes for the 
Cafe at the Anne Frank Exhibition.   Also for giving up your time to 
‘man’ the cafe on 11th March – thank you for your help. 
 
Members of both groups travelled to Peel to attend the Mothers’ Union 
Festival Service on Thursday 25th in the Cathedral.    My thanks to 
Mildred Cooper and Joan Entwisle who carried the Diocesan and 
Onchan Branch Banners.   My thanks also to the members who acted as 
sides-persons giving out service sheets and arranging the retiring 
collection. 
 
We next meet in church on Tuesday 30th March at 2 pm for our Holy 
Week Communion Service when the Rev. Ken Ross will preside.   All 
members are encouraged to attend both this service and the Maundy 
Thursday Service at 7.30 pm on 1st April.     
 
On Tuesday 13th April Mr George Davison and friends are joining us 
which promises to be an entertaining afternoon.    We plan to have an 
outing on the 27th April – more details later. 
 
An extra evening group meeting has been arranged for Thursday 29th 
April at 7.45 pm at Union Mills for a Quiz Night. 
 
Could I please take this opportunity to thank all those who provided 
daffodils for the Mothering Sunday posies and my thanks to those who 
came along to help make up the posies – many thanks. 
  
If you would like to join Mothers’ Union please let me know or just 
come along and join us – looking forward to seeing you. 
 

Jane Cretney, Branch Leader 
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ST. PETER'S PARISH CHURCH 
ANNUAL VESTRY & 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 
in the 

PARISH HALL  
on 

THURSDAY 22nd APRIL 
at 

7.30 pm 
followed by a FAITH SUPPER 

(everyone is invited to bring a supper plate for 1 person)	 
 

Show your support for the work of St. Peter's  
by turning up on this important occasion. 

 
Katherine Davis, Phil Litherland, and Ruth Phillips are the three 
elected lay members to retire by rotation from the Church Council this 
year.    Members serve a three year term.     
 

The retiring members are eligible to stand for re-election.    In 
addition, there is also another vacancy on the Council for a three year 
term. 
 

The present Churchwardens are Heather, Peter, Nigel and Malcolm. 
 
It is important that people elected to the Council play an active role in 
meetings and in the life of St. Peter’s. 
 
Nomination forms will be available in Church. 
 

 
 ANY MORE WILLING HELPERS!  – If you are willing to help with 
 bellringing or are interested in being a sidesperson at any of the 
 services (9am, 11am or 6.30 pm) please let Jane know – 675797.   
 Thank you. 
 
 
 
 



 THE BUZZ GROUP get together once a month.   The February 
 meeting was a games night held at Kenyon’s Cafe.   The play station 
 game was very popular definitely brought out the competitiveness 
 within the group.   I have to say the girls being the stronger!   On Sunday 
 21st March in Kenyon’s we watched the video of the Youth Service – 
 this time the boys weren’t so shy!    Our next meeting is on 18th April at 
 Kenyon’s where the topic will be the Pentecost Service, to which Buzz, 
 Lazer and Sunday School are getting together to arrange the service. 
 
 We are looking forward to our future meetings there is a treasure hunt, 
 BBQ on Laxey beach, a get together with the young people from 
 Braddan Church and the highlight is of course the annual trip to the 
 Venture Centre where the leaders make total fools of themselves. 
 
 We will welcome any newcomers to the group, please feel free to ask 
 about the group in church or any of the leaders who will be very pleased 
 to introduce you to the rest of the BUZZ Group. 
 

Buzz Leaders – Nicky, Ed, Lyn and Paul 
  
SUMT – Scripture Union Ministries Trust  
 
Have registered with TESCO’s latest voucher scheme.   If you shop at 
Tesco and you are not collecting the vouchers for another organisation 
please bring your vouchers to church where we will have a jar in which 
to collect the vouchers.   The Sunday school do work closely with 
SUMT.   Many thanks. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FOR SALE  

 
4 Bar Stools – AS NEW - covered in brown leather. 

 
Bargain £10 each. 

 
Please contact Isobel Kelly on 672636 to view. 

 
Proceeds to St. Peter’s Parish Church 

 
 
LENT LUNCHES  
 

Thank you very much for supporting our Lenten Lunches this year. 
 

A very big thank you to all those who have helped in any way (setting 
up the hall, making soup and desserts, kitchen staff, washing up, 'front of 
house', clearing up, etc.).      

 
 

The money raised (£1,366.20) will be given to the following: 
 

The Manx Diabetic Group 
The Royal National Lifeboat Institution (IoM) 

Special Care Baby Unit (Nobles Hospital) 
The Parish Hall 

Onchan Community Minibus 
Mothers’ Union 
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In aid of Kenyon’s Cafe 

 
Tickets £2 from Heather Reynolds or the Parish Office 

 



 
Following the success of the Italian, American and 
French Evenings why not come and join us for -  

 

‘A NIGHT IN VIENNA’ 
  

Saturday 17th April    
(Doors open 7 pm for 7.30 pm) 

in 
ONCHAN PARISH HALL 

Royal Avenue    
 

��
�������
�������
�������
����� ������������ ����
����
����
����
����
 ���� ���
����
����
����
� ����

����
��������
���	�������������
���	�������������
���	�������������
���	����� ����

(Vegetarian option available on booking) 
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Proceeds in aid of Onchan Parish Hall  
Tickets available from  

Jane at the Parish Office, Church Road, Onchan, IM3 1BF 
(cheques payable to Onchan Parish Hall) or telephone 675797 

 

 

MENU 
 

Thunder & Lightning Polka Cocktail  
(or non alcoholic fruit cup) 

& House Wines 
 

Starters 
 

Tyrolean Smoked Ham, Cheese & Salad 
or 

Melon 
Served with Vienna Bread 

 

Main Course 
 

choice of 

Austrian Goulash with Dumplings, 
Chicken Schnitzel   

or Vegetarian Quiche 
served with  

Austrian Potatoes with bacon, 
Hot Red Cabbage and Carrots 

  

Desserts 
 

Apple Strudel 
Sacher Torte 

 

Followed by 
 

Coffee 
&  Mozart’s Chocolate Balls 


