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To be central to the life of Onchan,
Providing a Christian Witness,
Worship and Welcome to all.




Dear Friends,

As another Easter approaches | am reflecting upon what to write about this
great Christian Festival.

Four words come to my mind:
PRIDE PENITENCE PRAISE PICTURE
| begin with PICTURE, the picture of someone on their knees.

It isnot often that we are on our kneesthese days. Even the practice of
kneeling for prayer is not as common asit used to be.

We become a Christian through being brought to our knees before the
presence of Almighty God. Whether the presenceisfet in an act of
worship, through reading the Bible or through acrisisin lifeit isaturning
point which opens our eyesto awhole new life.

Thetroubleis PRIDE may prevent us coming to our knees and to faith.
We only need to think of Peter on the night of the Last Supper. He
wasn't going to allow Jesus to wash hisfeet.

We can be like this— wanting to keep God and Jesus at arms length and
living our own independent lives. Thisis probably more amalethan a
female trait and this is one reason why there are more women than menin
the Church.

Taking pride in what we do isacommendable trait but being too proud to
seek helpisnot. We need to approach the Lord with humble hearts, on
our knees not on ahigh horse.

When we consider the cross of Jesus that should bring us to our kneesin
PENITENCE and faith.

We may not fully understand or grasp the significance of Jesus' death on
the cross or be able to articul ate the different views of the atonement but
we can be deeply moved by the outpouring of God's love through the
death of his Son.

Christ died for you and for me.

Indeed he died for al mankind.

DIARY for April
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1 Sun 11.00 am FISS — Parish Hall
4.00 pm All Age Worship — Parish Hall
7.30 pm Choir Practice - Church
2" Mon 7.00 pm Holy Communion - Church
7.45 pm Labyrinth — Church
3 Tue 2.00 pm Mothers' Union Service - Church
7.00 pm Holy Communion - Church
7.45 pm Labyrinth — Church
4" Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion — Church
7.00 pm Holy Communion — Church
7.45 pm Labyrinth — Church
8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship — Parish Hall
5" Thurs 7.30 pm 'Last Supper' Holy Communion &
Stripping the Altar
6" Fri 11.00 am Good Friday Morning Prayer - Church
2.00 pm Hour by the Cross - Church
7" Sat 9.00 am Decorate Church for Easter
2.00 pm Wedding: Mathew Corlett & Sarah Kelly
g" Sun 6.20 am Sunrise Service — Douglas Head
9.00 am Easter Breakfast — Parish Hall
9" Mon
10" Tue
11" Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church
7.30 pm Key Group — Dellbrae, Fairy Cottage, Laxey
12" Thurs
13" Fri
14" Sat 1.00 pm Wedding: Christopher Shaw & Louise Quirk
3.00 pm Wedding: Anthony Peters & June Hynds
7.00 pm Italian Evening — Parish Hall
15" Sun 1.00 pm Baptism: George Spencer Booth
16" Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall
7.30 pm Vicar & Wardens — Parish Office
17" Tue 2.00 pm Mothers' Union — Parish Hall
18" Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion - Church
7.30 pm Key Group — 76 King Edward Road
8.00 pm Ladies Fellowship — Parish Hall
19™ Thurs 7.30 pm Annual Vestry & AGM — Parish Hall
20" Fri
217 Sat
22™ Sun
23" Mon 2.00 pm Salvation Army Ladies Rally — Citadel
7.30 pm Wholeness & Healing — Speaker: Judith Ley
24" Tue
25" Wed 10.30 am Holy Communion — Church
2.30 pm Mothers' Union Festival — Peel Cathedral
7.30 pm Key Group — Dellbrae, Fairy Cottage, Laxey
26™ Thurs 7.30 pm Sunday School Team Meeting
7.45 pm Evening Mothers' Union — Parish Office
27" Fri
28" Sat
29" Sun
30" Mon 10.15 am Peter Bear Club — Parish Hall




Such atremendous act should bring us to our knees as we seek his
forgiveness and his grace.

When we come to the resurrection and redlise it istrue and we go on to
experience the presence of therisen Lord in our lives then we should be
ready to PRAISE him, perhaps beginning on our knees aswe reflect on
the empty tomb, then in awe of the resurrection appearances of Jesus, then
perhaps rising to our feet in praise when we realise that His same risen
presence comes into our lives when we open ourselves to him.

The Lord is here

His Spirit iswith us
May these not just be empty words but an expression of our experience.
May our worship this Easter time reflect the presence of the Risen,
Conquering Lord and may the love, and peace and joy of His presence be
evident in our daily lives.
May our faith be rekindled (or even kindled) renewed and strengthened as
we remember the events of that first Easter and as we cel ebrate the
presence of theliving Lord.

Yours sincerely in Jesus Name,
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PLEASE NOTE CLOSING DATE
FOR ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN NEXT REVIEW
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\41;/) We will meet on Monday 16™ and 30" April

10.15am to 11.15am

in the Parish Hall, Royal Avenue, Onchan

v?{ PETER BEAR CLUB

ALL WELCOME

LENT LUNCHES

These have been well supported
with over 100 diners some weeks!

A very big thank you to al those who have helped in any way (setting up
the hall, making soup and desserts, kitchen staff, washing up, ‘front of
house, clearing up, €tc.).

THE BISHOP WRITES April 2007

&/
It's adreadful thing for abishop to admit, but | have never been very fond
of “Easter Gardens’! Y ou know what | mean, those small reconstructions
in moss, rocks, plants and flowers of the garden where Jesus was laid in
the tomb. For me, they feel too pretty and unred. In the same way,
personally, | don't find the image of an empty cross a potent symbol of
the resurrection. My question therefore this Eastertide is how do we
experience the resurrection?

The empty tomb and the empty cross are at the heart of the Easter
message, but they point beyond emptiness. Somehow, emptiness suggests
absence. The one thing that Jesus isn't at Easter is absent! The great
message of the Easter season isthat Jesus has gone before us: heisleading
the way to anew life.

Soar we now where Christ has led, Following our devoted Head;
Made like him, like him we rise, Oursthe cross, the grave, the skies.

These are familiar words of Charles Wedley, and they give us an inkling
of how we should actualy experience the resurrection. Yes, for al of us
there will be the experiences of the cross and the grave in our lives. We,
though, are called to soar! | have dways found this an amazing image!
Eagles soar. Angels might just soar. But me? Can | realy imagine that,
made in the likeness of Christ, the skies can be mine, “following our
exated Head”? There is no sense of emptiness here. Here is a feeling of
exdtation, of release, of wonder and, above all, of freedom!

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Christ has burst the gates of hell;
Death in vain forbids hisrise; Christ has opened Paradise.

In these lines Wedey captures the feeling of liberation that is the
resurrection. Whatever the world throws against Jesus, whatever negative
forces are ranged against him (the stone at the grave, the soldiers
watching, the seal placed there by Pilate), nothing can hold Jesus down.

The promisefor us at Eastertide is that the same spirit of liberation can be
ours. There is the promise of new life. There is the promise of a new
covenant with God. There is the promise that we can soar “where Christ
hasled"!
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MOTHERS UNION

The Women's World Day of Prayer was held this year at Onchan
Methodist Church, Miss Judith Ley was the speaker at thislovely service.

The Vicar took thefirst of two journeys' this month with the MU from
Geology to Theology. Thefirst was at the afternoon meeting and later in
the month with the Evening group.

A successful Deanery Coffee Morning was held at St. Peter's where over
£500 was raised for M.U. work in the Deanery. We are aso looking
forward to our visit to Marown M.U. this month.

Thank you to the ladies from both groups who hel ped to make up over 200

Mothering Sunday Posies.
Valerie Convery, Branch Leader

LADIESFELLOWSHIP

The ladies who attended the Flower Workshop with Mrs Gail McAdam all
went home with an Easter themed arrangement and some good tips for
future projects.

The Easy Exercise evening was a great success with 18 ladies being
shown by Karen Blair how to tone their bodies with 2 bottles of water!!!

Mrs Elaine Christian is our next speaker on the 21% March —areport on
this meeting will be given in the next Review. Our April meetings are on
the 4™ and 18" and the subjects are 'Life asyou tdll it' (4™) and a Beetle &
Quiz night (18™).

Please note that our Business Meeting will be held on the 9" May and not
the 2™ May.
Hazdl Johnson

'CHRISTIAN VERSESFOR TODAY"

Mrs Elizabeth Adams has compiled a book of Christian Verseswhich are
availablein church at £2.50 per book. Proceeds of the book are going to
Peter Bear Club.

—

BAPTISMS

_—

25" February, 2007
Corey William Dunlop
3" March, 2007
Charlie Paul Convery
4" March, 2007
Sofia Elizabeth D'Amore,
Sofie Mai Thornton, Jessica Louise Thornton
18" March, 2007
Harriet Clara Shooter, William Robert Shooter,
Callum David Bennett
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17 March, 2007
Adrian John Cowin & Catherine Louise Fourie

I

Mary Rigby Shaw, Diana L ockyer,
Norma Marjorie Phillips, David John Snape,

Geoffrey Neville Broadhurst Haynes, Barbara May Brown

OFFERTORY

The offertory for February totalled £5,006.92 and was made up of
£4,227.88 pledged giving and £779.04 of loose plate giving.

Leprosy Envelopes £173.50
Thank you.



EASTER LABYRINTH

Why not take time out before the Celebration of Easter Day.
What better way than visiting the Labyrinth in the Church.

Therewill be severa stations each with a simple, meaningful activity
designed to draw us closer to God and to deepen our own spirituality.

The Labyrinth will be open from 7.45 pm to 9.15 pm
on
Monday 2", Tuesday 3" and Wednesday 4™ April

Too busy? — Then make time

You will find it time well spent
Vicar

ONLY 5TICKETSLEFT!:

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK —13" t0 19" May, 2007

Thisyear, Idand churches will be collecting for a devel opment project in
Haiti. Because of alack of resources and adequate farm animals, many
in the countryside there have to rely upon imports and handouts. This
project will help them to become more self-sufficient by new methods and
better animal husbandry.

Can you give afew hoursthis year to call at Onchan homes? Perhaps
you didn't see acollector in your arealast year — it could have been you!
2007 will be my fifth and final year as St. Peter's Parish Church Organiser
and volunteers a so are needed to take over the organising from me,
especidly if we do wish our Church to beinvolved in Christian Aid Week,
2008.

Please ring me on 627425 (or see mein Church) if you'd like to talk about
helping — but the sooner the better, please, so that we are set-up ready to
start calling on homes from 13" May.

Eric Foster, St. Peter's Christian Aid Co-ordinator

You areinvited to celebrate an

I TALIAN EVENING
Saturday 14" April
(Doorsopen 7 pm for 7.30 pm)
at
ONCHAN PARISH HALL &
Royal Avenue

VT *0h & Y& (
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(Vegetarian option available on booking)
$ +, ) #(#
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(Incl. the 'Manx' Three Tenors)
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Proceeds in aid of Onchan Parish Hall

Tickets available from
Jane at the Parish Office, Church Road, Onchan, IM3 1BF
(cheques payable to Onchan Parish Hall) or telephone 675797
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NOTICE TO ALL YOUNG PEOPLE

#4 4141, -

GO ON - HAVE A GO!

EASTER OFFERTORY

The Wardens and PCC wish to remind everyone that the Easter Offertory
makes up part of the Vicar’ sstipend. Thelde of Man isthe only diocese
in the Church of England which retainsthis ancient custom and itisan
opportunity for all of usto express our thanks, in atangible way, to the
Vicar for hiswork in the Parish and for his pastora care. Aswe operate
a Stewardship giving scheme at St Peter’s, however, only the loose plate
collection and gifts made in non-stewardship envel opes will be included.
Anyone wishing to do so may hand their gift to one of the Wardens.
Thank You

+ &8/ +).(

ST. PETER'S PARISH CHURCH
ANNUAL VESTRY &
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
inthe
PARISH HALL
on
THURSDAY 19™ APRIL
at
7.30 pm
followed by a FAI TH SUPPER

(everyoneisinvited to bring a supper platefor 1 person)

Show your support for thework of St. Peter's
by turning up on thisimportant occasion.

Marcia Clague, Margaret Kinley, Phil Litherland and Matthew
Long are the four elected lay membersto retire by rotation from
the Church Council thisyear. Members serve a three year term.
The retiring members are eligible to stand for re-election. There
isalso a further vacancy for a two year term — one of the
vacancies wasn't filled last year.

The four Church Wardens Peter, Nigel, Trevor and Malcolm have
announced their intention to stand again.
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CONFIRMATION

The Bishop will bewith usat St. Peter'sfor Confirmation at 11 am on
Sunday 15 July.

If any young people or adults are considering Confirmation or the
Renewal of Baptismal Vows could they please let the Vicar know.

Thank you.

LATEST NEWS!

The Church Council has decided that St. Peter'sisto register asa
FAIRTRADE Church. Thismeans using Fairtrade products and
promoting Fairtrade awareness.

EASTER
BREAKFAST

0 _,’s\@ at
“\@ \ 9.00 am

on
Easter Sunday

Tickets £5 (Children £2)

available from Jane (675797)




