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To be central to the life of Onchan,
Providing a Christian Witness,
Worship and Welcome to all.




Dear Friends,

‘I want to walk with Jesus Christ all the dayswdliof this life on earth’.
So go the words of a hymn.

On Easter Day we may read of one of the most drugikks in history —
the road to Emmaus.

Two disciples, one called Cleopas and the otheann@u are heading

out of Jerusalem having witnessed the events ¢fitsaEaster. They
are downcast and puzzled but by sunset their egespened and their
lives changed. Why? Because they walked vesiug. They didn’t

recognise him initially but eventually their eyesldhearts were opened.

Jesus invites us to walk with him. Walking togethan draw us close
to each other — think back to your courting dayslany couples |
prepare for marriage list walking together as ointe ways they build
up their friendship. | am sure many friendshipsfarmed and
developed through the popular ‘Walk and Talk’.

Jesus is looking for intimacy not a cold, distaiationship. When we
come to him in faith and walk with him we engageim experience th
relationship Jesus enjoys with his Father — he ldvirelus and we dwell
in him and we become one with the Father and time So

This is what it means to walk with Jesus. On tbat to Emmaus the
two companions had their eyes opened through tiygwes by Jesus
so that they could see the significance of theifikien and the
resurrection.

It all fell into place after Jesus broke the bratathe supper table.
From that point on they wanted to spend their livatking with Jesus
and they couldn’t contain themselves — they hadish back 7 miles to
Jerusalem, as darkness descended, to tell ottg&ush was the impact
of that walk with Jesus.

The trouble with modern life is that we don’t seenhave time to walk
we are always running. We don’t even make timefmversation.

As a child there was no television so people waiildround and talk.
remember many evenings when my grandparents wasitcand the
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family would sit round the fire and talk. We hi@ie for each other.

DIARY for April, 2009

“foryour &~ |
OJY f\k

DIARTY...

E—Y 06

1% Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
12 noon Lent Lunch — Parish Hall
7.30 pm | Ladies Fellowship — Parish Hall
2 Thurs
3 Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
4m Sat
50 Sun 11.00 am | FISS — Parish Hall
2.00 pm | Baptisms: Isabella Grace Edwards &
Deane Corlett-Aspell
7.30 pm BUZZ - Kenyons
6" Mon 7.30 pm | A Celtic Service for Holy Week - Church
7" Tue 2.00 pm | Mothers’ Union Holy Communion - Church
7.30 pm | An Easter Labyrinth - Church
8" Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
7.30 pm | Service of Night Prayer (Compline) - Church
gn" Thurs 6.30 pm | Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Service &
Stripping of the Altar — Church
7.30 pm | Passover Supper — Parish Hall — Tickets £2
10" Fri 11.00 am | Morning Prayer — Church
2.00 pm | Hour by the Cross - Church
11" Sat 9.00 am | Decorate Church for Easter
12" Sun 6.15am | Sunrise Service — Douglas Head
9.00 am Easter Breakfast — Parish Hall — Tickets £5
3.30 pm | Baptism on the Beach — Peel Beach
13" Mon
14" Tue 7.30 pm | Vicar & Wardens Meeting — Parish Office
15" Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion — Church
1.30 pm | Baptism: Preston David Anderson
16" Thurs
7m Fri
18" Sat 1.00 pm | Wedding: Simon John Wood & Nicola Cubbon
3.00 pm | Wedding: Adam Smith & Sharon Devereau
19" Sun 4.00 pm | Easter Praise Party — Parish Hall
20" Mon | 10.15am | Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
21% Tue 7.30 pm | Annual Vestry & Annual General Meetings —
Parish Hall followed by Faith Supper
22M Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
2.30 pm | Mothers’ Union Festival Service - Cathedral
23 Thurs 7.30 pm | Wholeness & Healing Service - Church
24" Fri 1.30 pm | Mums & Tots — Parish Hall
25" Sat
26" Sun 2.00 pm | Baptisms: Lex James Johnston,
Darcey Florence Astall and
Alyssia Evie Callister
27" Mon
28" Tue 6.45 pm | Pastoral Visitors - Vicarage
29" Wed 10.30 am | Holy Communion - Church
30" Thurs
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ANOTHER 'A PEAL !' FOR BELL RINGERS!

\ Is there anyone (male or female) who would be

willing to ring the church bell for our 9 am or
1lam services. A rota system is in operation,
the more volunteers - the less often you will be
required

We also require someone to ring the bell for
Weddings.

CAN YOU HELP!

please call Jane on 675797 — thank you.

Today we have many labour saving devices and wé {ess hours yet
we seem to have less time for each other. Asudtneslationships can
suffer.

Bill Hybels (an American Church Leader), in his k6doo busy not to
Pray’ writes: Companionship is wonderful.

Even more wonderful is realising who your closestpanion is: God
Almighty, the creator and sustainer of the univeaie to empower you
to face anything that comes your way.

Let's be encouraged to walk more closely with JesuEaster
approaches and let's encourage others to walkwgith

Hopefully the Easter services through Holy Week&ster Day will
help usto do so. Don't leave it to Easter Dagetinvolved before
then. You will not regret it.

Yours sincerely in Jesus' Name,

Vicar

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

Following an intense campaign during January armtuzey, the total to
date of pledged giving amounts to £71,000 p.ahis Tepresents a 20%
increase on previous pledged giving, which is vemrgouraging in the
current economic climate. Although a number of fasifelt that they
could no longer support St Peter’s with pledgedngjythey have
indicated that they will continue to donate whagytltan on the loose
plate. We also have a significant number of newilfaswho have
joined Stewardship for the first time, which is wencouraging.

The Vicar and the Campaign committee would likéhenk everyone
who was involved with the campaign for their tirmelafforts, but more
importantly, to thank everyone who continues toagensly contribute
to the future of St Peter’s in whatever way thegl fble.

Campaign Director: Elaine Litherland



MOTHERS' UNION @

Little things mean a lot was the subject Mrs Ela@eistian used for
her talk to our afternoon group. This was shtmties around objects
Elaine had collected or had been given over a numibgears.

We joined together with other ladies from differehtirches to celebrate
Women’'s World Day of Prayer at St. Anthony’s.

St. Patrick’s Day was enjoyed by all, the entertent from Wendy
McDowell and guests, the tea which followed anddbeorations in the
hall left you in no doubt as to what or who's dag were celebrating.
Evening Mothers’ Union held an evening of Poems@edserts. After
hearing news from Mothers’ Union Council the ladistened to poems
and short stories and then tucked into dessertgghtdy everyone.

A Silent Auction was held on the ®®arch by Douglas Deanery at
Braddan but as yet | have no total of the monesedi

Valerie Convery, Branch Leader

BAPTISM ON THE BEACH

Although we do not have any candidates for thisieites well worth
supporting.

It begins with an act of worship at 3.30 pm buttcarto the event is the
Baptism conducted by the Bishop and leaders frdrardChristian
Churches. Itis an ecumenical event.

It is an opportunity to proclaim and witness to jospel. Do be
encouraged to attend. In the meantime prayh@iotcasion.

Vicar

_—

N BAPTISMS
©)

8" March, 2009
Beatrice Paige Duggan, Freyja Rose Moore Kelly
& Zachary Robert Phillips
15" March, 2009
Sheri-Lynne Burtnick & Colin Menzies Paterson
22" March, 2009
Chloe Isabelle Peate

I

Annie Skelly, Edward Ardern, Lawrence John Coppell,
Violet Georgina Ballard, John Robert O’Donnell,
Mary Ada Borgo, Shawn Peter Walter Loader,

Leslie George Hewitt, William Nelson Taylor, Clara &ask.

—~————

OFFERTORY ‘\

The offertory for February totalled £6,826.00 arekwnade up of
£5,841.88 pledged giving and £984.12 of loose matag.

Thank you.

EASTER OFFERTORY

The Wardens and PCC wish to remind everyone tleaE&ster
Offertory makes up part of the Vicar’s stipendhe Isle of Man is the
only diocese in the Church of England which retdims ancient custom
and it is an opportunity for all of us to express thanks, in a tangible
way, to the Vicar for his work in the Parish andliis pastoral care.

As we operate a Stewardship giving scheme at $t'Bghowever, only
the loose plate collection and gifts made in n@wstrdship envelopes
will be included. Anyone wishing to do so may tdheir gift to one of
the Wardens. Thank You.
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EASTER
BREAKFAST

\\\\ __,/S\G at
\\@ A\ 9.00 am

on
Easter Sunday

Tickets £5 (Children £2)

Available from Jane (675797)

A date for your diary SOrty a change of date!
Oh La La!

,l

mn
Following the success of the Italian and American
Evenings why not come and join us for -

‘A NIGHT IN PARIS’

‘Une Nuit Paris’

Saturday 18" April July

in Onchan Parish Hall
TICKETS ON SALE SOON

!
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AN ALL AGE

EASTER PRAISE PARTY
Sunday 19 ™ April, 2009
4 pm t0 5.30 pm
in the Parish Hall

A new way of doing Church

The Best Mathematical Equation ever seen:

1 Cross + 3 Nails = 4 Given
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ST. PETER'S PARISH CHURCH
ANNUAL VESTRY &
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS

in the

PARISH HALL
on
TUESDAY 21 APRIL

at
7.30 pm
followed by aFAITH SUPPER

(everyone is invited to bring a supper plate for Jerson)

Show your support for the work of St. Peter's
by turning up on this important occasion.

Joan Callister, Hazel Johnson, and Elaine Litherlahare the three
elected lay members to retire by rotation from t@&burch Council this
year. Members serve a three year term.

Joan, after 21 years on the Council 9 of which sberved as the
Council’'s Secretary, has decided not to seek reseéter. Joan you
will be missed. The remaining retiring membersakel and Elaine
are eligible to stand for re-election. In addit, there are also two
other vacancies on the Council, one for a two yéamm and another
for a three year term.

Of the Churchwardens Peter, Nigel and Malcolm intero stand
again, but Trevor after 8 years as a Warden hasided to stand
down. Like Joan he will be missed.

Heather, the Church Treasurer, is to be proposedaa®/arden. The
first female Warden at Onchan? If elected Heatheill combine the
dual roles of Treasurer and Warden as did her predssor as
Treasurer.

This year seems to be all about elections, as idiadn to the elected
lay members of the Church Council we have five vacees to fill on
the Diocesan Synod, each for a three year termhe Tetiring
members are eligible to stand for re-election.




PCC MEETING 12" MARCH REPORT

The Vicar opened the meeting with prayers and iptsce reading.

The Vicar advised the PCC that the Bishop has agiegdhes to explore
the idea of offering Holy Communion to people wtawvé been baptised
but not yet confirmed. It was agreed to discussithimore detail in
coming PCC sessions.

The Stewardship campaign is now complete and vitlost all of the
pledges received, it was reported that the totalarhpledged was
expected to reach £70,000 which represents a 20fédse on the
amount pledged in the previous campaign. Thankiyaveryone
involved with the campaign and to everyone whodwagributed
financially.

The Treasurer distributed the final year end actourpproved by the
Council, these will be presented to the AGM in Apri

The Vicar then explained his plans for servicelaty Week. There
will be evening services on Monday, Tuesday and Méeday, each
with a different theme. On Maundy Thursday at 6r8Qpere will be a
short service of Holy Communion and stripping o #itar, followed by
a Jewish Passover supper in the Hall. There wid beall charge for
this of £2.  On Good Friday there will be MorniRtayer at 11am and
an Hour by the Cross at 2pm.  On Easter Sundag thill be the
Sunrise service on Douglas Head at 6.15am, Holyr@amion at 9am,
the Easter Breakfast in the Hall from 9am and Hotynmunion
services at 11am and 6.30pm. There is also thaddagervice on Peel
beach at 3.30pm.

The Vicar asked the PCC to consider items for tutliscussion:
whether to change the 6.30pm service in the Wimianths to an earlier
time, to consider singing the Psalms to modern higmas rather than
the traditional psalmody which many people fourféidilt to follow,
and to consider introducing some new hymns intcstheices. He
reported that the Fizz and Praise Party servicee werking well as
also was Alpha but we need to explore how we cakerfehurch” more
attractive to people in the 30 — 50 age range. alat need to explore
how we can work more closely with our neighbourrches. We have
joined up for the Lent courses and we have sonme gairvices but there
may be other ways we can come together and share.

Nigel reported that roof repairs above the ladiesircvestry are to
commence and that estimates are being obtainex$ts of repointing

the exterior masonry. He also reported that thedsly structural
inspection was due.

The next meeting is the AGM on Tuesday 21 ApriardQallister
announced that she would not be standing for reieteto the PCC
after 21 years of service. A vote of thanksJoan was minuted. There
will be 5 vacancies for PCC membership with 2 éxistnembers
seeking re-election.

Elaine Litherland

Scripture Union All Island Children’s Event

On Saturday Z1March several of our Sunday School Team spent st mo
enjoyable afternoon at St Ninian’s Church helping at the Scripture
Union All Island Children’s Event “Heroes”. The et was open to
primary school age children from all over the Island 13 children from
St Peter’'s came along on the day and enjoyed amafin of fun, games
and worship. It was a very well organised eveith wver 140 children
attending from churches across the Island. A fdbhasd work had gone
into organising the event so it was fantastic ®@isso well supported.A
BIG THANK YOU must go to Amanda Kimberley, Lynda Kinrade and
Nicola Turner who co-ordinated St Peter’s contiitruto the Event and to
Jane Rumney and Jane Milligan for their help irgiesg and making the
“shoes and feet” for St Peter’s station as welDaborah Haddock, Anne-
Marie Rivers and Lucy Scott for joining Amanda, dgnand Nicola to
help out on the day. We were all shattered aetiteof the afternoon but
are looking forward to the next one!!

Deborah Haddock, Sunday School

o April

in
Onchan Parish Hall
at
7.30 pm
Tickets: Adults £2 Children £1

Tickets available from Jane (675797)




LADIES FELLOWSHIP

We all had a turn of spinning at our first Marchetieg after having
seen how the professionals did it i.e. Moira Kelhd Val Galpin. At
the second meeting we were also made to worls attiazing how
active you can be even while sitting down. Cleaircises can be very
tiring.

The only meeting in April is the Heart Start demeoaison on what to do
if someone is unfortunate to suffer a heart attagkis meeting is open
to everybody — April - 7.30 pm.

The Leprosy Mission and Children’s Society homedsolave been
collected, emptied and the monies banked - £3718the Leprosy
Mission and £191.10 for the Children’s Society -afik you to
everybody.

If anyone would like to support either of theserdies please let me
know and | will arrange for you to get a box.

If you wonder what to do with any used stamps avidtlay post cards
you receive, please keep these as they can bedpasse the Leprosy
Mission for further use.

Hazel Johnson

RETIRING BUT NOT RETIRED!

Joan may be standing down from the Parochial Ch@mimcil but she
will continue as Secretary to the Parish Hall Mamagnt Committee —
who else could have the members drooling over liéonaire
shortcake at the meetings!

As for Trevor we shall still be hearing that cheethistle as he
continues to advise and work with the Vicar and &féas on building
projects and maintenance works eteve-don’t want to lose his
expertise! He is also on the Parish Hall Management Committee.

Much more will no doubt be said of Joan and Treatdhe A.G.M.
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........ follow in the footsteps of
many others as
we walk the highways and byways of our
beautiful Island home.

WALKS PLANNED FROM MAY

WATCH THIS SPACE




